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THE 
PREFACE. 


HERE is nothing. 
mare eminently the In— 
I 2 | tereſt of God in this 

24 77 lower Morld, or of 


reater Importance to 


4 0 f 
ime, : 
1 Ns 

27 3 


11 
MSS 


its Welfare; than Practical Godli- 


neſs, and Civil Liberty: the one 
aſſerts the Sovereignty of God over 
the Minds of Men; the other, over 


their Lives and Po ſſeſſions; in oppo- 


itton to Tyranny and Superſtition. 
125 1 55 of both 255 ts 
the greateſt Glory to any Plate, ana 
would make the World happy. And 
8905 A 2 tho 
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The Preface. 


tho there is reaſon to be ſenſible of 
the great Detay of Them every where, 


het we are not without reaſon to be- 


lieve, They ſhall ſurvive all Oppoſition, 

and riſe to a greater Perfection. 
Oo 

Pretence to an unalterable Regard 

to Both; have made it moſt their 


Buſineſs, and been moſt Succeſsful, 


Who among us can make the faire 


in all the variety of Appearance, and 
Revolution "of Things, in ſerving 


and promoting them: I ſhall not here 


undertake to ſay, and think is obvious 


enough to impartial Obſervers, But 
certataly none can be more ſecare of 


the Protection of Heaven, or more 


worthy the Regards of Men, than the 
trueſt Friends of Both: Aud tis 
great pity an hearty Zeal for theſe 


tio (ſhould not be a ſufficient Bond of 


Union among good Men ; or ever be 
parted from one another : That any 
ſincerely good Man ſhould not be in 
the Intereſt of Civil Liberty; or any 
who eſpouſe the Cauſe of Liberty, not 
be ſincerely G. = 
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The Preface. 


One great Means of promoting 
Practical Religion, has been the ma- 
ny excellent Practical Diſcourſes by 
ſeveral different Hands; and ſcarce 
any thing among us is more Encou- 
raging, or 4a better Symptom, than 
the great Variety ana general Accep- 
tance, 0 ſuch Books of later Tears ; 


a Catalogue of which is arawn up in 


the Cloſe. For theſe have the grea- 
teſt Tendency to ſerve the beſt Purpo- 
ſes; to form the Minas of Men a- 
right, in what moſt concerns them to 
know ;, to warm the Heart, and ex- 
cite a ſuitable Concern; to regulate 
the Life in the various Circumſtances 


of Things, ana ſeveral Inſtances of 


proper Regards. And nothing carries 


o convincing Evidence of the Truth 
of Religion, as the Power of it in 


the Lives of Men; or contributes 


more to retrieve ana advance its 
Honour in the World, This would 
be the beſt Security againſt dangerous 
Errors, and the moſt effectual Anſwer 

"A 2 to 
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The Preface. 
to the Cavils of Libertines: and Men 
will ever talk in vain of the Reaſo- 
nableueſs and Excellence of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, who live in Oppoſition 
or Neglect of its eſſential Principles 


and Rules, All the Speculations of 


ſacred Truth are in order to Practice; 
and Books of Controverſy and regu- 
lar Conceptions, are chiefly valuable 
upon this Account, as they have a 
directer Influence and greater Force 
upon the Heart and Life, and are 
helpful to ſettle the Judgment, and 


determine a ſuitable Regard, Other 
wiſe leſs Light with greater Inte. 
grity, would better ſerve the Ends © 


of Religion: Kyonledg which puffs 
up and don't edify, will only con- 
demn; and clearer Light prepare the 


way for the blacker Darkneſs. An 
upright Mind is as much preferable | 7 
to the mere Skill of Thinking, as a © 
good Conſcience is better than a clear 


Head; and a regular Courſe of Holi- 


neſs, than the exadteſk Notions of | 


an 
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fo. © for Zeal in Religion, and Simplicity 
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* The Subject of this ſhort Diſcourſe 
is wholly Practical, but of the greateſt 
Importance. I apprehended it ought to 
be treated in a familiar Manner, and 
reduced to a narrow Compaſs.; to be 
ſet before the Reader in a clear and 
© eaſy Light, and a natural and apree- 
able way; without the Pomp of Elo- 
= quence, or Affectation of Art. 


Iknow the firſt Part has been al- 
ready twice toached, in 4 private, 
and in a popular Diſcourſe, by the 
Accurate Pen of the late excellent 
Mr. How. I ſhould not have choſe 
to have writ upon a Subject fo near 
a-kin, after ſo Extraordinary a Per- 
ſon, whoſe great and clear Mind was 
above the common ſize;, who rea- 
ſoned upon the moſt Practical Points 
with the cloſeſt Connection, and greateſ® _ 
Srength; and . to, 6 vaſt Comps, 
is . "4p& 


The Preface. 
and noble Elevation of Thought, 


Joined the moſt piercing Senſe, and 


ſpiritual Savour of Things; and 
whoſe Works, with only greater Eaſe 


of Expreſſion, 1 eſteem the beſt Stan. 
dard of judicious Writing in the Pracſ- 
tical Way. The Reader will not won- 
der if ſome of his Thoughts, which 
T have often read with the greateſt De- 


light, have ſometimes returned upon 
my Mind, and mingled with my own ; 
tho I have purpoſely avoided looking 


into him while I was drawing up 


theſe Papers, and concerned in this 


Subject. 


J am ſenſible I have taken the 
Unfaſhionable fide of the Queſtion, 
in the Turn ] bave given the Subject. 
The Excellence aud Authority of the 
Lord Jeſus, runs low in the Accounts 
of many; but ſo does the Authority 
of the Scriptures too: and I ſhall ne- 
ver wonder to find them meet with 
a like Treatment, and ſhare an equal 


Fate. I cannot underſtand ” we 
r | ſhould 
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The Preface. 


14 3 7 ſhoald not be determined by the Wri- 
ud © tings of the New Teſtament, which 
4 are of ſo much clearer Authority, 
= and at leaſt as plain in the Queſtion, 
and eaſy to be underſtood, as the 
= broken and uncertain Remains of the 


T natural Light could not lead Men to 
® ſuch Apprehenſions of him, an im- 
. , Reading of the New Teſta- 
7 

P bo en, would; if Men were diſpoſed 
to draw, their Opinions from it, and 
. boaad their Enquiries with it; and 
f did not bring their own Prejudice 
122 preconceived Opinion to it, or 
he | 5 bernd to argue from the ut of 
n, | Things, which we don't underſtand, 


f. q - againſt their expreſs Teſtimony. Iis 


"A 000 reafonable to ſubmit and ac- 
1 Nuieſce in Divine Revelation, in eve- 
'ry Thing which wholly depends upon 


Revelation: Aud is certainly 0 
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* Greek and Latin, Popiſh ab Re- 
4 formed, and Gy alt the different 
15 Sects 


F firſt Writers. 1 am perſuaded, tho 


5 Conf. deration in the Caſe; That the 
> Chriſtia» Church all along, the 


ix 
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him, I know not what is, and own || 


have no higher. | 
The Second Part was delivered : 


nom meet with ſome anfwerable Suc- 


The Preface. | 
Sects and Diviſions of Each; hav 


been led to conceive of him in ſuch 
a Manner, notwithſtanding their dif. 
ferent Sentiments in ſo many othe | 
Things, with an almoſt unanimou| eff 
Conſent. I confeſs I have alma $0! 
thought" the Practical Concern we hart: He: 
with Chriſt, and which equally affect; 5 
every one, is more upon the Level io zh 
common Underſtandings, and a ſarer © 7 
Rule by which to judg, than the mer: eff 
Niceties of Criticiſm, or any Specu- PF 
lative Reaſonings and abſtracted Je 
Thoughts: and. i this is not ſufficient | 
to direct us to right Apprehenſions of 


to a Religious Society upon à ſpecial 
Occaſion, and was the Reaſon of pub- 
liſhing Both. I ſhall only ſay of it; 
I heartily wiſh there wereleſs need of 
ſuch a Diſcourſe, and that it m 


98 N 
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The Preface. xi 


4. If this ſerious Addreſs to the Rea- 

ſon and Conſcience of Men, ſhall prove 
effectual, by the Divine Bleſſing, to 
" Tonvince and excite the Miſtaken and 
ecure; to revive the Senſe of our 
Engagements to God; and promote 
the Benefit and Pleaſure of Thoſe to 
whom they were firſt directed: I ſhall 
4 eſteem it a greater Mercy than any 
-cu. worldly Honour, and be content to 
eq leave to Others the Satisfattion of 
0 | the freeſt Cenſure, or Neglect. 
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"* this they did, not as we 3 
f but firſt gave their own ſelves 
k to the Lord, and unto us by 
8 the 4 ill of God. 


2 HE Words as they lie 
r before us, are one of the 
| Characters of Commen- 
2 5 dation of the Chriſtian = 
Macedonians, whom the Apoſtle here | | 
pu opoles as a Pattern to the Corin- 
Lans. This they did not as we ho- 


4, i. e. not only lo; they exceed- 
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Ver. 2. 


22 


Ver. 4. 


Self-Dedication, 


ed our Expectation in their Libe. 


rality to the poor Chriſtians of Ta 


dea, confidering the meanneſs and 
ſtraits of their own Circumſtances, | 
their great Trial of Affliction, and 


deep Poverty, But firſt gave them. 
felves to the Lord, i. e. not only 
gave their Goods and Poſſeſſions 
for the relief of the poor Chriſtians, 
but devoted themſelves to God 
and to his Service. And unto us bj 


the Will of God, i. e. either they 


committed the Care and Direction 


miniſtring to the Saints: or it may 


poſſibly extend to their Church- 4 
Communion, and giving themſelves : 
up to the Apoſtles Direction, in the * 


Ordinances and Worſhip of the 
Goſpel. Tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe 


they ſhould give themſelves to their 


of their Contributions to the Apo- 
ſtles management and diſpoſil; 
which he calls, the Fellowſhip of the 


CCCP 


Conduct in the Worſhip of God, a 


well as in the Diſpofal of their Cha- 
rity, However ti | 
prehended 


tis certainly com. 


' Perſonal and Sacramental. 
prehended in the former; their gi- 


ving themſelves to the Lord, which 
mult neceſſarily be ſuppoſed in eve- 
ry way of his Appointment. 


. 


— 
7 
! 
* 


We 


> Now concerning both theſe Sen- 


. 
8 


is 


ſes of giving themſelves; he ſays, 


only they firſt did fo, i. e. before they 
Tions made their Contributions: their 


his Motion and 

coding to his Appointment and 
Pleaſure. The Thing it ſelf, and 
the Order of doing it was agrec- 
able to the divine Will. 


Ee 


* firſt and principal Care was a right 


ö diſpoſal of Themſelves. And that it 
was by the Will of God, i. e. by 
irection, or ac- 


So that the thing the Apoſtle 


2 commends in the Macedonians, was 
their giving themſelves to the Lord, 
or devoting themſelves to him; 
and to the Apoſtles, as his Miniſters 
and Servants, in the diſpoſing their 
2 Charity, and preſiding in the Chriſ- 
tian Worſhip. 


I ſhall conſider the Words as a 


proper ground of Diſcourſe con- 


28 
bl 


B 2 cerning 


— r —— — 


cerning Self-Deaication, or Cove. 


Seck. J. 
NN 


whom we are to give our felves 
| . ; [ 


17 Self-Dedication, 


nanting with God; and that as it 


reſpects the Lord himſelf, and the 


Miniſters of Chriſt; and ſo may fit. 


ly comprehend our Perſonal and 
Sacramental Dedication to him. 
And I ſhall propoſe to open and re. 


Ny 1 
5 . 23 Z 
CTT 1 
,, a p 


preſent it to you, in both the 


Conſiderations of it ; and to preſs it 
upon you, and plead the Obliga- 
tions reſpective to cach. 

I begin with Perſonal Dedication 


each one privately for himſelf 


And here, 


— — 


SECT- 1 


I. T O open and repreſent the 


Nature of it, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to conſider the Lord to 
whom we are to give our felyes; 
and what the giving our ſelves to 


him imports, 


9 1. Let us conſider the Lord to 


tion; 


Per ſonal and Sacramental. 5 


| 1 underſtand the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Sect. I. 


who is peculiarly known by that 
Name in the New Teſtament, and 
diſtinguiſned here from the Father, 


who is called God in the latter part 


of the Verſe. Now this Lord may 


be conſidered theſe two ways: 


1. More abſolutely, and as he is 


in himſelf, and ſo is repreſented as 

a divine Perſon ; as the eternal So% io. i 
f God, and onhy-begotten of the Fa- 2 
ther; an Expreſſion 


145 


eculiar to 


Chriſt, and incompatible to a Crea- 


9 
* 


os 
x 

2 
f« x 
* 


—— 

: ba 

. 92 
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He is one with the Father, 
of the ſame Nature and Authority; 
I and the Father are one: which the J. 
Jews charged with Blaſphemy ; be- 


» cauſe thou being a Maa makeſt thy Ver. . 


2 ſelf God, He poſſeſſes divine Per- 


* 
8 id, 
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fections, and is adorned with the 
Glories of the Deity. He was 


from all Eternity, not on y bejore 


Abraham was, bur before rhe Moria se fr 
was made, By which Expreſſions vai, c. 
the Eternity of God is repreſented; *-- 


He is immatable and unchangeable : 


B 2 He 
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Self-Dedication, 
Sect, I. He is the ſame, and his Tears ſhall not 
Pal. ci fail. He is the Lord God Omni. 


25. potent: Jeſus Chrift the faithful 


Heb. i. 11. Witneſs, who cometh with the Clouds, 
nh and was pierced ; is introduced, fay- 
Rev. i. 5, ing, I am Alpha and Omega, the Be- 
* 5 ginning and the End, which is, and 
was, and is to come, the Almighty. 
He is eyery where preſent, where 
dat. x\lt. 7p or three are gathered together in 
88 his Name. He knows all Things, 
aud ſearches the Reins and the 
Joh. v. 26. Hearts, He has Life in himſelf, 
as the Father hath Life in himſelf, 
Can the Father give to any Crea- 
ture ſo near a Reſemblance of him 


Col. ii. 9. ſelf? And in him dwelleth all the ful- 


neſs of the Godhead bodily, 1. e. 
wWhatſoever the Godhead contains 

and comprehends; or whatſoever 

is communicated unto us: ſo out 

Joh. i. 16. of his Fulneſs we receive Grace, and 
Eph.ii.19. are filled by him with all the commu- 
ncable Fulneſs of God. | 

He is joined with the Father and 

Spirit in the moſt ſolemn "_ of 

| , . 


Worſhip, 

heavenly Hoſt, We are baptized i. 
in his Name; and from him all 19. 
Spiritual Bleſſings come to us; 
Grace and Peace from God our Fa- 1Theſi.r. 
ther, and the Lord Teſas Chriſt. 

Tis the moſt folemn and compre- 

' henſive Benediction of the Apo- 
ſtles; The Grace of the Lord Jeſus 2 Cor. vii. 

' Chriſt, and the Love of God, and a. 
the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 

be with you all, We find, all the Heb. i. 6. 

Angels of God worſhip him: And 

the Elders fall down before him, who Rey iu. ic. 
- fetteth upon the Throne, and worſhip 
him who liveth for ever and ever, 
and ca 
Throne: Which plainly refers to the 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 4 


and adored by all the ScQ. Il. 
AR? 


their Crowns before the 


Lamb ſlain, Chap. v. 6, 12. 
Upon theſe Accounts he is ex- 
preſly laid to be equal with God, 


and the Image of the inviſible God ; 
and the expreſs Image of the Fathers 


Perſon, and the great God, and the 


true God; and is every where re- 
preſented as the proper Object of 


4 our 


— OS 


8 


Self-Dedication, 


Set, I. our Homage and Regard: That al 


F 
Joh. v. 23. 


men ſnould honour the Son, as the) 
honour the Father. A dangerous 
Expreſſion, and apt to miſlead the 


Minds of Men, if the Diſtance be. 


Eph, vi.24. 


Luke xiv. 
25. | 


John xxi. 


15. 


tween them were ſo widely great, 
as that between a Creature, and 
the Creator! Beſides, if we conſi- 
der what Honour is every where 
required to be paid him; we ſhall 
find the higheſt inſtances of Ho- 
mage and Duty, which a reaſonable 
Creature is capable of, or any 
where required to be paid to the 
Father ; as ſupreme Love, and ab- 
ſolute Truſt, proper Prayer, and 
univerſal Obedience. We muſt love 
the Lord Jeſus, not only in Sinte- 
rity, with an unfeigned, and unmix- 
ed Love; but more than Father or 
Mother, or Siſter or Brother, or 
Houſe and Lands, and our own Life; 
and more thay all other Things, We 
truſt him with our Souls, and for 
our Salvation, the greateſt Con- 
cerns of either World. We not 
only 


* 


Dnſi. 
here 
ſhall 
Ho- 
able 
an 
15 
ab- 
and 
[owe 
tes 
UX- 
or 


only pray to the Father 2 his Name, Sect. l. 
but pray to him as the proper Ob- "Yo 
ject of Worſhip, and Fountain of 
Good: And obey and ſerve him ac- 


i FF *. 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 9 


cording to eyery Dilcovery of his 


2 Will. 


Tis true, he is the begotten of John xiv. 


: 5 6 : 28. 
' the Father, and ſent of the Father ; 
and the Father is 


greater than he, 


and the Head of Chriſt is God. The cor. xi. 


Fon of God derives from the Fa- 3: 


ther, and is not properly Self-ex:/t- 
But then if it be allowed 
a neceſlary Derivation, tho infi- 
nitely free; as the Rays of Light 
from the Sun; and not increly ar- 


bitrary and at pleafure, which 


— © - — — 


n 
— — — 
-” — cond 


+ The Son is of the Fathe” atone, not made, 
yer created; but begotten. Atlan. Crecd, 

believe. i oe Lord Jeſus Ciorift, ihe only 
begotten Son of God, begoiien of his Father, hetore 
ail Worlds: God of God, Light of Licht « Very 
od, of very God; berotten not made, being of one 
\ubſiance With the Father, Nicene Creed. 

So 1he Greek Interpreters ſpeak of him: Ars 
T: era diν dure ws md]h; ys. Theod. Theph. 
% rn, we pegCoreds, x; own eve Oecum. 


* 
8 
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10 Self-Dedication, 
Sect. I, might never have been: ris ſuffici- 
Went to juſtify the great Things ſaid 
of him, and ſecure all we intend; 
namely, that he is above the Level 
of the moſt exalted Creature. And 
tis only neceſſary to ſuppoſe a dou- 
ble Confideration of him, ſimply, 
as a divine Perſon, and as a Media- 
tor, or mixed Perſon; to account 
for all the different Repreſentatior.s 
of him, and whatſoever imports 
Inferiority and Subjection to the 
Father. — 

2. Relatively to us. And ſo ! 
find he is repreſented in the Scrip- 
tures, under the following Cha- 
racters. 

(..) As the Maker of the World. 

This is particularly expreſſed, and 

in the ſtrongeſt Terms. In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word _ 
Fj |} was with God, and the Word was 
39 Noll. i. 1,3. God; all things were made by him, 
"El and without him was not any thing 
1 made that mas made: not any one 
Tj Thing, the meaneſt and minuteſt 


Part 


a... 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 11 
fici- part of the Creation. The Apo- Sec. I. 
ſaid file ſpeaks diſtinctly: For by him = th. 4 
nd; were all. Things created, which are in 
evel Heaven, and which are on Earth, 
And wiſible, and inviſible; whether Thrones 
lou- or Dominions, or Principalities or 
ply, Powers; all Things were created by 
dia-. him, and for him. And thou Lord Heb. i. 10. 
unt haſt laid the Foundation of the Earth, 
ors and the Heavens are the work of thy 
orts Hands. And in this Senſe, pro- 
the bably the Apoſtle muſt be under- 
_ ſtood, when he ſays ; By Faith we Chap. xi. 
ſo 1 underſtand that the Worlds were fra- 3 
rip- med by the Word of Goa, i. e. the Per- 
ha- ſonal Word of God; which renders 
the Creation a proper Object of 
rid, Faith, and not of Reaſon. 
and Ne raiſed this vaſt and beautiful 
be. Frame of Heaven and Earth out of 
ord _ Darkneſs and Confuſion, and form- 
was ed the various Inhabitants of each 
im, out of nothing: All the different 
Jing © Kinds and Orders of Being, Angels 
one 2s well as Men, the meaneſt as well 
teſt as the higheſt, are the Creatures of 
Oo , his 
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11 
Sect. I. his Power. He made our Bodies 


Self-Dedication, 


of the Duſt of the Ground, which 


15. 


Pf. cxxxive Ar e now curiouſly wrought in the lom. 


eſt parts of the Earth ; and breathed 


a living immortal Spirit, which en-. 


livens and acts them. He gave us all 


the noble Powers of our Souls, by 31 


which we are diſtinguiſhed from the 


inferior Creatures, and bear a near 
Reſemblance to holy Angels, and 


the bleſſed God. We are his Of: I 


_ ſpring and Workmanſhip. 
Upon this Conſideration, he muſt 
_ neceſſarily be the Owner of the 
Creatures, and we his Property and 


Right. We are his People, and the 
Sheep of his Paſture, for he hath * 
made us, and not we our ſelves, He 
has a Right founded in Nature, and _ 


well as prior to it. 


ſuperior to every other Claim, as 


(2.) As the Saviour, or Redeemer + 


of the fallen World. We had ruin- 


ed the firſt Creation by our Apo- 


ſtacy and Revolt from God. By 


wilful Diſobedience to the divine 


Oodies 


hich 
Jom. 
thed | 
1 Cn- 
us all 


) by 


n the 


near 
and 


0 


ab | 
the 


and 
d the © 


hath 
He 
and 


2 


of God, 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 
Law, we not only loſt the Image Sec. 1. 


le Reſtorer of the loſt World He 
is become a Mediator between 


God and Man, in our Nature; 


and by his Undertaking and Per- 


: formance as a Sacrifice for Sin, and 
Advocate with the Father, has ſe- 
© cured the Reputation of the di- 
vine Perfections, and his Govern- 
ment over his Creatures; provided 


1 bor the Honour of the broken Law, 
and injured Juſtice, the Guardian 


2 of it; 


3 1 1 his Blood : 


and render'd it every way 
* worthy of God, and honourable to 
him, to ſhew Mercy to fallen Sin- 
ners in the way preſcribed in the 
* Goſpel. 

He has eſtabliſn'd a ew Covenant 
the Method of di- 


2 vine Diſpenſations towards the fal- 


| len Creature, which is called the 
| Lay of Faith, in oppoſition to the co li, 


Law © 


133 


in which we were created, SWW 

and forfeired the divine Favour; 
but fell under the threatned Curſe. 

Now he is to be conſidered, as 


1 
— — — ——— — a coo es 6 
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14 Self-Dedication, 


Sect. I. Law of Works. He freely offers 


—"'Y faving Bleſſings to all huinble and 


ſincere Souls; and aſſures them of - 


a gracious welcome, and kind re. 
gards upon their Return. We arc 
juſtified by the Merit of his Blood, 
and renewed by the Power of the 
Rom, i. purchaſed Spirit: He is ſet fort) 
$50 as a Propitiation thro Faith in his 
Blood, to declare his Righteouſpe(s, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins; and we are 


Juftified freely by his Grace, thro the 


Redemption which is in Jeſus. He 
Luke xi. has promifed the holy Spirit to then 
13. 
John vii. believe on him. 
39. 


So he reſtores the 
divine Image, and recovers the di- 
vine Favour. 


The whole Courſe of Divine Fa- 


vours, and of the Creature's Regards 
are preſerved and ſecured by the 
gracious Adminiſtrations of the Re- 
Eph. i 6. deemer. We are accepted in the Be- 


2 Cor. vii. loved, and aſſiſted by ſufficient | 


_ - — 
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who ask it, and gives it to all who 


Soong giant YO gp nn ge egy oe ow 


— DF tug 


9. Grace, in all we do. We obtain | _ 


every Bleſſing from God, and find | 
| graci- 


pPerſonal and Sacramental. 
gracious Regards with him, in the Set. 1. 
d Merit of his Atonement, and the 
f - Virtue of his Interceſſion. i 
So he is repreſented as the Savi- 


& | 


dur of the World; and God our Sa- 

ooch jour, and the great God and our 

the Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt. And we are 

forth in this reſpect to be conſidered as 

2 his fanſomed by his Life; bought with 

meſs, à Price; and redeemed by his pre- 

Care tous Blood. 8 5 

othe (3) As a Sovereign and Ruler 

He ho exerciſes a proper Dominion 
hen over the World he has made and 

who redeemed. He has an unqueſtion- 
the able Right founded in Creation, and 
e di. in the Purchaſe of his Blood, both 

to preſcribe Laws, and diſpoſe of 

> Fa. us according to his Pleaſure. 
ard, e is inveſted with ſovereign Au- 

the thority, and has an undoubted 
Re- Right to govern us: For all Power Mat. viii 
Be- is given to him in Heaven and in 92 
cient Farth; and he is Lord of all, The Aas . 36. 
Yan | Will of Chriſt is the proper Mea- 

find | fare of a Chriſtian's Duty. Every 
rack | ks 


ſignift- 


— —— ——— — 
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16 Se /-Dedlication, 
Sect. I. ſignification of his Will, which way 
Sa 


all the Intimations in Nature an 
Providence; which may be gathe: 


ed from the Works of God, or th; 1 


Impreſſions of our Minds; by 
eſpecially the Revelations of hi 


Will in his Word; all the Precen; L 


of Duty, and Inſtitutions of Wo: 

inip, are to be conſidered as Lan 

to the Creature, and binding t: 

the Conſciences of Men. 

In this reſpect, he is our Lon 

Mat, xxiii, 22 Maſter ; and one is our Maſt 


10. even Chriſt, And we muſt 4e ' 
of him, and follow him; and are thi | 
Diſciples of Chriſt, and profeſs Sui | 


2 Cox. ix. jection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
888 And he has the Right of Diſpoſ. 
of the Conditions and Circumſtan. 
ſtances of Life, He appoints 11: 
bounds of our Habitation, and chuje 
our Inheritance for us. He allotsu 
the proper Service of Life, and di 


rects the Seaſon and Meaſure of a 


our Enjoy ments and Trials. This“ 


4 | 


loever he is pleaſed to diſcover it. f 


h Way 
er It 
e anc 
ather. 


Ir the 


„ bu 
f Nis 
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7 
15 The Will of the Lord be done. And Ads xxi. 


it holds good in every Caſe of Com- 
1 etition 3 We 0 ht 10 obey God, ra- Ver. 29. 
ther than Men. 1 


Lawe 


WY tt 
Lori 


5M 
earh 7 . 3 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is every 
Frhere repreſented in the Quality 
of Judg ; and that not only as one 


re th; 
3 Sut- 


iſpojs 


aſtan. 
s tif 
Hue. 
OTS Us 


1d d. 


of al 


his b 
1 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 


A natural Right, which every one Seck. I. 
| Elaims to what 1s his own; to diſ- 9 


2 and uſe it at pleaſure. 


In a word, his Authority is Su- 


preme and Abſolute, which takes 
place of every other, and is never 
to be diſputed or oppoſed. It 
$ught to ſatisfy under the croſſeſt 
Diſpenſations, to be able to {ay ; 


i (4.) As the Jaudg of the World, 
and Happineſs of the Creature. 


commiſſioned and appointed by 
God; but in virtue of his Lord- 
ſhip and Dominion over the World, 


* Father judgeth no Man, but hath job. v. 22. 
tommitted all Judgment to the Son: 

And has appointed a Day, in which Aas xvii. 
he will Judg the World, by the Man 31. 
Chriſt Jeſus, of which he hath given 


alſ Urance 


18 


Self-Dedication, x 


Sect. 1. aſſurance to all Men, in that he hi; P: 


WWW raiſed him from the Dead. And th 


a Cor: . | | Ln C 
10. muſt all appear before the Judg men. 


16. 


Mat. xxv. 
uult. 


vine Nature, is moſt e the| 


Rom. iv. the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chrii 


Apoſtle tells us expreſly ; That y; | 
Seat of Chriſt, And God will ju 


according tothe Goſpel. He will & | 
termine the final State of Men, ac. $i: 
cording to the Goſpel-Rule; an 4 
every one will receive a decifii Y 
Sentence from his Mouth Th yg: 
ignorant, and unbelieving, and dil Ki 
obedient, will not fand in Jud, þ 


ment, but be condemned at the Re : 


deemer's Bar; all true Believers 1 
him, obedient and perſevering, will $i 
be acquitted and approved. I 
Wicked will go into everlaſting P. | 
niſhment, but the Righteous into Li.. 
Eternal. 4 

Indeed God himſelf, or the d. 


ultimate End, or adequate ant 


compleat Happineſs of the reaſo. 

nable Creature, He is our excees-| : 

ing great Reward, and the propt} 
Portio 


e hai Portion of our Souls, Tis the great Sect. I. 


ad th 
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| Per ſonal and Sacramental. 


comprehenſive Bleſſing of the new 


being. He only is ſuitable and 


mn 


- Happineſs; of relieving our 
Natures under every Burden and 
ciſinz Weakneſs, and filling up all our Ca- 


acities with ſuitable Good; of ma- 
King us fully eaſy and everlaſtingly 
l dee. And it muſt needs be ſo, 
$r he is an infinite and boundleſs 
Good, who fills the enlarged Capa- 
kities of Angels, and is ſufficient 
to make the whole Creation happy ; 


who continues for eyer, without 
any ſhadow of Change, when every 


_ Good will fade and periſh. 
He is infinitely full in himſelf, and 


and deyer leſſened or diminiſhed by the 
reaſo·¶ largeſt Communications he makes. 


xceea-| - Nevertheleſs the Lord Jeſus 
oper] Chriſt is repreſented in the Scrip- 


orti0i 


ture, 


Covenant : I will be to them a God; Heb. vii. 
e. an infinite and alli ſufficient 

| Good, what no Creature is capable 

Uhrii, © 


ill c ſufficient to all the purpoſes of our 


immutable and eternal Good, 


20 Sel/-Dedication, 
Sec. I. ture, not only as the way to the F. 
ther, and the great Guide to ete: 

nal Life; but the final Happineſs « 
true Believers is often deſcribed, i 
a real, tho partial, and inadequat 
Conception of it, by being wit 


him. It was part of our Lord's {6} 


Joh. xvi. lemn Prayer for them; that 10% 
24. 


hold my Glory. *Tis their highd| 
Cor v. g. Ambition and Aim, when ab/e;! 


from the Body, to be preſent with th| 
Lord: And the greateſt Confol:| * 
tion under the Sorrows of Li | 
and Proſpects of Death; That the) 


Luk. xxiii. ſhall be with him in Paradiſe; and 
. ir. Hall be for ever with the Lord. 
18. 


d. 2. Let us now conſider the 


Nature and Quality of the Act, 0 
what muſt be underſtood by givin 
our ſelves to the Lord. 


We cannot be ſuppos'd to cor} 
fer any new Right, or give him: 


nay be with me, where I am, and i 


proper Right which he had not be. 
tore; but only to own a foregoin? 


Right; 


x 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 21 


Right; to avow him to be our Lord, Sect. I. 

e And make a Surrender aud Dedica- — Y 

tion of our ſelves to him. This is 

otherwiſe expreſt by coming under 

the Bonds of the Covenant; joining E2ek. xx. 

©} aur ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual fan 

Covenant: Making a Covenant with Pal. 1,” 

h him by Sacrifice. And in the New 

'| Teſtament, by yielding our ſelves Rom. vi, 

„ to God, as thoſe who are alive from "3: 

% the dead; and preſenting our ſelves Chap. xii. 
1. 


Fi 


living Sacrifice. 

lt muſt be underſtood in the ge- 
ik ncral, to imply ſuitable Apprehen- 
ons of him in our Minds; that 
we conceive of him aright, and ac- 
cording to all the Repreſentations 
of his glorious Excellence, and 
gracious Relation to us; that our 
Minds are poſſeſt with great 
Thoughts of him, ſuch as are pro- 
per to raiſe the higheſt Veneration, 
und engage the greateſt Eſteem ; 
that we conſider him as infinitely 
worthy, to whom we ſhould give 
our ſelves; and infinitely gracious 
L 0 and 


— 
— 
4 


22 Self-Dedication, | 
Seck. I. and condeſcending, in acceptin & 
ſuch an dauere at our hand 

But more particularly, it may þ « 
conceived to lie in theſe foy 
Things; reſpecting diſtinctly th © 1 
leveral Confilarions of him befor & di 
mentioned, and wherein our ſpeci & 
Concern with him lies. i 

1. Acknowledgment of his Right 6 

We find upon due enquiry, thi & 

his Right is clear and full, and th & 

no one elſe has any Right to u 4 

| We heartily own his Right, an « 
F àvom this Lord to be our God; tt, 
| nouncing the Dominion of Sin auf 

| | the Devil, and diſowning all the“ 
| Claims and Pretence. We loch! 
upon him as our proper Owner , an $ 
our ſelves, and all we have as hf $ 
. Property, who is the Maker d 
a our Being, and Creator of 4 
Things. 1 l 

So that this muſt be underſtocſ 
| to be the ſenſe of one who giv! 
| Iſa. xvi. himſelf to the Lord: Other Lori 


| to « have had Dominion over me, bi 
NS | ce 
7 : 


4 Perſonal and Sacramental. 23 
© now will J make mention of th Sect. 1. 
E Name alone, I own no other 
Right but thine, and look upon 
all others as falſe Pretenders, and 
th © Ufurpers of thy Right. I now 
for & diſclaim from the bottom of my. 
ech & Soul, every falſe Prerence, and 
every foreign Yoke. I own thy 
ig! & ſupreme and indifputable Right 
the & to me, and all that is mine; 
th & and cheerfully yield to thy juſt 


ou Claim. Truly J am thy Servant, Pa. oi. 
al ® ] am thy Servant, O Lord, The 

1 Lord whoſe I am, and whom I Ads Mi. 

ang & ſerve. I can bring thee nothing: 

the h but what is thine already, and 

loc render thee only thy juſt due; 

; ant F Of thy own, I make this Offering! Chron. 

is l 70 thee. I dare not any longer 

er q alienate thy Right, or deny thee 

t 4% what is thy own. Lo, I come to Jer. ii. 22. 

'® thee, thou art the Lord my God; 

ſtocſ g who haſt made me what J am, 

ging and given me all my Powers.” 

Lo 2. Compliance with his Methods 

„ Of Mercy. We ſubmit to the way 


of 


. * 
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Sea. I. of Recovery in the Goſpel, ay; : 
V which infinite Wiſdom has contri. | 


Nom. x. 3. Not eſtabliſhing a Righteouſnels ' 7 


Phil, iii. 9. firing to be found in him, not hi F 


Self-Dedication, 


ed: that is, we are brought to x + 
hearty Approbation and Conſen 4 
to the Terms of God's gracious Co 
venant ; to truſt in the Atonemen 
and Propitiation of his Blood, | 
the only Satisfaction to the offends; 4 
God, and Refuge of guilty Soul; ; 


our own, but ſubmitting our ſel q 


to the Righteouſneſs of God; and & 4 


ving our own Righteouſneſs whit 4 
ts of the Law, but that which is th 
the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſn | 
which is of God by Faith. We full q 
mit to the powerful Influences q 
his holy Spirit, in the ways of hi | 
Appointment ; admitting and ſuffe | 
ing his renewing Work upon ow 4 
Souls; yielding to his Operatioty ? 
without Reſiſtance, readily comply . 
ing without grieving him, and chi. 
rilning his holy Motions, inſtcadF 

quenching them. 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 


25 


| : Go that this is the Senſe of a ſelf. Se. J. 


L hi 


whit 4 
5 thi, 4 


7 


ling to renounce all other De- 
pendence whatſoever, as ſatiſ- 


. factory and meritorious, to have 
no Confidence in the Fleſh, and phil. ii. 3. 
e rruſt only to free Mercy in the 


* Redecmer's Blood: I cheerfully 
fſubmit to the ſaving Operations 
of chy Spirit, and reſign to his 
Influence and Conduct, to be in 

6 all things led by the Spirit, and to gu 
$ walk in the Spirit. Thou haſt is. 
ſettled and propoſed rhe way of | 


# my Acceptance in the Covenant 


of the Goſpel, and I heartily ap- 
prove and comply with it.“ 


3. Sabjection to his govern ng An- 
-|Pority. give up our ſe ves to 


3 


is Direction and Diſpoſal as our pro- 
per Lord: that is, we come under 


3 the 


- cligning Soul: I thankfully own SY V 
' * thy Mercy, and heartily approve 
e the Method of it; as wile and 
e well choſen, beſt ſuited to the 
'& Caſe, and adapted to reach its 
e End. I am brought to be wil- 


V. 18. 


26 Self-Dedication, 

Seck. I, the Obligation of his Laws, ay | 
dns a profeſſed Subjection to the 60% 1 
13. of Chriſt : Caſting down Imagin 
Chap. x. 5* 2405, and every high Thought nu 
exalteth it ſelf againſt the Rnonlui 

of God, and bringing into Captiu. 

every Thought to the Obedience 
Chriſt; following the Directic A 

and truſting the Security of þ # 
faithful Word in every Article 

Duty, and gracious Declaration 
hisWill. Wereſtgn to the Diſpc. '# 

of this great Lord, and fubmit: 

his wiſe and holy Plealurc, in:“ 

his dealings with us. We are ch 

tent that we and ours ſhould be 

his Direction, and not at our ow. ; 

what he ſees fit, whether it ſer . 

lo to us or no; and that ot « W 1 

Mill, but his Will be done with | “ 

We are content to take wp our (. F 

{ 


as well as deny our ſelves, and K. 
ſake all and follow him. 1 

So that the Senſe of ſuch a S 
is to this purpoſe: “ I own theF@ 
vereignty of thy Will, and ##\ 


« tho 
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an  thority of thy Law; the juſt 3c. I. 
7% . Obligation of every Dictate of VV 
gn $ Nature, and every Precept of thy 
wh; e Word. I take my ſelf obliged 


wet L in Loyalty and Duty ro. my 


f 


io # the Ordinances and Commandments 
»f of the Lord blameleſs. ] dare 
cle “ truſt thy Word for any future 
on “ and inviſible Good, and lay the 
ilpo * ſtreſs of my Faith and Hope of 
mit #* the greateſt Bleſſings, upon this 
in :“ ſingle Security: Thou art the 
ec # faithful High Prieſt and Witneſs, 
be # I freely reſign to thy Diſpoſal in 
- on: # all Things, and am willing to be 
ſee: e what thou ſeeſt fit, to ſerve thee 
in any State of Lite, or Circum- 
ſtance of Things. Do thou 
chuſe my Inheritance for me, and 
# order my Lot and Portion as 
4 thou pleaſeſt.“ 

a Se 4. Chaſing and reſting in him as 
the $@our Happineſs. We ſtand the A- 
Ward of his Tribunal, and receive 
1 . the 


27 


* rightful Lord; zo have reſpect to pc ou, 
ze | f all thy Commands, and walk in all Like i. 6. 
«cc 


28 Self-Dedication, 


Sect. I. the final Sentence, as well as th 


Law, from his Mouth. - The Lori 
Ila. Mi. 75 our Lamgiver, the Lord is on 


22. Judg; we come to him, tho na 


ſingle and alone, as the great Ob. 
ject of our final Happineſs, and on 
ly Center and Reſt of Souls. W. 
commit our ſelves to him, as ou 
faithful Guide in the mean time 
Heb. i. 10. Who will bring the many Sons | 
Glory, thro all the difficulties in th 
2 Tim. ive way; deliver us from every te 
my Work, aud preſerve us to his heaven 
Jude ut. Ming dom: And is able to keep . 
from falling, and preſent us faul: 
leſs before the Preſence of his Gli 

with exceeding Joy. 
This then is the Language of. 
Self-devoting Soul: “] dare n0 
« ſtand at the Creator's Bar, an 
cannot hope to be acquitte 
there, or upon Terms of rig 
PC, cli. TOUS Juſtice. Enter not in 
2 uagment with thy Servant. | 


« thou Lord wert ſtrict to mark Ine 


« quity, O Lord, who could ſtani & 
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(4 But this is my Hope and Truſt, Sect. I. 


„ that I ſhall ſtand at the Re. 
& deemer's Bar, and be tried upon 
Terms of Goſpel-Mercy. I know Cor. iv. 
& that he who judgeth me is the Lord: . 

& And that I muſt appear before the 

6 Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, He 


| 0 will judg the Secrets of Men, ac- Rom. ii, 


* cording to the Goſpel, and I ſhall **: 
be juaged by the Law of Li-Jam.iin2, 
4 berty. Grant that I may obtain Tim. i. 
& Mercy of the Lord at that day; 18. 
and may be found in him at laſt, phil. ii. 9. 
or a true Believer in him; That 
when he ſhall appear I may have, 1... 
| Confidence, and not be alhamed be- 28. 
fore him at his coming: Thar]: 
may be pronounced faithful, and Mat. xxv. 
# enter into the Joy of my Lord,” 21. 
„The Lord is my Portion, ſaith 

© »y Soul. Nothing is ſuitable to 

* my Nature, or ſufficient for my 

« Happineſs, but the infinite and 

| all-fufficient Good, Thou art 
the Center of Reſt and Delight, 


1 


| 
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Self-Dedication, 


thee: Here will I fix and loo; 


no farther; I will ceaſe the vain 


purſuit of Happinels in the Crea. 


ture, when every one of them 
mult ſay, *tis not in me. I re 
treat from the fruitleſs Attempt, 


and retire to my God; Retur 


unto thy Reſt, O my Soul. Thisi 
the deep and inward ſenſe of m 
Heart; Whom have I in Heawe 
but thee? and there is none « 
Earth ] deſire beſides thee, Te 
doubtleſs, and I count all thin 


-Things but Loſs, for the Excellent 


of the Knomleag of Chriſt Jeſu 
my Lord, for whom I have ſuffer: 
the Loſs of all Things, and 4 
count them but Dung, that I mi 
win Chriſt, I am content to |: 
all go for thy lake, and embrac 
and cleave to thee alone. M 
higheſt Deſire and Ambition i! 


that I way be accepted of him, aul 


whether living or dying, I may ; 
the Lord's; and when I depart, 


by bet Hl, 
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& better, than any preſent Enjoy. Sect. I. 
| A 


4 ment whatſoever.“ 

I truſt my Soul in thy graci- 

“ ous and powerful Hands, and 

% commit the Conduct of my ſelf 

& to thee, to carry me thro all the 

& dangers in the way, and bring 

me ſafe to Heaven at laſt. Lord John vi. 
6 to whom ſhall I go? thou haſt the 5* 

& words of eternal Life, And I 

4 17 flakes that what T have 2 Tim. i. 
* committed unto thee, thou a7 
& able alſo to keep unto that d . I 

& deſire to reſign my departing 
Spirit to thee, and to ſay wit 


— 


2 


' thou thy Servant depart in Peace; 
1 and Lord 
Even ſo come Lord Teſts, come Rey, xxii, 


* quickly,” | 20. 


I ſhall now briefly conſider the 
Qualit) of the Act, or the Proper: 


ties which diſtinguiſh ir. There 


arc four which are moſt material 


and comprehenſive, and which de- 
. elbe the Temper and Diſpoſition 
4 8 


» 


4 of 


1 lateſt Breath: Lord nom letteſt Luk. ii. 2g. 


Jeſus receive my Spirit; Act. vii. gg. 


32 
Sect, 1. 


Luk. xiv. 
28. 
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Self-Dedication, 
of Mind ſuitable to ſuch a Tran. 


action. . 


(..) It muſt be with Underſtand. 
ing and Judgment. Raſh and ſud. 
den Purpoſes are ſeldom right, and 


often eaſily broke, eſpecially in 


Exerciſes of Difficulty, or Times of 
Trial, We muſt well conſider 


what we are going about, and 


take in a diſtinct view of the whole 
Caſe; what are the Engagements 
we come under, and what the Du. 
ties to which we are obliged. W: 
muſt ſit down firft and count the Cj 
of being a Diſciple of Chriſt, and 


be well apprized of all the tan 


Inconvenience which may happen. 
We mult weigh the whole matter, 
and judg upon the beſt Evidence oi 
Things: “ I form this poſitivc 


Judgment of the Caſe, and come | 


La, 


« to this Determination of Mind 


« upon the cleareſt Conviction 
« and as the Reſult of my beſt and 


* 


« matureſt Thoughts, I judg this 
to be highly fir, and my 1ndi: 
Fas : 8 penfibi: 


* 
y * 


2 
. 


„ to the Lord, 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 
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& penſible Duty, to give my ſelf Sect. I. 


I am ſenſi 


cannot diſpoſe of my ſelf better, 


& that I ought not to delay any 


« longer, or be content to be any 


& Other's.“ 
* (2.) With Freedom and Chozce 
The depraved Will may go againſt 


the Dictates of rhe Underſtanding, 


and incline and lead another way. 
The Underſtanding may direct to 
God as the higheſt Good, and the 


Will notwithſtanding incline to Sin 


as a more proper and ſuitable Good. 


This often creates Conflicts and 


Struggles in the unregenerate Mind; 


. 


The Law of the Members warring a- Roms vii. 


gainſt the Law of the Mind. But 


the Will in a renewed Heart, and 


in all its regular Actings, is under 


the Influence and Direction of the 
AC- 
cording to the fixed Apprehenſions 
of the Mind, will be the Motions 
of the Will; and he who judges it 


enlightened Underſtanding. 


23. 


fir and right to be the Lord's, will 


C5 


accord- 


\ 


34 Seif-Dedication, 
Sect. I, accordingly} give himſelf to him 
and muſt needs do that willing], 
which he does with Judgment 


The Underſtanding is the Eye o 


the Mind, and guides the Motion: 
Mat. vi. 22. of the whole Soul; If the. Eye 
ſingle, the whole Body is full of Lili 
The ſanctified Will don't oppoſe th; 
Dictates of the enlightened Under 
ſtanding, but executes what it d 
rects: Tis reſtored to its prope 
Empire in the Soul, and delivere 
from the Bondage of Corrupt 
the Conduct of Error and Slaven 
of Luſt, falſe Deluſidn, and wron 
| Biais; and all the inferior Power 
will be ordinarily under its Com 
mand, and in proportion to thi 
Degree of its Sanctification. 
So that a ſincere Soul gives! 
ſelf to the Lord with free Confer 
of Will, as well as full Convictic 


of Underſtanding. He is mad 


Pial, cx. 3. willing in the da) of. his Power, ai 
Luke x. 42. chaſes the good part which ſhall ner. 
pal. cxix, be taken from him. © I have ch 
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him & ſen the Way of Truth, and am Sect. I. 
6 : i i =» | f . j 
ngly & freely Thine without Necellity 


nent, 


ye (| 


non: 
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4 and Conſtraint, or prevailing 
& Backwardneſs and ReluCtance of 
& Soul; not frighted with [car, 
4 or awed by Shame, from the 
4 mere Power of early Impreſli- 
& ons, or lower Conſiderations, 
« 'Tis the moſt free unforced 
« Choice, what I am governed in 


by the cleareſt Light, and fulleſt 


4 Satisfaction. I feel no Con- 


& ftraint but that of Love, no o- 
6 ther Force but that of Truth. I. 


am overcome with the Weight 
& of Evidence, and yield to the 


& powerful Conviction of my 


Mind“. 

( 3.) It muſt be entire and full. 
It it were a partial Surrender, 
in ſome certain reſpects only, but 
excluſive of ſome other; it would 


be dealing dtceitfull) with the Lord, 
pnd a folema Hypocrily. But as 


We have peculiarly to do, in this 
great Tranſaction, with him who 


fjearcyeth 


= » - 2 


36 


Self-Dedication, 


Sea. J. ſearcheth the Reins and Heart, 
Kg ſo it eſpecially concerns us to ad 


with Clearnels and the ſtricteſt 
Sincerity, We muſt give our eral 
to him in his own way, with 


an abſolute Unreſerve, and without 
Exception or Diſlike of any thing 


he requires: Let me be thine F 


Pſal. cxix. 
128. 


Acts viii. 
37. 


« any Rate, and upon thine own! 
« Terms: Ule me as thou pleaſeſt, 


« imploy me in any purpoſe of thy 
« Glory; diſpoſe of me in any 


“ manner thou ſeeſt fit. I refute! 
« not any Submiſſion thou 10. 
“ quireſt. I decline not any Ser. 
vice to which thou calleſt, [| 
« efteem all thy Precepts concerning 


« all things to be right, and þat 


« Commandments are grievous.” 


And they believe with all thi} | 
Heart; with the Concurrence o, 


the whole Soul, and without any 


fecret Guile, or ſingle Reſerve | 
They dare not withhold any thing 


from him which they. can call ther] 
own: 


P 7 8 


* 99 


. © every falſe way: And zone of the 


. 


80 


be 
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own; but give themſelves up en- Sect. 1, 
ad tirely to him, Body, Soul and Spirit, SN WV 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 


tft to be poſſeſt and imployed as the 


Ives Habitation of God, and Inſtru- 
vith ments of his Glory. 
out! Preceyts with my whole Heart. Yield 69, 
ling} your ſelves to God as thoſe who are Rom. vi. 
alive from the Dead, and your Mem- "3+ 


N 


4 


e atÞ 


Wh 
lest, 
thy! 
any! 
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70. 


bers as Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs 
unto God. Whatſoecver I am and 


6 


I 


poſſeſs is thine : All the Facul- 
tics and Powers of my Nature; 
eyery Enjoyment and Relation 
of Life; whatſoever Advantage 
and Opportunity thou affordefi 


7 


all J have is too little, and the 


beſt, unworthy thy Regard: 
Such as I am, I am entirely 
Thine ; I heartily wiſh I were 
better for thy ſake. If I had 
the Capacity of an Angel, or the 
Innocence of Adam; it I were 
equal in every Grace to thoſe 


who moſt excelled in each; from 


the Faith of Abraham, to the 


Tal of Paul: I fhould think it 


an 


J will keep t hy Pſal, cxix, 


37 
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38 Self-Dedication, 


Sea. I. © an unequal Offering to ſo glori- 
GN ous a Perſon, and would make 


„ an abſolute Surrender of my ſelf 
« to thee.”: EI 

(4.) Fixed and Perpetual, It muſt 
not be fickle and unſteddy, like a 
ſudden Paſſion of Mind, or a good 
Mood, which quickly cools and 


gradually wears off : Nor limited 


and confined to a certain Period or 
Date of Time; ſo that we ſhould 
be underſtood to fay, Thus far ! 
will be the Lord's, but no farther: 
I will be his ſo long, or to ſuch a 


time; and then be at liberty à. 


ain: TI will not be ſtaked down, 
withour the Power of changing my 
Mind, or altering my Courſe. It 
muſt not be hovering and undetct- 
mined like the Ballauce of a Clock, 
which is never fixed, and indifle- 
rent to either Side. 

It muſt be an abſolute Determin:: 
tion of Mind, without wayering 0! 
uncertainty ; coming to full Point 


and fixed Purpole, to be the Lords: 
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unchangeably and for ever; to Sect. I. 
ſtand good to the end of our Days, VV 
and never to be revoked. I Have Pfl. Six. 
inclined my Heart to perform thy Sta- 112. 
tutes, always even to the End. They 


join themſelves to the Lord in a per- ty 
petual Covenant never to be forgot- v 
ten: Which nothing ſhall ever wear 0 


only determines the Mind, but is 


too: © Whatloever difficulty I mect 
« with in the way, whatloever In- 
convenience may poſſibly ariſe, 


[quit all Right to my ſelf, and 


s the ſettled Senſe and Purpoſe of 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 


39 


off the Senſe of, or diſſolve the Ob- i 
ligation. They cleave unto the Lord AR. xi. 28. 


with purpoſe of Heart; which not 


a ſure and conſtant Hold upon it 


from the Change of Circumſtance 
« or Trials of Life; I henceforth 


give up all to thee. I deſire to 
* hold every thing under thee, and 
* with thy Pleaſure and Leave. By 
thy Grace I will never change 
* Maſters, or renounce and for- 
* lake my Lord. This, I am lure, 


my 


14 Self-Dedication, 

j Sect, l. my Soul; and I truft in Chriſt, . 
WM to whom I give my ſelf, I ſhall U 
5 « always live, and die with it at m 
+ | 6 laſt,” na 
al I ſhall only further obſerve; 
* That this Self- Dedication may be in 
a; conſidered either as more Occaſiona, Cil 

= -- in the private workings of a Man's le: 

own Soul, and upon particular E. ler 
mergencies of Things. And ſo it 1 
ſhould be often done, tho in a 

more free and leſs accurate way; pre 
as in a time of Affliction and Dan. ant 
ger; after any ſignal Deliverance ſuc 
and Mercy; upon any great Under. 
taking of Life; under preſent Dark- 
neſs and Temptation; or any ſo- 
lemn Approach to God. An occa 
ſional Solitude, or a ſerious Fram: 
of Mind is a proper Opportunit; 
for ſuch a Pu There is ar 

implicit Surrender to the Lord i 

our daily Deyotions, when we ſeel 
his Preſence with us, and commit 

our ſelves to his Care. Vea, w. 

may give our ſelves to him in p. 

vate 
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riſt, vate Ejaculations, and the ſilent Sect. I. 
hall Workings of the Heart, in the SWW 


midſt of Company, and the ordi- 


nary Buſineſs of Life. 


Or elſe 'tis more Set and Solemy : 
in more direct Form, and an expli- 
cit Manner. And ſo it ought at 


leaſt to be once done, in ſome ſo- 


lemn Retirement, and of ſet Pur- 
7 Retire a while from the 
World; enter into thy Cloſet; 


proſtrate thy ſelf before the Lord; 


and offer thy ſelf to him in ſome 
ſuch manner as this: 


| © am an apoſtate Creature, 


& who have revolted from God, 


« and forfeired my Happineſs; 


cc 


made my felf vile by Sin, and 
* miſerable by thy Diſpleaſure. 1 


have long alienated my ſelf from 


* thee my proper Lord and only 


_ © Happineſs; and ſubmitted to a 
(foreign Yoke; to the Service of 


* Sin, and of the Devil. But 1 
now return to thee as my proper 


. * Owner, and freely acknowledg 


„ thy 


Seq, I. 80 


Self-Dedication, 
thy ſupreme Right: I heartily 


* 


comply with the Methods of thy | 


Mercy; depending on the Mert 
of thy Blood, and yielding to 
thy Spirit's Operations: I come 


under Subjection to thy Autho. 


rity; to be govern'd by thy 
Word, and diſpoſed of at thy 


Pleaſure: I take thee for my 
Happineſs, and reſt in thee az 


my Portion; hoping to be 14 
thee, and to behold thy Glory. | 


do this from the deepeſt Con. 


viction of Mind, with the freeſt 
Conſent of Soul, with abſolute 
Entireneſs and Unreſerve; and 
with a fixed and unalterable Pur. 
pole of Soul. I offer my {elf 
living Sacrifice, with all my Pow- 


ers and Enjoyments, in my o, 
dinary and prevailing Habit and 
Courſe, unwilling Failures, and 


ſincere Repentance allowed: Let 


me find a gracious Acceptance 
with thee, as I deſire unfeign- 


edly to be the Lord's.” 
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Ttily + Sea. II. 
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I 1 Proceed now to preſs this 
| Self-Dedication to the Lord, 
and plead the matter with you; 


and II ſhall argue and urge it upon 
you by the following general Con- 
| rk! aq 


*F 
: 


9. 1. From the Nature of the 
Duty it ſelf. Tis not a rigorous 


or an arbitrary Thing, but highly 
" Reaſonable, and abſolutely Necel- 
| fry. 


Is it not highl Reaſonable in it 


ſelf, and the moſt fit and equitable 
ITbing in all the World? The Apo- 
ſtle beſeeches the Roman Chriſtians 

to preſent themſelves a living Sacri- Rom. xii, 
fe, from this Conſideration, that 1. 

tis their reaſonable Service. 


Let us 


| conſider a little to this purpoſe the 


Y 


Lord; infinitely worthy of all we 


Terms in which 'tis repreſented. 


Who are we to give our ſelves to? 


Is he not a glorious and excellent 


cau 


Self-Dedication, 


Sect. II. can offer him, and graciouſly con | 


V deſcending to accept an Offering # 4 


our hand? Has he not numeroy 
Hoſts of glorious Angels in a Stat; 4 
of Subjection ; always bowing be, 4 
fore him, and waiting to do hi 
Will? And is it not a Privilege ang * 
Honour to preſent our ſelves in ſuc} 


Company to the fame commo K. 


Lord? Is he not a gracious Lon 3 
the Saviour and Portion, the Cen 
ter of Reſt and Element of Souls * 


in whoſe Image conſiſts the Gloy 
of our Nature, and in whoſe Pre 
ſence and Love our Happineſs aud 
Joy? And whither ſhall we go, * 
but unto him? Can we make 
better diſpoſal of our ſelves, or gin} } 
them to any other more excellent} ; 
and worthy, or more proper and, 
ſuitable to us, than he? And whil ** 
is it we are to give him? Is it ams 
thing but our ſelves ? And is that l 
ſo great a matter to be denied him“ 
For tho that import our all, yet hours 
mean and little is that? Are wi} 
not 
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and unworthy his Regard? Not 
lorious Angels, but dying Worms; 
got innocent Creatures, but apo- 
tate Rebels, guilty and polluted 
inners. And are we not the work 
df his Hands, and what he chal- 
lenges as his own by the higheſt 
Right? And ſhould we think much 
F give our {elves to him, who are 
o deſpicably mean and unworthy, 
and ſo much his own already ? Can 
e ſcruple or decline fo low an 
Offering, and ſo every way equal 
and juſt? What is it we are re- 
quired to do with our ſelves? Is 


ſelves to him? And is that any 
Hard or difficult Thing? Does it 
carry in it any thing frightful or dif- 


| Couraging? He does not require 
any thing harſh and ſevere, much 


lels barbarous and cruel, like many 
of the Rites among the Heathen 
1 Nati- 


ot inconſiderable in our Make, Se. II. 
and vile by Sin; below his Notice, WW 


— 


— —2üä—— 
Eat ws 


yes ooo 


IT 


"Rs 2" 


46 


Self-Dedication, 


' 


Sea. II. Nations; as the facrificing 1 


r 


Lev. xviii. 
21. 

1 Kings 
xviii. 28. 


to the honour of the Sun, with an Oxe's Fu 


Lives in Flames, and paſſing th. | 

the Fire, like the Worſhippers « 
Moloch *; or the cutting and ſlafi! 4 
ing our living Fleſh, like the Pric(! \ 


* Moloch was a hollow Image made of Bra 


and Hands ſtretched out ready to receive any thi 
offered, It was made red-hot with Fire, and; 


Infant put into the burning Arms by the wi 4. 
Prieſt, The dying Scriełs were drowned with i, 
noiſe of Drums, which gave riſe to the Nut |, 
Tophet, which ſignifies a Drum, and was the jli | 


of Execution, By this bloody Rite they un * by 


taught to expect the Health of their other M 


dren, and ſecure the Welfare of their Family, 
That paſſing thro the Fire, does not ſignif, 
ſome Modern Jews pretend, paſſing thro it unhir 


or mere Purification and Dedication to ſu | 
Deity ;, but proper Sacrificing, and conſuming ui 
Fire; appears from the Prophet, Ezek. 16. 20, 
Thou haſt ſacrificed them to be devoured. 4% 
Thou haſt flain my Children, and delivered th * 


to cauſe them to paſs thro the Fire for th 
And the Pſalmiſt ſeems to allude to it, Pſ. 106. 


They ſacrificed their Sons and Daughters to lf # 


vils. Vid. Selden De Dis Syris Syntag. 1. Cit 


6. Witſii Miſcell. Lib. 2. Dif. 5. & Jus [4 
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to him; that is, that we hearti- 
t conſent to be his, and reſign 
bur ſelves to him; that we ſhould 
: own 


” + Baal was a Phenician Deity, as Moloch was 
y the Ammonites, One ſignifies Maſter, as the 
other docs a King: both were worſhipped in honour 
the Sun, Among other Rites of the Worſhip 
his Deity, they cut themſelves with Knives 
and Lancets, and covered themſelves with their 
pwn Blood. And tho this was particularly ob- 
Jerved in Mourning for the Dead, and therefore 
Yorbid under the Law, Deut. 14. 1. Ye ſhall 
not cut your ſelves for the Dead; and alluded 


70 by the Prophet, Jer. 19. 6, Men ſhall not la- 


ment for them, nor cut themſelves, nor make 
themſelves bald for them: Yer it appears, that 
Theſe cruel Rites were deſigned in honour to the 
Deity, and to render themſelves acceptable by their 
1 5 

Blood. And probably it was not proper to the 
Proefts, but common to all the Wor ſhippers of Baal; 
at leaſt upon great and extraordinary Occaſions, 


tuen they deſigned to move Compaſſion, or obtain 


an) ſignal Favour, Some con'etture, that Baal i: 
the ſame with Zzys, and Jupiter or Jovi, (which 
| they derive from Jehovah) among the Greeks and 
Romans, Vid. Seld. De Dis Syris Syntag. 2. 

q Porr. 1. Juricu Hiſtoire Critique. 
That 
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and Worſhippers of Baal : he on- Seck. II. 
| F requires that we give our ſelves SY 


48 Se l/ -Dedlication, 


Seq, II. own his Right to whom we real 


belong, and give our ſelves to hz | 
who is moſt worthy of us; thaty. 
ſhould be under his direction, a, ? 


at his diſpoſe, who is the kind: 


Lord, and whom we may ſecure} } 
truſt. And can any thing be ma I 
reaſonable and eaſy ? What can? 
do leſs, or he require ſhort « * 


this? | 
Beſides, tis abſolutely Neceſſar 


as well as infinitely Reaſonal: 50 


x * — 


That the ſame Rites were in uſe among the l. 
mans in their Sacrifices to Bellona the Godd:(: : 


War; appears from Seneca, in Medea. At, *® 


Scen. 2. 


Tibi nudato | 
Pectore Mænas ſacro feriam 
Brachia cultro 
Manet noſter ſanguis ad aras. 


Tertullian's Teſtimony concerning this Cui, 
is remarkable: Infantes penes Africam Satan 
immolabantur palam uſq; ad Proconſulatum * 
berii, qui ipſos Sacerdotes eiſdem arboribus tem 


ſui obumbraticibus ſcelerum, votivis crucibus ef 


ſuit. Sed & nunc in occulto perſeveratur hoc 
crum facinus. Tertul. Apol. Cap. 8. 
It 


mor 
Can rn 


ort 


ceſſar 
nab 
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And theſe two Conſiderations, Seck. II. 
F'hcrever they meet together, give 
the greateſt weight to any matter 
U, a } 
inde MF, . . . | 
ande #ifferent thing which may ſafely be 


cure neglected and let alone; or a Small 


all the World. Tis not an I- 


and inconſiderable thing, without 
any great Inconvenience. But 'tis 
abſolutely neceſſary by the Conſti- 
tution of the Goſpel, to the higheſt 
Purpoſes of divine Mercy, and e- 


very faving Bleſſing; what was 


never diſpenſed with in any Man's 
Caſe, nor ever can be. Hence we 
find it often made a diſtinguiſhing. 
Character of good Men; Gather Pfal. l. . 
together my Saints, they who have 
made a Covenant with me by Sacri- 


| fce. Tis propheſied of returning 


Cuſim| 
Satuit! 
tum 7 
is tem 
us expo 


Au | 
Al. 


Sinners; That they ſhall 2% the Jer. l.. 
way to Sion with their Faces thit her- 
ward: ſaying, Come, let us join our 
ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual 
Lodenant, never to be forgotten, 


And the Apoſtle is very exprels;, 


hoc if 


Anow Je not to whom ye yiela your Rom. . 
b ſelves 16. 


Sect. II. ſelves Servants to obey, his Ser van 
Oje are whom ye obey, whether of Sig 
anto Death, or of Righteouſneſs un. 


————— — — — — 


Self- Dedication, 


to Life? This is rhe grand Chi 


radteriftick, or mark of DiſtinCtion, | 


which ſeparates and divides cht 
whole World, and plainly ſhey 
whoſe you are, and to whom you 
belong. Every ſincere Believer i 
Chrift gives up himfelf to him; and 
there never was ſuch a one in all the! 
World, who never did fo: 7. e. 4 
true Chriftian who never heartily! 
conſented to be the Lord's, 9. 
made a perſonal Surrender to him, 


Q. 2. I argue from the Obligs 


tions we lie under to him. Ther 


are ſeveral Rong Obligations mee 


together. For Example: 


There is the Obligation of an 
antecedent Right. You are truly] 


his, and belong to him, whethe 


you own his Right or not. Fo 


his Right is founded in Nature, and 


is antecedent to any Act of ours, 0! 
any 


f an 
truly 
ether 


Fot. 


and 


any 


+ Creatures of his Power, who ſprung 
Being at his Command. Vou are 


vou will or no; and belong to 


mies. He has purchaſed the Church Act. xx.28, 
| Purchaſed Poſſeſſion, a ſpecial Pro- pl. i. r4, 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 
any one for us; and wholly inde-Sect. II. 


51 
pendent upon it. You are the SYV 


out of nothing, and roſe up into 


his, and not your own, whether 


im, and to no one elfe : as Rebels 

are, notwithſtanding, the Subjects 

of a rightful Prince. And he has 

a Right founded in the Purchaſe of 

his Blood, as well as the natural 

Right of a Creator: For he gave Mat. xx. 
his Life a Ranſom for us. And we are 28. 

ſo many ranſomed Slaves: He has 
redeemed us by his precious Blood from 1 Pet. i. 
the Bondage of our ſpiritual Ene- “ 


with his own Blood; and we are a 


curement, and an appropriate and 
3 People to himſelf. Vea, he 

died, and roſe and revived, that he Rom. xiv, 
night be the Lord of the Dead and” 
Ling. He has acquired a new 
and further Right, by the Merit of ! 
ö 1 . ö 


— 2 —öüjI 
— — E—— 


52 Sel / Dedication, 
Sea. II. his Death; and demands you as his 
opn, in the Right of the Purchak 

he has made, He is to be conf. 

2 Pet. ii. i. dered as the Lord who bought u; 
1 Cor. vi. and we, as not our own, for we an 
19, 20. bought with a Price. And ſhould 
you not readily own fo clear and 
ſtrong a Right? Can you deny {| 


high and juſt a Claim? Would i 1 


not be the moſt manifeſt Injuſtice, 
and the higheſt Injury and Wrong! 
Beſides, There is the Obligation 

of our Baptiſmal Covenant. You 
have been ſolemnly ſet apart for 


himſelf, and dedicated to his Se: 


AA. xix. 3. vice. We were baptized in ti! 
| Name of the Lord Jeſus. The pro. 
per Chriſtian Baptiſm, here diſtir- 
guiſned from the Baptiſm of Join 
which was only preparatory as 
introductive to the Chriſtian Di. 
nfation, and a kind of tempora 
middle State; is by the Authorit 
and Appointment of the Lord |: 
ſus Chriſt, and according to ti| 
Form and Commiſſion * 
es hin 


= 


TO — 
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$his him. So we are baptized into Sect. II. 
chat Chriſt; diſtinguiſhed from othersby GIM. . 4 
onſ. this peculiar Badg of Diſcipleſhip; \ 
%; which is of another Kind and Con- 
e an  fideration from that of the Fathers, Cor x2. 
ould who were under the Cloud, and paſa 
and ſed thro the Sea, and were baptized 1 
ny h anto Moſes in the Cloud, and in 4 
11d it: the Sea: Which is plainly Figura- ö 
tice, tive and Metaphorical, and not a { 


ong proper Baptiſm; a mere alluſive 
ation Expreſſion, and not at all parallel 
You to Tala baptized into Chriſt. And 
t for it was plainly typical of Chriſt 
5 Se,, too, as appears by ver. 4. They 
in tit drank of that ſpiritual Rock which 
e pro followed them, and that Rock mas 
diſtin. - Chriſt x. : 
Jon, His Right was ſolemnly owned 
y ail either by your own Act in your 
in Di! | 


porar | — 9 
-horit] * God by the Covering of the Cloud, took them 
ord 1: under his Wings and Protection; and they paſſmg 

"of A thro the Red-Sea, the Waters incloſing them round 
o about, did profeſs to truſt in God, &c. Patrick's 
en b. Aqua Genitalis, 418. | 


hin „ adult 


— 


A 
i OI 


7 Fe — —— 
Og oe — eo as > oo A e-. 
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54 Self-Dedication, 
Sect. II. adult State; or by the Act of other; 
VV for you in your Infant State. You 
have in reality been already given 

up to him, and are not now at li. 

berty whoſe to be, or to make ano. 

ther Choice. So the queſtion now 
is; Will you ſtand to your Baptiſm, 
or will you revoke it ? Will you be 
faithful to fo ſacred an Engagement, | 
or falſe and deceitful? We have 
virtually done this already, and 
are obliged to do it in our own Per- 
ſon. For we were given up to him 
by our Parents, and brought under 
the Bonds of the Covenant, that we 
might ſtand to it our ſelves, and 
make it our own Act and Decd, 
when we come to be capable of it. 

And can any doubt whether we 

ought to be as good as our Word 


gagement? *Tis aſtrange Abſurdity 


ver to give himſelf wp* to him: | 


Yea, *tis a virtual and implicit rc | 
f nouncing 


S 3 1 .. cl.uo fro Lak rs —. 


and ſtand to the moſt ſolemn En- 


for a baptized Perſon, or one ſo- 
lemnly devoted to the Lord, ne. 


11 


of innumerable Mercies. 
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gation 5 it. 4 
Again, There is the Obligation 
He has 


not dealt with us as a Stranger or 


an Enemy, with Diſtance and Dit- 


pleaſure; but with the Kindneſs of a 


Father, and the Favour of a Friend. 
Let us conſider our ſelves as his 
Creatures and Care, who has plac'd 


us in ſuch a Rank of Beings, aud 
given us ſuch noble Powers; be— 


ſtowed the common Mercics of 
Life upon us, and ſupplied all our phil, 


needs out of his Riches in Glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus. An unbroken Series 
of Mercy has followed us all our 
days, and we have lived the 


Charge of an indulgent Provi- 
dence; received conſtant Supports, 


and Comforts of Life; many ſca- 


ſonable Appearances, and diſtin— 
guiſhing Expreſſions of Goodnels. 


Have we. not every one of us, had 
Experience in the courſe of Lite, 


D 4 Of 


8 
nouncing our Baptiſin, and refuſing Sect. II. 
the direct Deſign and great Obli- 


iv. 19. 


TY 


Self-Dedication, 


See, Il. of ſome. or other memorable Del. 


Rom, Xii. 
1 


verance and Fayour ? Perhaps t. 
owe our Lives to a narrow Eſcape 
from a threatninig Danger, and De. 


liverance from ſo great a Death: Oi 
have received ſome eminent Mercy, 
beyond all our Hopes, and again 


our Fears, by an inviſible Hand, 
or extraordinary appearance of Pro.| 


vidence. Yea, have we not lived 


all our days under the clear Light 
of the Goſpel, and rich Enjoyment! 


of the means of Grace, and had 
peculiar Privileges - and Advantages 


above former Ages of the Church, | 


and other parts of the World? 
And ſhould we not be veſeechea 
by the Mercies of the Lord, to pre- 


ſent our ſelves a living . Sacrifice! | 
Should not the Charms of Good-| 
.- ncſs allure, and the Force of Love | 
prevail? Where ſhould we facii-| 
. fice but at his Altar, who is the 


God of our Lives and our Mercics! 


Whole ſhould we be but his, who| | 
gave us all we have? Can the : 


S-& „ 
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Deli. he any reaſonable Doubt, or Com- Seck. II. 


| they are Jews, aud are not, 


os We, petition in the Caſe? So that the 
| Ducſtion here is, whether we ſhall 

de Grateful, yea or no, to our beſt 
Friend; or incur the guilt of the 
moſt hateful Crime in the blackeſt 
| inſtance of it, that is Ingratitude, 


and Abuſe: of Mercy. 


k inally, You are obliged by 
your own Profeſſion. This is the 
Language and Import of a credible: 
| Profeſſion before the World, of. 
your daily Appearance in ſolemn 
| Aſſemblies, and regular Attendance 
upon outward Means; that you are 
the Lord's, and own a Subjection 
to him. Now either you are hear- 
ih willing to be the Lord's, or you 
are not. If you are not, why do 


you make a Profeſſion of being ſo; 


e why do you he to the Holy Ghoſt, Acts v. 3. 
and diſſemble with God and Man? 1 
We read not only of the IJ) ing, Rev. ii. 9. 


but the Blaſphemy of them who ſay 
Why 


don't you preſently renounce your 
95 Pro- 


= = 24. Ae —_— 
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Seck. II. Profeſſion, and throw it up, and 
deal frankly and clearly with the 


— 


Self Dedication, 


World? But if indeed you are wi. 
ling; why don't you actually do it 


Immediately give your ſelves 19 


him, and do what you profeſs t 
be willing to do. The Queſtia 
ans veer is; Shall we be Sin. 

or Hypocrites? Act according to ou 


profeſſed Sub jection, or not? Dar 


any Man openly avow Treacher 


and Deceit? Would you nor eſtecn| 


it an Injury and Reproach to ht 


thought not willing to be th 
1 or ſincere in the Profeſſioiſ 
you make? And can you refuſe ti 
give your felves to him, withouf 
the groſſeſt Inconſiſtency with youſ 
felves, and contradicting the Pro 
feſſion you make? 


d. 3. Let us conſider the Weak 


r 


nefs and Inſufficience of every Pr 
tence to the contrary, This vi 
appear by a little Reaſoning tog 
ther about the matter. Why don 

6s ; i 


* 


982  Y . ” „ > 624 48 
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* 

*. 

— 8 
— 


8 1 


— 
2 


„ and} 


h the! 


e Wil. 
do it! 


ES do 


fs to 


| 


— 


Inet | 
-o ou ready diſpoſed of, and engaged to 
Dart other Lords? If you were now 
chent free, and at liberty whole to be, 
teen or were now to make your Choice; 
to h perhaps you might give your ſelves 
e t to him, and be willing to be the 
fot Lord's: But you are engaged in ano- 
fuſe n tber Intereſt, and held faſt under the 
ithoul Dominion of other Lords, by long 
0 Cuſtom, and powerful Habits of 
Pra Sin. — But whole are you when you 
are not the Lord's? What are thoſe 
Lords who have the Dominioi 
wen er you? Have they any juſt 
y Prl Claim or proper Right? Is it ret 
S wil 12 #/«rped Power they exerciſe over 
ton Jou, and a plain Invaſion of ano- 
„ e ther's Right? Vea, are they nat 
y CONF * | p | | 
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all Parties, and who differ in other 
Points? What hinders you from 
doing it; what can you plead in 
your own Excuſe? - 

Will you fay; Thar you are al- 


4 
* 
773 { Ie 


| 
ö 
( 


you give your ſelves to the Lord? Sed. I. 
. it not 2 plain and indiſputable” 
thing among ſerious Chriſtians of 


— . — éNN 2 < 
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Seck. II. Enemies, who do you an unſpexk. 5 


able Hurt, and intend your eternal] 
c vi. Ruin? Is not the end and wages of 
, Pet. J. 8. Sin, Death; and our Adverſary th 
Devil a roaring Lion, ſeeking whon! 
he may devour ? And had you ri | 
i Cor. vi. ther be the Captives of Satan, than 
5 the Lord's Freemen? The Slaves off 
Sin, than the Subjects of Chriſt? 
Had you rather be wrongfully de. 
tained by a foreign Power, than 
give up your ſelves to your right.] 
ful Lord; and reſign your ſclveÞ 


to the Power of a mortal Enemy! 


than truſt your beſt Friend? Will 
you hug your own Chains, and 
embrace and /ove Death? Should 
you not immediately mreſt you 


ſelves out off their hands, and! 


throw off the galling Yoke? Shoullf | 
ou not breathe after Liberty, and] 
long for Deliverance * Where i 


the Senſe of Honour, or true Am. 
bition of Mind, to be content with 
Slavery, and fit down tamely um] 


0:Þ- 


der the vileſt Oppreſſion? 


ts 1 
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bez.] Or elle will you pretend, That Sect. II. 
ernalſÞ you have been already given up to 


es o Him, and what need is there of do- 
the ing it again? You have been de- 
vn vored to him in your early Years, 
u | and ſtand related and engaged by ö 
than] your Baptiſm; and what need of do- g 
es ofÞ ing that your ſelves, which has been | 
riſt!Þ done for 22 by others; or doing | 
y de-Þ that afreſh which was once done | 
than] with ſo much Solemnity long ago? 
ight-Þ But ſhould not this rather oblige 
elyes you to give your ſelves to him? 
emy, For was it not with this Deſign, 
Will that you were offered up ro han, an 
and your Parents, that you might after 
nouldÞ give up your ſelves to him, and to 
your Þ oblige you to do it in your own 
and Perſon? Baptiſm is only a Security 
houldÞ during your Minorit) and Infant- 
, and] State, The Obligation of your 
re ö Parents ceaſes, when you become 
Am. capable of acting for your ſelves, 
- with and comes with a direct Force and | 
un] full Weight upon your ſelves. Be- 
I fides, either they did well or ill, 
Oi „ Who 


62 Se ./ Dedication, 
Sect. Il. who offered you up to God in Bap. 
tiſm. If they did ill; why do you] 
plead their Authority, or lay any 
weight upon what they did for 
you? Why is this made an Excuſe? 
But if they did well; why don't | 
you own their Act, and take it up-. 
on your felf? Should you be al. 
ways Chriſtians by another's Chriſ. 
tianity only, and not by your own | 
Conſent? Ought it not in reafon | 
to be your own Act, as ſoon as you 
are capable of making it ſo? 
Further, will you fay ; This may | 
be done ſome other time as well; 
there is no need of haſte, or doing 
it juſt now? You intend to give þ 
your ſelves to the Lord, tome time 
or other, but are now indiſpoled, | 
or leſs fit by the Hurries of Bufincls, þ 
and various Engagements of Lite, 
Cc. But if this be a matter Which! 
muſt be done ſome time or other: 
is it not fit it ſhould be done im- 
mediately? That which muſt be 
done, cannot be done too 0 | 
the 
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the ſooner, always the better, be- Sect. II. 
cauſe the hazard of delay is pre- 


vented, and all the benefit of it ſe- 
cured. Beſides, how can you tell 
you ſhall do it hereafter, if you 
neglect to do it now? This may 
poſſibly be the only ſeaſon for it. 
The Calls and Encouragements of 
divine Mercy are always for the 
preſent : Nom is the accepted Time, 2 Cor. vi 


rom is the Day of Salvation; To-day* 

if you will hear his Voice, harden Heb. iv. 7. | 
not your Heart, The day of Life 

q 3 expire ſooner than you ex- 
pect 3 


or the Influences of divine 


Grace be wholly withdrawn, by 


longer neglect: and either way it 
becomes impoſſible, and the only 


opportunity loſt, However, to be 
| ſure this is the fitteſt time, and 


none fo proper as the preſent. It 


can never be done with io much 


Safety or ſo great Advantage, if 
you delay it longer; and there 
never will be a more code nt Seas 


fon, And is it not more reaſonable 
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64 
Sect. Il. to do it now, than run the ris; Þ 
of never doing it at all; or at! 
leaſt of doing it under many Cir. Þ 
cumſtances of Damage and Dilad. 


Self-Dedication, 


vantage? 


Or will you one on the o. 
that you know not 


ther extreme ; 
whether he will accept you, and it 


be not now too late? If indeed you] 
had ſomething more valuable and 


worthy to offer him, you might 


oſſibly hope to find Acceptance; 
bar you are ſinful and vile, in the] 
higheſt Inſtances, and under the 
blackeſt Aggravations. Or if you 
had given your ſelves to the 


Lord before, and made an Offering 


of your carly Youth and manly | 
Vigour, perhaps you might have 
found Regard : but you have long | 
neglected and refuſed, or been un- 


ſound and unſtedfaſt in his Cove- 
nant; and queſtion whether it wil 
not be now in vain. Will he ac- 
cept fo mean an Offering, and ſo 
late a Votary, if I ſhould now re- 
| T | turn 


not 
nd it 
you 

and 
night 
nce: 
1 the 
the 


you 


humble Eptreaties, and gracious 


the 
ering 
Janly 
have 
long 


1 un- 


"OVC- 


2 
1d 10 


Ve- 
turn 
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turn to him? But is not the di- Sect. II. 


vine Mercy infinitely great, vari- 
ous as our Wants, and wide as all 
our Deſires; capable of higher Diſ- 
| plays of it ſelf, than ever were yet 
e 0. made, and never in any Inſtance 
exerted to the utmoſt? Has He 


made bn of particular Ca- 
ſes, or excluded any who are wil- 


ling to be his; and does it become 


us to do it? Would it not be e- 


qually unjuſt to him, and unkind 


to our ſelves, to narrow and con- 


fine his rich and boundleſs Grace ? 


Yea, don't he condeſcend to 


Aſſurances of Regard ? Does not 


divine Wiſdom lift up her Voice, and Prov. i. 20. 
ery to the Children of men, not only viii. Begin. 
to the Simple, but to the Scorners 


who long delight in Scorning? Did 
be not ſpeak in the greateſt Con- 


will | courſe of the People; If any Man Job. vi. 3. 
thirſt, let him come unto me and 


drink? And left it as a ſtanding 
Encouragement to the World ; 


Come 
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66 Seh. Dedication, 


Set. Il. Come to me all ye who labour wif 


28, Reſt. And him whocometh unto mil 
Joh. v37- I will in no wiſe caſt out. And again 
Rev. xi. The Spirit and the Bride ſay com 
wh awd let him who heareth jay com 
and let him who ir athirſt come, an 
whoſoever will, let him come, an 

take of the Waters of Life fre 
What ſtrains of Rn de d 
Expreſſions breathe, what ſtoop af 
Condeſcenſion do they repreſent! 
And has he not always accept 
them who ſincerely offered then 
felves to him? Did he ever rcjctp 
humble Soul, and will he now bf 
gin? Or be more unkind to y 
than all the World beſides ? Haſh 
you not the fame Encouragemenii 
and Grounds of Hope, which ul 
they have had, who went befor 
you, and found acceptance with 
him? a. 
| Upon the whole; if you doi 
give your ſelves to the Lord, you 
act altogether nacrountabh), - 
| | Wig 


| Perſonal and Sacramental. 67 
thout any reaſonable pretence; Sec. 11. 
pd will be found inexcuſable and 5 Y 
gichout Apology at. lalt. Every | 
nWilty Refuſer of the Goſpel-Call : 
Will be ſtruck Speechleſs, and re. Mat. w. 
| comMiced to a defenceleſs Silence. 


. 4. J argue from the reſpective 

| | Orang Iſſues Waere 3 

pon your giving your ſelves to 

oop m, or not doing it. Let us ſuppoſe 

eſem en on the one ſide, that you do 
cepteſhvre your ſelves to the Lord; and 

| thenſWw well were it if this could be 
rcjetMppoſed of every one | how happy 

ow booald be the Conſequence! For 

to yolſkcample, 

Ha You would be brought into a 
emeniWecial Relation to him, and a ſtate 

ich i Friendſhip and Favour, If you 
before your ſelves to him, he will 

e vimcome yours, and will give him- 

Af to you. You will then be abe 
d fay with the Church; This God Phil. xlviii 
our own God: and with the 
Poule ; This is my Beloved, and this cant. v. is. 


75 


68 Se , Dedlication, 
SeQt. Il. is my Friend, O ye Daughters of Jeu 
Re ſalem: and with Thar: 1 1 
28. and my God. He will own ü 

neareſt Relation, and bear dear 
Affection and Good-will. V 

Job, xy, Will be the Friends of Chriſt, ul 
15. he will not be aſhamed to call yh 
Heb. ii. 11. Brethren. All the former diſtan 
will immediately ceaſe, and he yi 

be yours in a Covenant-Relati 

and peculiar Manner; in the 1 
erciſe of all his glorious Perfection 

and Communication of his Grad 

He will manifeſt ſpecial Love, ah 
converſe with a familiar Freedoniffo 

He will admit you to peculiarh 
timacy, and allow an holy Bolle 

neſs with him; all the Endearmen# 

of Kindneſs, and Confidence ( 
Friendſhip. And how great af 

vour is that in him, and honou 

able a Relation to us? 
Beſides, you will be inter 

in all the Bleſſings of the Coyenan 
When we make a Surrender of off 

ſelves to the Lord, we have tiþ 

vi 


[ * 
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pry moment an actual Right to Sed. II. 
yenant-Mercies, and all the pe- SW 
bliar Bleſſings of ſo high and near 
Relation. View the Covenant 

jund; take a full and diſtin ac- 

Punt of all the exceeding great and 
ecious Promiſes in which it con- 
diſtaWts, or the invaluable Bleſſings it 
| he ntains; and upon this Suppoſi- 
Relation they all become yours: For 

the I the Promiſes of God are Tea, and 3 
fectionWmen in him. And all are Jours, , + 
3 Grady ye are Chriſt's. 22. 

ve, u Immediately upon your giving 
reedoWWour ſelves to him, you are actually 


uliar lifÞſifed, and diſcharged from Con- 

y Bolemnation : For the Righteouſneſs Rom. ii. 
arme God which is by Faith of Jeſus 
ence ( iſt, is unto all, * upon all who 


at at 


elieve; for there is no difference. 
honou 


Fou are adopted i into the Family of 
Pod, and inveſted in all the Pri- 


interiſfileges of Sons: For ye are all the cal is. 
ovenulhildren of God, by Faith in Chriſt” 
er of 0 han. You receive the Gift of the 
aye UPpirit, the great Mark of Sonſhip, 


veß and 


70 


Self-Dedication, 8 


Se&. II. and higheſt Pledg of Covenant. N 


989 
Gal. iv. 5. 


your : And becauſe ye ave Sons, G 
hath ſeut forth the Spirit of his $ 
into your Hearts, A Right to 
the Ordinances of the Gotpel-Wq 
ſhip, and moſt pecuhar Privileg 
of the Goſpel-State. They wh 
are made Sons, have a Right tot 
Childrens Bread, Every one 


has truly given himſelf to the Lo 


and can clear this ſingle Point; 


certainly fit for the Lord's Tab 
and has an undoubted Right to! 


For tis the Lord's Fable, and nd 


the Table of any Mertal; and! 
Will muft be obſerved in the Ruk 


of Admiſſion, as well as the M. 


thods of Adminiſtration : As nor 
ſhould be admitted who have not 
Claim by Goſpel-Right, fo not 
thould be refuſed who 8 that! 
who heartily conſent to the Golpe 


Covenant. In ſhort, you are | 


tereſted in the comprehenſive Pr 


miſes of the new Covenant: Th 
the Lord will give Grace and Gl 


45 


| 


Pegſonal and Sacramental, 71 
ant- NM no good Thing will he wit hold; Sect. I. 
, bat all Things which befal you ſhall NN 
his $rk together for good. And Godlineſs 

- to i the Promiſe of the Life which 
1-Wolhoo , and of that which is to come. 

ivileg further; Y ou will be entitled to 

ey wiſe ſpecial Protection and Care of 

t to tov :idence, By giving your ſelves 

ne wi him, you engage his Care of 

ie Loo: If you put your ſelves under 

oint; Is Protection, you ſecure a ſpecial 

- Tabſegard. For will he not take care 


it to i bis own, who feeds the Fowls Mar. vi. 
and nd e Air, and clothes the Grafs of 6239. 
and e Feld? H he denies the Faith, 1 Tim, v. 


id is worſe than an Infidel, whos . 
ovides not for his own ; will he be 
As nonÞmindful of us, or unfaithful to 
ve not Word ? No, he will watch over 
ſo nou by an indulgent Providence, 
that id be concerned for your Welfare, 
Goſpeſ he is not for any others: He will pal. cxix. 
are il tk upon YOu, aud be merciful to you, 132. 
ive Pe uſeth to do to thoſe who love his 
t: Thigne. He will keep what you com- 
2d Glu to him, and provide for your 
1 . | Safety 


je Rule 
the M. 


1 ; 
Sea, II. Safety and Relief in danger. He wil 
Auill zever leave you in any Tria har 
of Life, or ſuffer you to periſh in LY 
jour Affliction; for he was tempteiff the 
like as we are; and touched with th of. 


| Pfal. ci. 
28. 


after you. Beſides the Experience 


Sel/-Dedication, 


eeling of our Infirmities; and nom ry! 
an Fo 3 He wil u 
guide your ways in every perplex ICY. 
ing Strait, and proſper your AfairÞ,,, 
ſo far as is fit, and bleſs your Sei g/, 
Dur 
of a merciful Care all your days i a 
you ſecure an Entail of Mercy upoi The 
your Poſterity. The Children of ih bim, 
Servants ſhall continue, and thiiſ his e 
Seed (hall be eſtabliſhed for eviſgomet 
And how large a Proſpect does thi i, 2 
open, and how vaſt and varioufiquen, 
Encouragement does it afford? Bhi to 
But this is not all; you are {Ke I. 
cure of Heaven at laſt. Tis a pla But 
Evidence that they are given to hide o 
of the Father, who have given thenther 
ſelves to him; That he had a Puſhour 
poſe of Mercy towards them bea 


Ot to 
the Foundation of the World, Wc, 
| Wh 4 
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le will give them eternal Life. They Sect. II., 
zal bare now a Right to the Tree of NV Y 
Le, and will be ſafely brought to 

tel] the Poſſeſſion of it. Every Child 

thi of God is an Heir of Heaven; eve- 

ry faithful Follower of Chriſt ſhall 

vilÞbe with him for ever. If we are Rom. viii. 
e children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, 7. 
irgend joint Heirs with Chriſt. If a Gal. iv. 7. 
cedÞSon, then an Heir of God thro Chriſt. 

ne Pur Lord tells his Diſciples ; where 

ay am, there ſhall alſo my Servant be. 

pol They will be glorified together with 
bim, and ſhare in the Honours of 

hei his exalted State; To him who over Rex. u. 
þ will I graut to (it with me.. 


thi »y Throne. What happy Conſe- 
iouf guences are theſe, and how power- 
ul to perſuade to give our ſelves to 
e lhe Lord! 

plaq Bur now let us view the other 
* de of the Caſe, and ſuppoie on the 
then 


ther hand; that you don't give 
PuWour ſelves to him, and continue 
befor to do fo ; what will be the Con- 
; Viquence of that? Let me repre- 
wa as {eu 


* 


— — 
— 
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74 
Sect. 11. ſent and plead the matter with ya. 


Ma little. Conſider the State ya *® 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be in. Wha 0 


Nat. xii c. who is not with me, is againſt me; au 


enter and fink into your Hean 


indifferent to either fide. Yo 


' Chriſt's or the Devil's. Theſe u 


Self-Dedication, 


is the Condition in which you noy h 
ſtand ? In whoſe Poſſeſſion do you ba 
lie, and to whom do you belong 


Have you ever pondered the mf 5% 
ter, or ſuffered ſuch a Thought u 51 


You cannot ſtand Neutral, or U 


muſt be of one fide or other. Ou A 
Lord expreſly tells us: Ton can 
ſerve God and Mammon. And i 


he who gathereth not with me, ſcatter 
eth abroad. You muſt be eithq 


the two great Heads to which ever 
one belongs, and who divide ti 
whole World between them. E 
ry Soul is a Prize which both Pi 
ties court and contend for, and oi 
or other certainly wins and carti 
oft. Now if you are not the Lord 
whoſe are you in the mean tin 


al 


Pier ſonal and Sacramental. 4 Þ 
and whom do you give your ſelves Sec. Il. 
to? Why you are in Bondage to 
Sin and the Devil, and ſubmit to 

the vileſt Slavery and Vaſſalage. 

| Our Lord tells the unbelieving 
ems; Te are of your Father the De: Joh. viii. 
vil. And the Prince of the Power of **: 


t ; the Air works in the Children of Diſ- ph. it. 2 | 
; b obedience, You are led Captive by2 Tim. ii. 


Catan at his pleaſure, and ſerve di- 2s. 
vers Luſts and Pleaſures. Are you Tir. ii, 3. 
content with ſuch a ſtate of Things? 


* 
* 
2 
8 


4 Jan you be eaſy or patient under 
nch a Bondage? Satisfied with ſuch 
= Lord, whom none of you darc to 
zinda dn, Or can endure to ſee? 
Beſides; you are unintereſted iu 
bying Bleſſings. If you don't be- 
ong to him, and are not his; what 
retence can you have to any thing 
hich is his, to the Purchaſe of his 
ood, or Promiſe of the Covenant? 
2. ou can have no Claim of Right, 
101 Ground of Plea, The account | 
„Je Apoltle gives of the Chriſtian tt 
1 Li | 
| 


ſe at 
eVcl 
le th 
Ext 


h Pa 
nd oi 


| preſians in their Gentile State, may 
| . bo 


1 25 
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Self- Dedication, 


Sea. Il. be applicd to Unbelievers under 


KN 


the Goſpel: That at that time I 


Eph. ij. 12. were without Chriſt, Aliens from th: 


1 Joh. V. 


hath not the Son, hath not Life. In 


Commonwealth of Iſrael, Stranger: 
to the Covenants of Promiſe, havin 
no Hope, and without God in the 
World. And the Apoſtle Joh Þ 
ſpeaks directly to this Caſe : He wh 
hath the Sou hath Life; and he mh 


this ſtate of ſpiritual Diſtance and 
Neglect, of Eſtrangement and Alic-f 


nation from him, you can have no 
one ſaving Benefit by him; not one 


Sin can be pardoned, nor any fit- 


gle inſtance of ſpecial Fayour ; ne 
actual Right, or well grounded 


Hope. -: 

Again, you muſt needs be 
concerned in his ſpecial Care. Ve. 
ſhare in the common Bounty « 
Providence indeed, for in him t 
live and move. He takes the far 


care of you, he does of all i 
Creatures; of Herbs and Plan 


of the Spires of Graſs, and the LF 


* 
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lies of the Fields; of the animal Sect. 11. 
Creation ; 
But you have no Right to the ſpe- 
cial and peculiar Concern he ſhews 
towards his own; the Tenderneſs 
of Care and conſtant Regard to their 
Intereſts and Welfare. Vou muſt 
ſhift for your felves, and do as well 
as you can. He is under no Ob- 
ligation to any gracious Regards; 
or to ſhew more kindneſs to a Sin- 


ner than to a Bird or a Worm. And 


his common Mercy is free and pre- 
carious, which may be denied or 
withdrawn at pleaſure. He may 
ſtrip you naked, and leave you de- 


| folate at any time, without Im- 
peachment or Challenge. Vea, he 
will for ever withdraw at laſt, and 


1 withhold all the Good he ever 


ſhewed them. He will leave them in 
their greateſt Extremity, and deride 


their ſoreſt Diſtreſs: He will ſtand 


| L by and behold their Miſery without 
any Reliefs of Mercy or Touches 
of Compaſſion 


towards them. 
E3 I 


of Flies and Worms. SW 


. «- 
5 2 — — — — — — 
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Seq, II. 
„ 
Prov. i. 24. 


Self-Dedication, 


I called, but you refuſed ; I ſtreteh 
out my Hand, but no man regarded, 
will laugh at your Calamity, aud 
mock when your Fear cometh, Here. | 


upon again, 


of Goodneſs, will be the degree of | 
Severity and Weight of his final 
Wrath. Thoſe who would not that 


Luk, xix. 
27. | 


2 Theſſ. i. 
b. 


He will inflict the heavieſt Wrath 
upon the finally Diſobedient. He 
will vindicate the Cauſe of his ſlight. 
ed , Goodneſs, and injured Mercy, 
againſt all wilful Refuſers, and re. 
venge the quarrel of his broken 
Covenant. And according to the 


length of his Patience, and meaſure 


he . ſhould reign over them, will be 


brought forth and ſlain before him. 
And he will be revealed from Hes. 
wen with his mighty Angels in Flame 
of Fire, taking Vengeance on then 
who know not God, and obey not tie 
Gofpel. And we find every where 
not only certain and inevitable 
Ruin threatned, but fiery Wrath 
and flaming Vengeance, the bores 

Sy = Sh Hell, Þ 


| Furnace ſeven times hotter. 
be more tolerable for Sodom and Go- 
| morrah, for Tyre and Sidon in the 
da) of Judgment, than for them: 
| Thoſe who were guilty of the groſ- 
ſeſt Impieties, and greateſt Abute of 


natural Light. They will perifÞ ho. x.25, 


— = —- — 


Perſonal and 8 acramental. 79 


| Hell, and loweſt depths of Miſery. Sect. II. 
| Much more ſhall not we eſcape, who- 
| ever elſe do, if we turn away from 25. 
| him who 
They who deſpiſe the Goodneſs of 
| God, treaſure up unto themſelves Rom. ii. 4. 
| Wrath againſt 


They prepare Fuel for the ever- 


4 


ſpeaketh from Heaven. 
the day of Wrath. 


laſting Burning, and heat the fiery 
It will 


without Mercy, and under a ſorer Pu- 


| ment, than ignorant Heathens, or 


| difobedient 


EWS, 


To conclude; Their Eyes will 


be open when ' tis too late, and they 
will be wiſe at laſt in vain, who 
now refuſe to give themſelves to 
| him, and make light of the Offers 
of his Mercy. Let all theſe Con- 
ſiderations concur to engage every 


E 4 Sou!, 


A 
Heb. xii, 


— — —— — —— — 3 
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80 Self-Dedication. | 
Seck. II. Soul, Younger and Elder, in ont 
common Offer and Surrender «of Þ 

themſelves to the Lord: Let u 
break up with this parting Reſolu. Þ 
tion, and let there be no one dil. 
ſenting Voice, not one ſingle dif. 
agreeing Vote. 92 


ee 44s . 


Io 


1 


At 


Ot 


due 


0 
6 
)lu. Þ 
dil. # 
ai. 
Of Sacramental |; 
Selt-Dedication. 
2 Cor. VIII. 5. 
And this they did, not as we hoped, 
but firſt gave their own ſelves 
| to the Lord, and unto us by 
) f the Will of God. 


===: PROCEED now to 


> fk. 
PY 


Joan” Sacramental Dedication 


44 of our ſelves to the 


[ 
| 
1 
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82 Self Dedication, 
. | 
1. To explain the Nature of it. 7 
II. To preſs it upon you wo a 
- | have made a Perſonal Surren- d 


der of your ſelves to him. F tc 
— 1 9 | | 1 : D 


" O explain the Nature of . 
GSacramental Dedication, or Þ . 
Covenanting with the Lord. Here Je 

I ſhall briefly ſhew, 6 
1. That the Lord's . is 21 qÞ 
Covenanting Ordinance, and proper Ct 
for Self. Dedication. 8 
2. What ſort of Covenanting or 7% 
Dedication it ought to be. 1 


9. 1. The Lord's Supper is a ( Ho 
venanting Ordinance, and propei the 
for Self-Dedication. To this pur nc 
red we muſt conſider that the «el 
-ord's Supper, like the Fewiſh Pall 
ſover, fitly comes under a double Se 
Conſideration; as an Act of folem|# 
Commemoration, and of Self- Ded 
tation. IN 


10 
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is an Act of Commemoration. . 
The Paſſover was firſt appointed as 
à means of their Eſcape from the 
| deſtroying Angel, and was deſigned 
to be a perpetual Memorial in all 
Generations of their miraculous 
| Deliverance from Egyptian Bondage 


after three hundred and thirty 


| Years. This day ſhall be to you for aExod. xii. 


Memorial, and you ſhall keep it as a'® 
Feaſt to the Lord throughout your 


Generation. And they were re- 
| quired to give this Account to their 
| Children in after times: II the ver. 25. 
Sacrifice of the Lord's Paſſover, who 
paſſed over the Houſes of the Children 


of Iirael in Egypt, when he ſmote 


| the Egyptians, and delivered our 
\ Houſes, The whole Conduct of 
the firſt Paſſover, with bitter Herbs 
and unleyened Bread, cc. was 
(deſigned to repreſent and preſerve 
the Remembrance of their cruel 
Servitude and Bondage. So the 
Lord's Supper was expreſly inſti- 
tuted in the Commemoration of the 


Death 


ty =—_ Self-Dedication, 
| Sc&. I. Death of Chriſt, and our ſpiritual De. 


br 


SYN liverance by him. We are to do thi; Who 
in Remembrance of him, or as a ſo- Nl 
lemn Memorial of him, appointed ſh? 
to preſerve in the Church a perpe. I- 
tual Remembrance of the Redeem. W/z 
er's Sufferings, and keep up a lively e 
Senſe of his dying Love upon Be. pal 
lievers Hearts. Tis not only areſ 
ſimple Recollection or Calling to 
mind, what he has done for usſſþot 
but a folemn Declaration of it toFſkin: 
others, and preſerving the Remem.ſÞpor 

brance of it in the World. Andffficat 

Bread and Wine are a fit Memorialnga 

of our ſacrificed Lord, and a /en\Foint 

ble ſignification of his Body andvr e 
Blood. 1 

But then it muſt be conſidera 

too as an Act of Dedication. Thi 

Paſſover is expreſly called à Si; 

Exod, xii. jn this ſenſe: It ſhall be for a Sigh 

=. to thee upon thy Hands, and for It 

5 Memorial between thy Eyes, that inge N 

| Lord's Law may be in thy Mouth; fi ent. 

1 with a ſtrong Hand bath the Lorlole 

| brougl 
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Ye. N Hought thee out of Egypt. And Sect. I. 
his none were ſuffered to partake of it, 
ſo- rho were not circumciſed : This is Exod. xii, 
ted Ne Ordinance of the Paſſover, there 43: 
pe- Il no Stranger eat thereof, but every 
em · Nlin. ſervant who is bought for Mony, 
ely Pen thou haſt circumciſed him, then 

Be. Pal be eat the Paſſover. And ex- 
y 1 reſly, no uncircumciſed Perſon ſhall ver. 48. 
> tog thereof. The Lord's-Supper is 
- usſot only a facred Feſtival or Enter- 
it to dainment of Love; but 'tis a Feaſt 
nem. pon a Sacrifice, and a Feaſt of De- 
Andfication, or a Token of Covenant 
orialſiogagement. The Apoſtle plainly 
ſen{Fpints ar this ſenſe, when he ſays; 
ander even Chriſt our Paſſover was ſa- 1 Cor. v. 
ificed for us, therefore let us keep" 
dereſhe Feaſt, not with the old Leven, nei- 

T hier with the Leven of Malice and. 

Sigfickedneſs, but with the uulevened 
4 Sead of Sincerity. and Truth. 

for It was. a known Cuſtom among 
1at e Heathens as well as the Jews, 
; enter into Covenant by the Rite 
Lo ſolemn Feſtival; particularly up- 
broug! on 


. _ * 
8 — — in LS — = 
—— — bt —— — — 
- : 


rm ns oo nn 
h — 2 7 — —— 
2 — 5 


2 * — — 
* * — 5 —— . 
" Ga bs 2 ——— 
= — 


. E—C 


— — — Ad * 
— — — 


— — 
— 


— 


—— 
— — Sn 
— — — 


— 


— — 


1 


86 


Seck. 1. 


WNW 
Gen. xxvi. 


Gen. xi. 
44. 
Joſh. ix. 
14. 


Exod.xxiv. 
4. 


Self-Dedication, 


on their Sacrifices. So Iſaac made 
a Covenant with Abimeleck: H 


made for him, and thoſe who roſe u 


with him a Feaſt, and they did « 
and drink, and roſe up betimes in| 
the Morning, and ſware to one an 
ther So Laban covenanted with i 


Jacob, and Iſrael with the Gibeonite., 


We have a memorable Inſtance of 
this upon Moſes's delivery of the 
Law to the People, and ſettling the] 
Jewiſh Diſpenſation: He built an Al. 
tar under the Hill, and twelve Pillar; 
according to the twelve Tribes of Il. 
rael, to repreſent the two Parties 
Covenanting; then he offers Burnt | 
Offerings and Peace-Offerings, aud 
tool half of the Blood, and put it 
into the Baſon, and half of the Bloc 
he ſprinkled on the Altar; to ſig-: 
nify the mutual Stipulation between 
God and them. And then he zo 
the Blood and ſprinkled it on th 
People, and ſaid, Behold the Blood i; i 
the Covenant, which the. Lord hat 
made with you concerning all 11 
| words: i 


at it 
3100s 
ſig 
veel 
took 
the 


od of 
hatl 


theſe 


9 d, 


| words ; whereby 


JInto you. 


the Covenant is Sect. I. 
made and confirmed between God 

aud you To which the Apoſtle 
refers; ſaying, This is the Blood of Heb. ix. 
the Teſt «ment which God hath enjoined ** 
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And the Jews were re- 
quired to deſtroy all the Monu- 


nents of Idolatry among the Na- 

tions when they came into Canaan : = 

Left thou make a Covenant with the Ex. vir. 
| Inhabitants of the Land, and eat of 5. 

| his Sacrifice xX. This ſenſe is plainly 


intimated in the words of the In- 


« | ſtitution, and when our Lord ſet 
up the Chriſtian Diſpenſation: 

| For this is my Blood of the New Mat xxvi. 
Teframent, which is ſhed for many,” | 


. 


for the Remiſſion of Sins, And 


in the Apoſtle, This Cup is the 1 Cor. xi. 


New Teſtament in my Blood : My ** 
| aſt Will and Teſtament ſealed and 


O, among the Greeks, ſignifies the Sacri- 
| fice which was ſlain when they made a Covenant. 
Hence de Ye i fed in Homer, to make 4 
Covenant. 


CON- 


88 
Sect. I. 
WOW 


Se Dedication, 
confirmed by my Blood, and is q 
full force by the Death of the Te 
tator, or him who makes the Wil 


Tis my dying Legacy to all ny 


Heb, iii. 
20, 


10. 


Ch. x. 21. 


faithful Followers. But then the! 


word ſigyifies a Covenant as well x 


a Teſtament; and is, both at the 
ſame time in different reſpectꝭ 
Tis the Covenant of the Goſpel 


ſealed by his Blood; in which ſenſe 
we read of che Blood of the ever. 
laſting Covenant. The new Cove. 
nant founded and ratified by th: 


Blood of Chriſt, the Mediator of i: 


in which the Pardon of Sin, and 
divine Favour are ſecured and con. 
firmed to all true Believers; that i; 


to every one who heartily conſent 
to it, comes under the Bonds of it, 
and depends upon its Security, I 
And ' tis obſervable that the Apo. 


{tle uſes the Expreſſions of fitting 
Meat in an Idol's Temple, and pa. 
taking of the Table of Devils, to ſg 


nify their owning their Worthip,F. 
and having Communion with tho 
Spe 


WI 


9 
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is Spirits. And upon this account it Sect. I. 
Te s repreſented by the antient Wri--＋Æ |} 
Wil ters of the Chriſtian Church under 
mi the Notion of a Sacrament, which 
the ſignifies a military Cath; the Alle- 

l x | giance ſworn by the Soldiers to the 

the Emperor or General. So Tertullian De Coro- 


| 
calls it, Euchariſtiæ Sacramentum, "©? 3 | 
| 
| 


th the Sacrament of the Euchariſt. 
ſene! And we have a noble Teſtimony 
een. to this ſenſe in the younger Plim, | 
ove. Where, in the account he gives to 
the! che Emperor Trajan, of the Chriſ- | 
of it tian Worſhip, he fays, they did | 

© Sacramento ſe obſtringere, bind them- Plin. Lib, | 
ſelves with an Oath, to live ſuitable . EP.. 
to their Profeſſion, And in this f 
ſenſe *tis uſed in the Law of England 
Ito this day; where dicere ſuper 
Gatramentum ſuum, is to declare 
Apo. N upon Oath. So that ' tis within the 
ing direct deſign of this ſacred Appoint- 
| par ment, to renew our Covenant with 


o fig God, as well as remember the Death 


and 
con. 
at 15 
Ment; 
of it, 


| 
chip of Chriſt ; and the whole Nature of | 7 
chok Hit lies in theſe tWo. il 
IN | 1. 


| 90 
Sea. I. 


kind of Covenanting or Dedicatia ſſp 


appropriate and peculiar to it {cli 


Self-Dedication, 
$. 2. I ſhall next conſider why 0 


it ought to be; or how we ſhoud vi 
ive our ſelves to the Lord in this 
Faty Ordinance. Here it muſt be 
conſidered; That the general M 
ture of it is the ſame with Perſond 
Covenanting with God: There b 
one common Nature to it, whici 
way ſoever it is done. Thus at thi 
Lord's Table we engage our ſel ves 


to Him, under all the ſame Conſ. Hud 
derations of Him; with the ſam I 
Acts, and the ſame Properties; aſc 
we do in more private and perſoni Nor 
Surrender of our ſelves to him. Ii 
has all this in common with the for 
mer; for we are not to do a Thiw 
which we never did before, bi 
rather in another Way and Manne: 
And yet there are ſome Circumſtan 

ces in Sacramental Dedication, dir 
ferent from the former, and mor 


Wo & 
N 

bs 

4 

C 


For Example : 


(i.) l 


Perſonal and & acramental. 


vhat 

tion ng * God in Company, and 
ould with a whole Society of Chriſtians: 
the many concur together in this ſo- 
ſt be emn Tranſaction at the ſame time, 
N. Hal reſigning. and devoting them- 
ſond {elves to God; renewing their Co- 
re i Henant-Conſent, and engaging them- 
hic elves afreſh to him: like a whole 
t the 
elrellegiance together in a Court of 
onſ. Nudicature. 


ſame In Perſonal Covenanting with 
s; Iod, each one gives himſelf to the 
ſoni Nord ſingly and alone; and that is 


. ally beſt done in the Retirement 
e fol f a Cloſet, or ſome ſolitary Place; 


Thin: at leaſt with the filent Conſent 
„ buff Heart, and ſuitable Workings of 


nne: Man's own Soul; and others are 
nſtay 
, di. 
mor 


it {ll 


tivy to it. But at the Lord's 
fable, we join our ſelves to the 


t.) 


Whole 


Prder of Men taking the Oath of 


jt ordinarily preſent with us, or 


Lord in Society with others, and act 
one common Conſent. The 


91 
(..) It is Social and in Conjunc- Seck. I. 


tion with others. Tis Covenant SY Y 
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Sea. I. whole Church at once by that A. 
MMV reſigns and gives up it ſelf to Gul mn 
*Tis an eminent Branch of Sit 

I Cor. x. Worſhip : For we being many, are o 
8 Bread and one Body, for we are u 
Partakers of that * one Bread, Ani 
Ver, 16. tis the Communion of his Body aul 
Blood, in this ſenſe. The Senſe 6 

our Attendance there is; “ I cot 

« cur with this Society in givin 

my ſelf to the Lord: I join wit 

4 all here preſent in a Self. ſurrend aq 

« and Dedication to him.” . ; 
2.) 'Tis Pablick and Viſhh 

We make an open Profeſſion « 

our Relation to him, and Expe 
tation from him; of our Depa 


* The words of the Apoſtle are miftaken 11 
the Criticks I have ſeen; in &s Ag, i ai 
61 wo th: becauſe there is one Bread," 
who are many, are one Body. We are not! 
one Bread, but the one Body; and therefort i 
are one, tho many, becauſe the Bread is ont 
which we all partake. 61 d M, on Ts 
dels peltgouer : We partake of Chriſt the r 
Bread in Sacramental eating, and become all. 
Body, of which Chriſt is the common Head. 


deu 
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hence upon his Blood, and Subjec- Sect. 1. 
tion to his Authority. Tis a pub- "VV 
ick Act in the view of the World, 
ind we hereby avow the Lord to be Deut. xxxi. 
God: and are expreſly ſaid, to“. 
hem forth his Death 1ill he come, as! Cor. xi, 
e People of Iſrael were to ſbem g 
cir Children the meaning of thes. 
afſover. It carries in it a publick 
declaration before God, Angels 

nd Men, that we belong to God, 
Ind are the Diſciples and Followers 
of a crucified Jeſus ; that we place 
ur Truſt in the Merit of his Death, 
nd hope for Acceptance with God, 

nd every ſaving Bleſſing, thro the 
ſtonement of his Blood. 

Perſonal Covenanting with God 


) 
God 
0014 
e 0:8 
re ul 


Ant 
Y ani 
ule of 
Col 
ag 
L WII 
ender 

\ 


iibl 
IN ( 
pee 


epet 


xiii. 


na ſecret Thing, as well as foli- 
i ry, and is done privately, as well 
rea Is alone. Tis a Tranſaction be- 
n Ween God and a Man's own Soul, 
„ on Wnd falls not under the Notice and 
„ bſervation of otl b 'Þ- 
the obſervation of others about us: 
e al but Sacramental Covenanting with 
ea 


m od, Carries in it an open Declara- 
| „„ 


Ws ͤ ꝗàͤ—ä— 


Jn * — 7 
— BIS... ˙ V 2; ͥ — — — 


8 _ Self-Dedication, N 
Sect- I. tion, and is a viſible TranſaQioff 
Mbefſore the World: Tis the moſt e, 
Mat. X 32. ef way of owning and corfeſinſ 

| im before Men. The diſtinct ſent 
is thus much: © I declare to al 
ce the World my Relation to Chri: 

« and call all preſent to witneſ 
« that J am not aſhamed of the Gy. 
« pel of Chriſt, or offended at hi 
« Croſs : I glory in my Intereſt i 
„this great Lord, and account 
« Chriſt crucified, who was to the 
« Jews 4 Stumbling-Block, and t 
“ the Greeks Fooliſhneſs ; to be thi 
« great Inſtance of the Pomer « 
« God, and the Wiſdom 4. God. 
deſire it may be underſtood 4 
« a viſible Signification of my en 
tire Truſt, and unfeigned De 

« votedneſs to him.” 

.) "Tis a ſolemn Thing, and 
pſal. l. 3. ſenſible Rites. We read of his Saint 
who made a Covenant with him | 
Sacrifice, i. e. by the ſolemn RN 
of Sacrificing. The Lord's Suppe 
is a Memorial of the Sacrifice . 22 

| os 
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ko the crucified Redeemer, and Co- Sect. I. 
ker Nenanting with him by this fa. VV 
n red Rite. In the Lord's Supper the ö 
Kent oſpel is more fully repreſented to | 
0 al Zur Senſes, than in the written Word, 
1110. in the Preaching of it: not only 
tnc our Eyes and Ears, but to our 
„ouch and Taſte, This makes it | 
ot only viſible and open before 
he World, but gives a Weight and 
\uthority to it, and adds an Aw- 
Wulnels and Solemnity. Bread and 
Vine at the Lord's Table, broken 
Ind poured out, taken, eaten and 
unk; are not only a viſible Image 
Ind Memorial, of the broken Body, 
Id Blood ſhed of the crucified 
Redeemer : but a Si7z and Token 
eween him and us; a Seal of the 
oyenant on both ſides, or a ſo- 
emn Ratification of it by outward 
Wits and viſible 8 
Perſonal Dedication delights in 
e Shade of Retirement, and ad- 
nits no more Solemnity than the 
Wunble Poſture of the Body, and 
* devout 


96 Self-Dedication, 

Se. I. devout Exerciſes of the Soul. By 

WWV Sacramental Dedication has the 
Form as well as Virtue of an Oath or 
Vow ; like lifting up our Hand to th 
Moſt High ; or ſubſcribing with th 
Hand to the Lord. We bind ou 
ſelves to him by ſolemn Declaratioi 
and virtual Imprecation. We 3 
peal to him as to the Sincerity 0 
Heart in the Covenant-Surrende 

Toh. xi. we make: Lord thou knoweſt d 

17 Things, thou knoweſt that I love the 
And there is an Implication of Judy 
ment to the unworthy Receive 
or Abulcr of his Mercy. *Tis asi 
we ſhould fay, © Let this ſolem 
« Tranſaction at thy Table be 
« Witneſs this day, between tha 
« and us, like the heap of Ston 
« betwen Laban and Jacob, of a pe 
« nitent Return to God, and heat 
* Reſignation to him. So helpm 
« God, as I ſincerely give up 1 
« ſelf to Thee: Let me not obtal 
„thy Fayour, or receive the Pu 
don of my Sins, if I am not ui 

“ feigned! 


* 


e 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 97 


Bu! feignedly willing to be the Se. J. 
the Þ Lord's, or deal deceitfully with 
ath or thee.” DE 
70 e ſhall only deſire it may be re- 

% tſpcmber'd here; that tho this Or- 

d qu nance is a very ſolemn Thing, and 
ratiaequires Sincerity and Reverence; 

e . tis a gracious Appointment, and 

ity of xpreſſive of Kin neſs. For 'tis a 

rende eat of Love, and Entertainment 

veſt o f Friends. We enter into his Ban- Cant. ii, 4. 
6 the Mvetting- Houſe, and his Banner over 

"Judy is Love. And 'tis the Commu- 
ceiverſſ'o2 or Participation of his Blood 1 Cor. x. 
d Body: We are by the Exerciſe 35 


18 48 
blem f our Faith, and in a ſpiritual 
be Enſe, to eat his Fleſh, and drink Joh. vie \ 


Blood. We are received as the ** 
riends of the Bridegroom, and 
cated with familiar Kindneſs: i 
d no pretence of Reverence and þ 
ar muſt check the Exerciſe of i 
ove, or deſtroy the Freedom he [ 
lows, Upon this account the 1 
oſture of thoſe who feaſt toge- | ö 
er ſeems beſt to agree to the Ex- ö 
EY 2 ample i 


n the 
Stom 
fapt 
heart) 
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| Self-Dedication, 


Seck. I. ample of the Inſtitution, and Dl ur 


fin of the Ordinance; i. e. “ 


1 Cor. xi. 
28. 


repreſent the gracious Condeſcel l 
ſion of the Redeemer, and the | ofte 
miliar Treatment he propoſes 
give them. 

(4.) 'Tis a ſtanding Thing, a 
to be often renewed, So the Ap 
{tle expreſly ſpeaks : For as often 
ye eat this Bread, and arink this Cy 
ye ſhew the Lord's Death till he com 
i e. till his glorious Appearance 85 
the great Day. The former F. 
preſſion ſeems to imply the Fr 
quency of it, as the latter does: 
Continuance and Perpetuity of 
?Tis a ffanding Ordinance of f 
Goſpel-Worſhip, and always to 64, 
main in the Chriſtian Church; 
preſerve the Remembrance of t 
Redcemer's Death, and keep u be 
lively Senſe of our Engagements 
him: that fo great a Tranfadi fri 
may never come by length of Tt 
to be forgot in the World; or Wl pri 
Senſe of it languiſh and cool up 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 


neceſſarily ſuppoſes, That we are 
often to do it, and 'tis not to be 
only once done; as oſten at leaſt 
25 we have opportunity, and upon 
eyery ſtated Return of Sacramental 
Salons We renew our Covenant 
with God, and ſtrengthen our En- 
gagements to him by Sacramental 
Bonds: We come under freſh Ob- 
Iligations by every ſolemn Atten— 

| dance. „„ 
: 7 Here is an obſervable difference 
boo: We are but once baptized, 
and that Seal of the Covenant is not 
i be repeated; for that is the I- 
tial Seal, or firſt Entrance into the 
Chriſtian State: like a Child's being 
eo entercd into ſuch a School, and un- 
of der ſuch a Maſter; and we can 
be but once initiated, or entered 
100 into the Chriſtian Church. So the 
1 firjt hearty Surrender of our ſelves 
to God, or Conſent to his Covenant, 
brings us into a Covenant-State, 
5 7 2 and 


our Minds. And it muſt be fre-SeRt. I. 
| quently repeated. The Expreſſion Y 


— — 
= 
— 


ES hh. - 
5 * 


too 
SeR. I. 


$ elf-Dedication, 


and entitles to Coyenant-Mercies; 


tho there is always ſuppoſed the 


ſelf to t 


Continuance of that Conlent : and 
there may be fir Occaſions and 
SECT lt, of making it more 


explicit, and renewing it over a- 
gain, But at the Lord's Supper 


It is required to be often, and we 
are obliged to renew it: to ſtreny. 
then all our former Engagement; 


and bind them the faſter upon us; 


to make the Impreſſion deeper, aud 


preſerve a more lively Senſe upon 
our Minds. 55 . 
So that the true Senſe and proper 
Workings 
1 Lord in this holy Ord 
nance; may be conceived of in 
ſuch a manner as this: © I have al 
&« ready given my ſelf ro thee, and 
% made a perſonal Surrender, | 


a 


« hope, with ſincerity of Hear; 


« and acceptance with God thr 
« Chriſt; I now come, accordiny 
to thy Appointment, to make: 
« folemn Commemoration of ti 

8 4 Dea 


of one who gives him. 
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Death of Chriſt, to call it afreſh Sect. I. 
tel“ to mind, and repreſent to my 7 


« ſelf by theſe Elements Jeſus 
« Chriſt, evidently ſet forth cru- 


( cified before me. And while I am 


& contemplating his dying Love, 
Hand warmed with the ſenſe of 
Love to him, I deſire to recog- 
C nize the new Covenant in his 
« Blood ; and in conjunction with 
« this Society, in this open and 


C © publick Manner, and by theſe 


* folemn Rites; to renew my En- 
« gagements and Surrender to thee. 


Let me obtain Mercy io be faith- 
J“ fal, and be aſſiſted and ſecured 
“ by the Grace of the Covenant in 
* every Article of Covenant Duty. 
o help me Lord, as I deſire ſin- 


* cerely to be Thine.“ 
I ſhall only add here: If the for- 


mal writing and ſealing a Covenant, 
which ſome excellent Perſons have To 
recommended, and many ſerious 2} 
ke Chriſtians have practiſed; can be | 
i eppoſed to have any greater So- 
eat F z lemnity, 


* — — — 
— ing DE ED ICIS OI” 
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Seck. II. lemnity, or peculiar Advantage, 
WYV without or befides the Ordinance 


purpoſe; tho *ris only Human and: 


I. 1 8 HA LL now reſs it upon ſfinCi 
with you. And I would ſpeaka?} 


lie under, who have made a per 


of the Lord's Supper, which is 21 
Divine Appointment for this very 


Prudential, I would not pretend ty 
cenſure or diſcourage it. 


— — 1 


SECT. I. 


you, and plead the matte 


little diſtinctly to two Heads. 
1. Conſider the Obligations you 


ſonal Surrender of your ſelves to 
God. 

2. Obviate ſome of the prin 
Cipal Prejudices in the Minds of Met 


E 0 
againſt it, I vas 

$. 1. Conſider the Obligations yo W 
lie under, who have made a perſon Con 
Surrender of your ſelves to God. __ 


ſhall repreſent and urge them in ti 
following Particulars: ( 


— — —y—„—— ———— — — 
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(i.) There is the divine Appoint- Sect. Il. 
ige | * FI 
ent and Command. This is the 
Reaſon and Meaſure of all Duty, 
into which the Obligation muſt be 
relolved at laſt. The divine Will 
z the higheſt Reaſon, and unquel- 
tionably binding to the Conſciences 
of Men. Whatſocver is found to 
bear the ſtamp of an Inſtitution, 
challenges the Regards of every 
ſincere Soul. Now Sacramental 
Covenanting with God is a plain 
1 of Goipel-Worſhip, 
and made the Duty of all the Dis 
ples of Chriſt. Indeed'tis a pure- 
. ly poſitive Inſtitution, and wholly 
L 4 depends upon the divine Will, 
which is peculiar to the two Seals 
oy of the Covenant, like the negative 
5 Precept againſt eating of the Tree of Gen. il. 1. 
Nuo wledg of Good and Evil; which 
was a kind of Sacrament of the firſt 
Covenant. Bur 'tis not of the lels 
Force for all that, or of the lighter 
Conſequence in the Breach of it; 
as appears in that terrible Inſtance. 


F 4 The 


pon 
ate 
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Seck. Il. The whole World was loſt by the 
— > Breach of a merely poſitive Precept 
Luk. xxii. N. ; | a 
5 This do in Remembrance of me, is 
plain and expreſs a Command as any 
in the Bible, and carries in it all 
i the Force of Authority and Love 
|| For it was the laſt Command of the 
dying Redeemer; his folemn Charge 
[| to his Diſciples juſt before his Suf 
f ferings, and while they were iſPoſp 
1 view. ?Tis as if he had faid td 
I! them: © Let this be the Memo 
[| „rial of your dying Lord, when IPs 4 
« am removed out of our ſight % b. 
« Let this be the Token of m. 
„Love to you, and yout Fidelit lace. 
Il « to me: That you may not forÞ2ng 
} « oct me when I am gone, and 
(f « what I have done for you, Led” | 
I; « this be a perpetual Remembrance read 
l} „till I come.” Wn mm. 
il And as he inſtituted this Ordiud | 
nance in his own Perſon with hi va, 
Diſciples, and required their Ob his 
ſervance of it; ſo we find the ApofÞd | 
_ ile gives particular command : ſhes 
| 5 the 


he ( 
That 


del; 


ng 4 
IP, 
bur 
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he Chriſtian Church in his Name. Sect. 11. 
ha which I received of the Lord, <N > 
delivered unto you : to be a ſtand- 2z, 
vg Appointment of folemn Wor- 

ip, and obſeryed in all the 
hurches of Chriſt. He uſes the 

me manner of Expreſſion con- 

erning the great Articles of the 

e i Poſpel- Doctrine. For I delivered Chap. xv. 
td 7% you firſt of all, that which T alſo 3. 
moren , how that Chriſt died for our 

en Nins according to the Scriptures, and 

ght Ys buried, and roſe again the third 

me. He ſpeaks of it in ſeveral 
elithlaces as a Thing well known a- 

for pong them. The Cup of Bleſſing 1 cor. x. 
andlich we bleſs, is it not the Commus- 65+ 

Leihen of the Blood of Chriſt? the 

anch ed which we break, is it not the 
mmunion of the Body of Chriſt? 

nd he ſpeaks of the Cap of the ver. 21. 
ge, and the Lord's Table, i. e. 

his Appointment and Inſtitution, 

nd he often reproves and admo- 

mes them of the Abuſes and Irre- 

arities which had crept in among 

<q them, 


Ve 
"the 
arg 
Sub, 
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Sect. II. them. Nom in this that ] deily 
Cor. Vunto you, I praiſe you not, that ju 
17 come together not for the better, li 
Ver. 20, for the worſe. And again, When; 
Sb, come together into one place, this is m 
to eat the Lord's Supper, for in ei 
ing, every one taketh before ot her hi 
Ver. 33. own Supper. And, When you con 
together to eat, tarry one for an 

ther. | 
We read in the Goſpel of tif 
Mac. xxiv Marriage-Supper which the Kier 
ns made for his Son. This Feaſt con ay ; 
prehends the whole Proviſion « Ve 
Goſpel-Grace : All that Mer Mir 
which God has provided for retuſ 
ing Sinners, and all the Bleſſings @ PP 
the Goſpel-State. But then as thi te. 
Lord's Supper is one principal bran in 
of the Means of Grace, and pe 
viſion of Mercy; a mark of! 
Fayour, and means of our Good 
ll. fo it muſt be underſtood to bei 
| cluded and comprehended in it, t 
= not ſingly and directly intend 
| tts at leaſt one Diſh at the o 
g 
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Feaſt. Now we find the Lord of Sed. II. 
the Feaſt ſent forth his Seryants to 


t you 

* all them who were bidden. He re- Ver. 3. 

9 ohhh del: e ; | 

„ews the Invitation upon their De- Ver. 4- 
IL 

% Bil. And when they finally refu- 


ſed. he ſends them to the Highways, 

to bid others to the Marriage; or, er. 9+ 
Was "tis in Lake, to compel them to Luke xiy, 
come in, that his Houſe might be fil- 53: 
d: i. e. overcome them with ma- 

f ly Arguments, and great Impor- 
portunity. Come, all things are rea- 

ay; 1 have prepared my Dinner, my 

Oxen and Fatlings are killed, The 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, the Ser- 
yants of the heavenly King, are 
imployed not only to call Sinners 

to Repentance, and bring wan- 
dring Souls to God: but to in- 

rite good Men to the Feaſt, aud 
partake of the Proviſions of their 
father's Houſe, We invite you to 

this bleſſed Banquet and Feaſt of 
Love, by the Authority of Chriſt, 

the Lord of the Feaſt, and Argu- 


ments he has put into our Months. 


Ss.” 


— 


r 8 


108 Self-Dedication, 
' Se. II. If you own the Authority of Gm: 
chbriſt, and plain Appointment of In 
| his Word; if you think your ſelyesFtis 
obliged to other Inſtances of Duty, Na p 
as Prayer, Hearing the Word, &.. Ni. 

ou muſt needs apprehend your 
{elves obliged to this; for there 5 
the ſame Reaſon, and ſame Autho. 
rity for the one, as there is for the 
other. And is it not reaſonable 
that we ſhould own his Authority, Wand 
as well as remember his Love, andſfthe 
comply with his Call, as ever ve - 
hope for the benefit of his Death her 
Will he not highly reſent, with theſſend 
greateſt Reaſon, the Contempt offſſfian 
both, if we make light of his CallWrlt 
and begin to make Excuſe? Diſc 

(2.) The Practice of ChriftianÞ 
in all Ages: Of the whole ChrifÞbre: 
tian Church all along, in purſuancqPttu 
of a divine Appointment. ThPefo 
conſtant Practice of the Church te 
God, if it is from the beginning eatit 
Chriſtianity, and of all rhe Churche were 
in every place; tho it will nd the 


mai 


of 
of 
Ives 


uty, 
Fl 
out 
re 1; 
tho. 
r the 
able 
rity, 
and 
r we 
ath! 
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Call 


ſtians 
Ohriſ 


Uance 
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mike a divine Inſtitution, . Or a- SeR. II. 


mount to a proper Authority, yet 


tis very proper to declare one, and 
a probable Argument and Proof of 
it, For 'tis not reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, they ſhould generally run in- 
to ſo great an Error from the very 
Beginning, and perpetuate it all 
along, Their Practice is a ſenſible 
Evidence of a divine Appointment, 
and a good Comment at leaſt, upon 
he Divine Law. 5 
Now this appears to be the Caſe 
here, even in the Scripture-Times, 
and from earlieſt Notices of a Chriſ- 
an Church in the World. At the 
rt Appearance of our Lord to his 
Diſciples, after his Reſurrection, 


Bread: Obſerving the ſolemn In- 35: 
ſtitution, he gave them immediately 
defore his Suffering; if that place 
s to be underſtood of Sacramental 
ating, As ſoon as any Numbers 
rere converted to Chriſtianity by 
the Preaching of the Apoſtles, and 
Believers 


e was known to them in breaking of Luk. xxiy. 


| 
| | 
1 
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Ver. 42. 


Sect. II. Believers were formed into wor. 
ſhipping Aſſemblies; that is, as 


Act. ii. 41. tis ſaid; Then they who gladly rf © 


parts of religious Worſhip, and di 


Se. / Dedlication, 


loon as ever a Chriſtian Church was e 


gathered in any Place; we find this * 


was their Practice. In the firſt In. 
{tance we meet with of this kind 


ceived the Word, were baptized, ani] the 
the ſame day were added to them abovi da 
three thouſand Souls: Such a Col Ch 
lection of Chriſtians as was ſuffici. I pri 
ent to form a Chriſtian Church. 
And they continued ſtedfaſt in th ha. 
Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, an ſta 


| breaking of Bread, and Prayer, That ane 


is plainly Sacramental breaking oi 
Bread, for tis joined with Doctrin⸗ 
Fellowſhip and Prayer ; which ar 


vine Appointments. And we find — 
a conſiderable time after it was t «+ 
ſolemn Exerciſe of the firſt Day 4. 
the Week, when they met tog 5 


Ad. xx.7.ther for publick Worſhip : And ,, de. 


on the firſt Day of the Week, uh 4+ 
the Diſciples were gathered together! * 
| brei 


Church without a Sacrament. 
Primitive Chriſtians, who lived 


— — —— ñ— — —— 
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| break Bread, Paul preached to them, Sect. II. 
ready to depart on the morrow. When A Dog 
he therefore was come up again, and 
had broken Bread and eaten, and 


talked a long while, even till break of 
day, be departed, 
So in all ſucceeding Ages, from 


the earlieſt Dates of Time to this 


day; there never was a Chriſtian 
The 


neareſt the Apoſtles Times, and 
had a warmer Zeal, made it a con- 
ſtant part of their ſolemn Worſhip, 
and celebrated the Lord's Supper 
every Lord's Day x. And we are 


doubtleſs obliged to go our way forth Song i. f. 


by the Footſteps of the Flock, and be 


T. 53 HN nutegy E, Ve Thy o 
ada iets tt tnady Inas Ker 6 H 
Zorg T4 duTy To ie, A Vetgav A,. 
AS aeopees)ar x; d x, v Fog 1, 6 axgtows tvs 
ds Y eοανE⁰e,,ë boy & vaws duTh) ham TH) 
4 0.Av35 £77wEnei Afr 73 Au, x} 1 den- 
In ws, Anus amo of tute vmor Exg.cw 31 
t Juſt, Martyr. Apol. 2. 1 | 

Fol- 


- — — 
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K 


1 Cor. xi. 
1. 


the World, or ſuch as appear true 


Self-Dedication, | Nat 


Sect. II. Followers of them in every Age, a; Whor 


they followed Chriſt. Should we af. Jem. 
fect a Difference from the whole No 
Chriſtian Community, and think Hof! 
our ſelves wiſer than the beſt Men yer; 
in every Age, who ever lived up- pf [ 
on the Earth? Or chuſe to wan. tio 
der up and down, like a looſe She 
who belongs to no Fold, and bHb 
withdrawn from the Shepherds hom 
Care, and table to ſtarve with ris 
Want, or be torn by wild Beaſts“ If a 
Hercupon, loſe, 

3.) I argue from the Nature and de- 
Deſign ot the Ordinance it ſelf, Is 
conſider the Lord's Supper as the or 
more eminent Badg of Diſcipleſhip 
in the Adult, and peculiar Rite of thei 
Goſpel-Worſhip; the great mark of 
Diſtinction between the Church and 


Belieyers in Chriſt, and other 

Men. 1 

The Jewiſh Church was diſtin 

guiſhed by its peculiar Sacrifices and 

Rites of Workip from the Hearne 
| Nation; 
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om being in compliance, or re- 
af. Wemblance of theirs; that there is 
ole Ino reaſonable Account to be given 
many of them; but that they 


of Diſtinction, and in direct oppo- 


tian Church is properly diſtinguiſh- 
d by this peculiar Rite of Worſhip, 
om the Ignorant and Profane. 
3 Lis repreſented as an Eucloſure out 
its! 


and ale: And every where ſpoke of 
f. Ia diſtinct Society from the 
 theF{World; gathered out of it, and ſe- 


ny arated from it: as a peculiar People 
I UNC 


rk of 
and 
true 
other 


nitified in Chrift Jeſus, Which 
ertainly cannot be underſtood in 
ny lower ſenſe, than that of credi- 
te Profeſſion, and viſible Diſtinc- 
on and Separation The other 
prdinances of the Goſpel are com- 
lon to all, and in order to bring 

them 


iſtin- 
S and 
athen 


tions 


ere purpoſely appointed as marks 


tion to them. I reckon the Chriſ- 


o God; Called to be Saints, and 


f a Wilderneſs; as a Garden en- Song iy. 
loſed, a Spring ſhut up, a Fountain 


2. 
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Nations, and which were ſo far Sect. II. 
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114 Se- Dedlication, 
Sect, Il. them into the Chriſtian State. He. 
thens and Jews, and wicked Men 
attended the Preaching of the Apo. 
ſtles, and were by that means 
brought to believe, and added ty 
the Church. But the Lord's Suppet 
is proper to viſible Chriſtians, and 
thoſe who appear to believe i 
Chriſt. Tis the Childrens Breai, 
and not to be caſt to Dogs: Thc t 
great mark of Peculiarity and DifWr, :. 
tinction between them and others, 1. 
Indeed tis of all other the fittelſ;,.? 
and moſt proper for this purpoſe ye 
for tis a Complication of all th 
other Ordinances of the Golpe 
and comprehends every one und: 
it. There is the Word, Prayer 
Singing, Meditation, the . Exercik 
of every Grace: and that is t. 
moſt proper to be the diſtinguiſhinq 
Ordinance, which is the moſt con- 
prehenſive, and carries all the MW}... 
in it. | 
Beſides; the Nature of this Ot 


dinance, as a Commemoration 0 
— 


the 


( 
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[eas 
len 
po- 
dans 
1 to 
pet 


and ho cannot know the Heart; yet 
one but real Chriſtians have Right 
n the ſight of God, or are capable 
Tepe the Privileges or Duties of it. 


ſuppoſes and beſpeaks Faith and 
onſent: and tho a credible Pro- 
ſeſſion of them, will entitle Men 


_ —Farly times of the Chriſtian Church, 


uffer others to be preſent at the 


5 Celebration of it T. Now if a vi- 
W | ſible 
aye 

ercik — — 


5 * "Ov ⁰ - 1. Ke WH Yenout A Y An 
{hing me & Ty me nets. Orig. in Johan, H Teggi 
conWn—1) 5/497 SO lac yer i500 g, 1 To 
woyle & nN ever Th didiatyutve ve Nu, 

e IU cd 75 app agkrras d Ciel, Y ele ava 
nem Nu) eg v, Xy &TWs 618 u, ws 6 Xeros g- 
O. Juſt, Martyr. Apol. 2. | 
+ Semper etiam piæ initiationes arceune profa- 

20 ics, & arbitris caveant, niſi fi impii minus me- 
thWunt. Tertul. Apol. Cap. J. : 


This 


the Death of Chriſt, and renewing See. II. 
lour Covenant with him; plainly "VV 


o it in the ſight of the Church, 


his was ſo ſtrictly obſerved in the 


What they did not only refule it to 
he Unworthy *, but would not 


5 
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p 
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Seck. Il. ſible Diſtinction ought to be keyſhich 
—YV up, and a Difference made betweelſh i 

the Church and the World; thahd 
true Believers ought to come to th: 
Lord's Table, and enter into Vor 
lemn Covenant with him. For un 
others ſhould neglect it as well le 
you, and one has. the fame Rig (4 


ra 


bs. F 


This Sacrament is not firſt deſigned to male. 
Holy; but rather ſuppoſes us to be ſo; it is 
a converting, but confirming Ordinance. It if 
properly our ſpiritual Food: And as all Food ſi Oi 
poſes a Principle of Life in him who receives i 
which Life is by this means to be continued an 
ſupported ; ſo the Sacrament of the Lord's SHC! 
is originally intended to preſerve and mamiaWto 
the ſpiritual Life, which we do or ſhould rec ere 
in Baptiſm, or at leaſt by a thorow Conveyſi 
after it. Upon which account, according to HHO; 
true intent of this Sacrament, Men ſhould His! 
expect Life, but Growth from it: And ſee thi TY 


there be ſomething to be fed, before they ſeek 
for Proviſion. For the truth is, for any one uf li 
is not paſſed from Death to Life, and has not bert 
him that new living Principle, to come to i 
Wh ſhiritual Repaſt, is upon the Matter, as aba; 
ay and prepoſterous, as if he who makes a Feaſt, ſhy ſo 
fend to the Graves and  Church-yards for Gut ae 
or entertain and treat a Corps at a Barg, 
Dr. South's Sermons, Vol. 2. pag. 347. 


Wl 
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keyich another; the Obſervation of Sect. Il. 
ve in time muſt wholly ceaſe, V 


thenfſhd the great Mark of Diſtinction 
0 the loſt. The Church and the 
0 {World would be in a manner con- 
_ unded together, without any vi- 
ble and peculiar Badg. 

* (4.0 The r we are un- 
r already to God. We are fo far 


male l leads to this, and obliges to it. 


its 1 
8 Example: 


od ſj Our Baptiſmal Covenant. This 
* the ſacred Initiation by which we 
's Supf 
naintat 
| rece! 

_ ereby given up to the Lord, and 
vo iFought under Engagements to him, 
ud lis Right to us is ſolemnly owned, 


ral id our Obligations to him become 


one uiplicite, We are no longer at 
ay a whoſe to be, or what to 
; alſo; for we are already the Lord's 
f, foo folemn Dedication, and brought 
nder the fame Obligations which 
Sacramental Covenant brings 
us 


- Gue 
Bax qu 


Wi 


ready engaged to God as neceſſa- 


come viſible Diſciples, and enter 
to the Chriſtian C ck. > We are 
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Sed. Il. us under, whether ever we come tt 


it or no. And we are not fo pr, i 
perly brought under a new Engage . 

Rom. vi. ment, as we renew an old. Ky 0 
3. 2 eſt 
ye not that ſo many of us as were ba be 

tized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptixt 0 
into his Death? obliged to die: 6 
Sin in imitation of his Death. Ay 10 
Cal. ii. 27. as man) 4s have been baptized inn 
Chrift, have put on Chriſt: Ap... 
felled Subjection to the Goff s. 
of Chriſt and Conformity to hin, | 

Now every baptized Perſon ou 


to renew his Covenant with Ge 61 
at the Lord's Table, becauſe th 
is only recoonizing his Baptiſm, 
king bi bis e. Act ** Dee Ge 
and taking it upon himſelf in Pt 
ſon by this ſolemn Rite. 

So again; our Perſonal Surrend F 


5 1 
or giving our ſelves to the Loff 
obliges to this. Every true Cl C 

tian has given himſelf to the Lo nu 


by a hearty Conſent and Cho! 
at leaſt implicitely and virtui 
if not formally and with Solemiul 


I ann 
—_ 61 8 II” — — 
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eſts and Service: And no Man can 
be a Chriſtian who has not done 
o. And ſhould not every one 
who is ſincerely willing to be the 


Lord's, and has perſonally coyc- 


nanted with him; renew that Co- 


venant with God, and receive the 


Seal of it? Can you think it enough 


Ito have given your ſelves to him 
by the Conſent of your Heart, 


while you refuſe to own and 
ſtrengthen the Engagement, in 
God's appointed Way? Does not 
that very thing oblige you to do it, 
and make it the plainer Duty? 

(5.) The Benefit and Advantage of 


due Attendance. The Lord's Sup 
per is an Appointment of Mercy, 


and Ordinance of great Benefit to 
true Believers. God ſeals his Cove- 


nant with them: Ir ſtands ratified 
and confirmed by mutual Engage- 


ments. We give our ſelves to him, 
and 


[He owns God for his God, and Sect. Il. 
takes him for his Portion, and is WW 
Wufeignedly devoted to his Inter- 


— — 10. cc EE or; — —— — — —2 


* — ꝶe f EU- 


' Plal. cx. Solemnity. We ſhall not be aſhamel 


Jong ii. 3. We fit under his ſhadow with greg 


120 Self-Dedication, f 
Sect. II. and he gives himſelf to us: We ob Th 
Auge our ſelves to all his Service) 

and he gives full Security of R 
Covenant -Bleſſings. Tis a god 
Evidence of Sincerit) of Heu 
when we are willing to come und 
the Bonds of the Covenant, an 
give our ſelves to him with ſo gre 


* when we have reſpect to all his Co 
mands: And ſhall be account: 
Luke i. 6. Righteous before God, when we af 
found walking, in all the Ordinanifh 
and Commandments of the Lor 
blameleſs. . Tis a bleſſed Means 
ſpiritual Strength and Support, an 
of great Refreſhment. and Jo 


Delight, and his Fruit is ſweet to ou 
Taſte. Tis the great Nouriſhmenfſ 
and Food of the ſpiritual Life 
Joh. vi.55. His Fleſh is Meat indeed, and bi 
Blood Drink indeed, We feed b 
Faith upon the true Bread whic 

came down from Heaven. 


T het 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 


vic 

f Repentance, Faith, Love, Joy, 
gooFhankfulneſs, Cc. And ſpecial In- 
leartWences and Communications of 


ind 
teth at his Table, our Spikenard 
eth forth the Smell thereof. And 


e South Wind comes, and they 
w upon our Garden, the Spices 
wreof flow out. The Society and 
Ellowihip of other Chriſtians give 
Life as well as Solemnity to the 
tion; and we ſhare in the warm- 
and moſt affectionate Prayers, 
well as the Watchfulneſs and Care 
che whole Community. 

The Experience of ſerious Chriſ- 
ns can teſtify to the Manifeſta- 


ance, and the lively and enlarged 

e of their own Hearts. Tis 
* Opportunity of comfort- 
le Enjoyments, and gracious 


= hans 
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e obM There are proper Objects for the Scct 
jely Exerciſe of all our Graces; — + 


ms of Chriſt in this holy Ordi- 


ouchlafements from him. Per- 


e Divine Spirit. While the Ming Songs. 12. 


hen the North Wind awakes, and iv. 15, 


4 

1 
7 
LY 
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Sect. II. haps they never come nearer toG 
WY Y on this ſide of Heaven, or have me 

{ſenſible Taſtes of his Goodnels; ti 
1 ſometimes in a right and prepar 
1 Frame at the Lord's Table. Sot 
| 
| 


1 if we have any Care of our o 
Vi Souls, and Regard to their Welf: 
if we deſire their flouriſhing a 

| proſperous State, a more lively Sei 
1 and Savour of God, or greater! 
provement and Eſtabliſhment 
i Heart: we muſt needs think q; 
— ſelves obliged to a ſerious Attenda 


| 

i  ontheLord's Table; becaule thi 

i lo peculiarly fitted for this purpc 

| = and a bleſſed means ro promote 

| And no wonder Chriſtians pine 

languiſh in Grace; or groan ung 
the Burden of prevailing Fear or ( 
ruption ; who neglect ſo great 
means of their Aſſiſtance and Rel 
6.) The Teſtimony of Conſcie 
elpecially in dying Chriſtians. 'F 
the cool Teſtimony of enlighte 
Conſcience in moſt Men. Con 
ence tells them ris their Duty, 
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Go Man pretends Conſcience for Sect. II. 
zot doing it. They bribe or bear NV 
t down, by ſome deceitful Pretence 


or diverting Affair. They cannot 


o town the Duty, but only excuſe 
one Neglect. 

lfu But Conſcience is never ſo awa- 
g aFcnedand impartial, as upon a dying 
Seſſßed, delivered from every falle 
er Miew, and all the Diſguiſes of Art. 
ent 


4 now a good Man dying, 
oolly reviewing his palt Life, and 
arcfully examining the State of 
is Soul; free from the biaſs of 
rejudice and Intereſt; unfeignedly 
eſtrous to know the Truth, and lee 
ine Whings as they really are, and will 
1 unWppear to be at the enlightened Tri- 
or CFunal ; when he is moſt in Earneſt 


reatid moſt Sincere : The Conſcience 


] ReliſÞf a good Man will bear Teſtimony 
ucienſſo this Appointment, either by 
s. Feching Comfort from Sacramental 


ghreÞovenanting and ſolemn Dedication 


Count himſelf to God; or by charging 


ity, Iich Guilt, and reproaching his 


eglect. 8 2 | 
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I have often, in the Courſe of {4 
veral Years inthe Miſtry, been cal 
led to attend ſick and dying Beds 
and had occaſion of making thi 
Obſervation in almoſt innumerabl( 
Inſtances, and I doubt not *tis { 
with others of my Brethren: |[ 
there has been any Knowledg « 
Religion, or ſerious Senſe of Gol, 
left upon their Minds; if they hay 
not been groſly ignorant, or hat 
dened in Sin; to be ſure this ba 
been one of the heavy Complaint 
and Burdens of the dying Creature 


Ordinance. 


of Mind has kept me away tot 
time. If it pleaſe God to reſto 


| Self-Dedication, 


Oh that I had attended the LordY 
Table! I have lived all my day 
in the neglect of that lolem 
I have been lo 
convinced of the Duty, and o 
ten aj wg and deſigned t 
come; but one thing or ot; 
always interpoſed and prevente( 
Some Buſineſs of Life, or Scrur 


and raiſe me up, to give me 4 
Tow & long 
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. longer time of Trial and Means; Sect. III. 
cs will immediately apply my ſelf 2 


<P to ſerious Preparation : and if 
not, then the Lord pardon ſo 
great a Neglect of my whole 
Life.“ And I could tell you of 
Wome Perſons of a religious Educa- 
tion, and extraordinary Knowledg, 
rho not only grew negligent them- 
elyes, but undertook to juſtify 
heir Neglect, and be Advocates for 
others; who yet upon a dying Bed, 


wakened, have owned their raſh 
Folly, and bitterly bewailed their 


awakened is greatly to be regarded, 
nd an honourable Teſtimony to 
lyine Appointments. Don't flight 
be Voice of an enlightened Con- 


be Laſhes and Reproathes of an 
raged Conſcience at laſt, It will 
ot be ſo eaſy to ſatisfy it then, as 
s to ſtifle or deceive it now: It 

G 3 will 


ind when Conſcience was thorowly 


ful Neglect. And Conſcience 


ience now, as you would not feel 


Self-Dedication, 


Sed. III. will ſpeak out, and ſpeak plain, | 
Pl 


to the Terror as well as Conviction 
of every careleſs Soul, 


SECT. m. 


6 2. J Procced now to obviate 


lome of the principal Pre. 
judices in the Minds of Men againſt 


it. To diſarm them of the Wea 
pons by which they fight again 


their own Souls, and ſtrip them of 


the Diſguiſe by which they flatter 


and deceive themſetyes. ThekB 


are of two lorts : 


(1.) The Excuſes of the Careleſs. i 
(..) The Scruples of fearful Chril- 


tians. I ſhall conſider them both a 
little briefly. 

(1.) The Excuſes of the Carclds: 
Of ſuch who live in Security un- 


der the Power of Ignorance, 0! 


Prevalence of Sin. And tho 'tis 
not their preſent and immediate 
Duty, to come to the Lord's 1% 
ble; yer 'tis their Duty to prepate 


fol | 


fo! 
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in, por it, and to be fit to come. Their Sect. IIA. 
jon Pleas are commonly ſuch as theſe. 

They pretend, they are already 

ſufficiently engaged to God; for 
they were baptized in their early 

Years, and make a Profeſſion of 
ate i Religion in the World: They bear 
pe the mark of his Covenant, and at- 
int tend upon all the other Ordinances 
lex Jof Worthip; and what need more 
in} N direct, or more ſolemn engaging 
a ol chemſelves to him? — But our Bap- 
iter Ntiſm is only a Security during our 
heſe Minority or infant State, and till 
we are capable of acting for our 
ſelves. *Tis only an Entrance into 
the Chriſtian State, and Obligation 
laid upon us; a mark of Diſtinction 
and Covenant-Relation to Believers 
Jeed. It was another's Act and 
Deed for us, but will not ſerve 
without any of our own, when we 
become capable of it. Perhaps if 
It had been left ro your own Care, 

It would have been neglected too, 
and neyer done at all. How many 
G 4 In- 


Secr. III. Inſtances are there of Perſonz 


to ſomething farther; to reney 


Gal v. 3. 


: 
=. 

1 1128 
H 

: 

| 

: 

4 


Self-Dedication. 


not baptized in their Infant State, 
who live to Years of Diſcretion 
and to old Age, in the negle& of 
it; who live and die unbaptized 
And your Baptiſm certainly oblige 


our Covenant with God in your 
own Perſon: For *tis a giving up 
your Names to God, and, like Cir-i 
cumciſion, makes you a Debtor con 
the whole Law, of which 'tis a Sign. 
and Seal; and is ſo far from a rea- rd 
ſonable Excuſe, that 'tis a ſtrong. 
Obligation upon you. Yea and youſhyp, 
vertually diſown and renounce you , 
Bapriſm by habitual Neglect, and, 
refuſing to recognize it at the Lord tic 
Table. | 5 f nd 
Beſides your Profeſſion of Religionſhoy 
is either true or falſe, and you arrhe 


real in it or not. If you are note { 


then you are no Chriſtians in God its 
account, but 1 in all youſhon 
do. Vour Religion is only out Pere 
ward Appearance and an empt) 
Name. 
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ame. You tread a Stage when Se. 111. 
ons you come to Church; appear i 
ae, W Diſguiſe, and only act a Part. 
101 This is moſt hateful and pro- 
 fFroking Guilt, and inſtead of wor- 
Led Whhipping and honouring him in 
iges the Solemnities of Religion, to 
ney mock and affront him, and treat 
Out Wthe living God like an Idol. Bur 
p you are real in the Profeſſion you 
Ci-nake; you are obliged by it to 
„ come to the Lord's Table. For 
Siga hrhy do you attend upon any other 
Tea: Ordinance of Worſhip, and per- 
rongſſorm any other Duty of Religion? 
Joux pat is the Principle and Motive 
you your Obedience, and your End 
audzud View in it? If it is only Edu- 
ord'fation and Cuſtom, or mere Form 
Nad Compliance with others; then 
1100Fou would do any thing elle, if 
u a\Wheſe had been otherwiſe, and for 
not ide ſame reaſon. been Pagans or Pa- 
500 Wilts, if your Lot had been caſt a- 

- Jong them. But if ir is out of Re- 
oulFerence to God, and Regard to his 
mpry — q Au- 


Name, 


LES. * | 1 
30  Self-Dedication, 
dect. III. Authority, and with a deſign a 


ds Profit and Advantage, | and 
T 


20. 


are good Chriſtians, and we hay: 


en why not this as well as tha: to t 
Why ſhould one be neglected any ſtate 
more than another, when there mor 
the ſame Reaſon common to all' con 
Whoſoewver ſhall keep the whole Lan you 
ana yet offend in one Point, is guil wha 
of all: i. e. in the Principle, thoſſlect. 
not the Act; for he keeps noni few 
aright, and is liable to the whol Neg 
Puniſhment of the Law. | 
Again; ſome pretend, Man) oþ 
thers neglect it as well as we, who 


"reaſon to believe better than on 
ſelves. Thoſe of a longer ſtanding 
in the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and ot 
more Knowledg and Experience, 
ſatisfy themſelves with Perſonal 
Surrender to God, and attending 
upon the other Ordinances of the 
_ Goſpel-Worſhip; and why may not 
we? —1 anfwer; Tis very fa 
there is ſo much occaſion for thi 
Pretence; That ſo many who mak 


— 


— —ê — 
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— A 


at to the Lord's Table, live in the 
n ſtated Neglect of it. And elder and 
e more experienced Chriſtians ſhould 
al conſider what handle they give to 
an younger and careleſs Perſons, and 
il what countenance to their Neg- 
thoſſ lect. And yet you ſhall find very 
one few will undertake to juſtify their 
10 Neglect, or ſo much as pretend they 
are in the right. They are gene- 
o. rally convinced that *tis their Du- 
hel ty, and if you preſs it home, will 
ay be ready to own it; tho they put 
oull off pretent Attendance, and make 


lind ſome Excuſe for themſelves. How- 


4 off ever, the Examples of others, tho 
ne Good Men, is no Rule, eſpecially 
onal againſt a plain Precept: a general 
ng} Example only ſhews a general Car- 
ruption, but don't amount to a lut- 
ficient Reaſon. Indeed the gene- 
tality are moſt like to be in the 
wrong, and 'tis rather a Reaſon 
the other way. And who do ypu 
ET think 


4 
a a credible Profeſſion of Religion, Sec. Il. 
and would be readily admitted . 


1 


[IEP 


Ji 


| ly eng aged in other Affairs, and ta. Npe 


Sec /-Dedication, 
Sect. III. think moſt in the right, and moſt Þ to 
ft to be imitated; they who far) 


come to the Lord's-Table, or they Ii dep 


who neglect it: that is, the Carelels ¶ leiſ 


and negligent Chriſtian, or the ous 
humble and obedient one? And MI. 


if you will be guided by others g, 


Example, why not the Examples nan 
of the beſt ; of thoſe who are moſt N invi 
eminent for Goodneſs, make the ſdre\ 
oreateſt Conſcience of their ways, Care 
and walk moſt cloſely with God? Plea 
After all, other Mens Neglect will why 
not leſſen your Guilt, or lighten Wo! 
Four Puniſhment at laſt. It will you 
e no Plea in your Defence, or Al. Inot 
lay of Miſery, to have many Part. fars, 
ners and Companions in it; but the row. 
more heighten and aggravate it, and I faul. 
miniſter to mutual Reproach and n E 
cyerlaſting Shame. Not 

Again; others ſay, we are deep: 


ken up with the World. . We have 
many Cares and Buſineſſes upon 
our hands; Matters of moment Bu 


— — — 
— 
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ſuy for the Support of thoſe who EV 
depend upon us. We cannot get 

leiſure for due Preparation and ſeri- 

ous Attendance. They are like 
Martha, Cumbred with much ſery-Luk.x. 40, 
ing, and careful and troubled about ** 

many Things. Or thoſe who were 

invited to the Goſpel-Feaſt, who. 

drew all their Excuſes from the 

Cares of Life, and the Buſineſs and Luk. xiv. : 
Pleaſures of the World. —— But 15: 
why are you ſo involved in the 
World? Whoſe Fault is that, that 
youare ſo deeply engaged? Had you 

|. Int much better retrench your Af. 

fairs, and reduce them to a nar- 
{rower Compaſs? If that it ſelf is a 

Fault, how unfit is it to. be made. 

an Excuſe? Can one Fault excuſe. 
another? Beſides, how unreaſona- 

bly is this pretended? If God proſ- 

Per your Affairs, and increaſe your 

Store; if he extend your Intereſts. 

in the World, and you have greater 
Buſineſs and Concerns than e 

0 tha 


pon 
nent 
to 


to our preſent Intereſt, and neceſ- Sect. IIl. 


2 Self-Dedication, 


Sect. III. ſhall the Bounty of God to you, 
be a hindrance of your Duty to 
him; and that be made a pretence Þ 

for Neglect, which ſhould be a Mo-. 

tive to more careful Regards? D 

you thus requite the Lord? Should 


— 


not thoſe in a better Circumſtance 


of Life, in all reaſon be more at 
liberty for the Service of God, a 


they are the more engaged to it? 


And what greater Buſineſs have 
you to mind, or which deſerves 


| more diligent Care? What are} 
thoſe mighty Affairs which wholly 
engrols, and take you up; or indi- 
poſe and unfit you for it? What is 
all this World, in a juſt Eſtimate 
of Things, to the Covenant-Fa vou 
of a reconciled God; or all th 
Enjoyments of Life, to an Oppor- 
tunity of ſpiritual Converſe and 
Communion with him? What ar 
outward Conveniences and Accom-# 
modations, or worldly Greatne} 


of Soul, and joyful Hopes of Het 


and Increaſe, to a flouriſhing State 


ven 
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ven? And after all, the Cares ofsect. III. 
the World, and the Buſineſs of Life 
are conſiſtent with a due Regard to 
God. You may attend all the 
| reaſonable Buſineſs of Life, and not 
neglect rhe Duty you owe to God. 
Don't you ſee ſome others, who go 
thro much Buſineſs, and manage 
great Affairs, by timely Forecaſt, 
and a little Diſcretion; find leiſure 
to attend their Souls, and make 
conſcience of the moſt ſolemn 
| Worſhip? A due Attendance on 
God in the ways of his Appoint- 
ments would be rather a Help in 
your worldly Affairs, and ſerve to 
guide and direct you in the ſucceſs- 
ful Management of them; preſerve 
you from the Snares which attend 
chem; give a more comfortable 
{Reliſh ro the Enjoyment; and 
bring a more abundant Bleſſing up- 
Jon them, And where unavoidable 
| Buſineſs, and neceſſary Cares of 

Life, allow leſs Leiſure, leſs Prepa- 
ration will ſuffice. A e 


Will 
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old, and arrive to Years of more 


only wait for a more convenient Ses. N 
ſon. I own the Duty, and purpoſe 


ther, or that tis not. If you think 


Self-Dedication, 


SeR. III. Will find time for a little Retire. Þ 
ment, in the greateſt Straits; o 


mingle ferious Thoughts with 
worldly Buſineſs: and a conſcien. i 
tious Performance of daily Duty, 
and an habitual Seriouſneſs of Heart, 
will fit him for the Lord's Table, 
in ſuch a Circumſtance, with very 
little formal Preparation. 

Finally; others pretend, *tis time 
enough hereafter, when we grow 


rt rage and Diſcretion. I don't 
deſign to neglect it always, but 


to come to it; but there is no ne- 
ceſſity of preſent Attendance, orf 
doing it ju now. But there is ere 
no ſufficient Reaſon for any delay: » 
For either you are convinced 'tis 
your Duty, or you are not; that 
"tis fit to be done ſome time or o- 


it is not, why do you talk 6 
doing it hereafter, and purpole to 
8 take 
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never trouble your ſelves any more 
about it? But if indeed you are 
convinced, and judg it ought to 
be done; why not now? Why 
ſhould you make any manner of 
Delay ? Is it not now your Duty 
as much as ever it will be? Don't 
all the Reaſons for it, conclude for 
the preſent doing of it, and ſtand in 
full force, as much as they will 
lo hereafter? The fame divine 
ommand, the ſame Benefits and 
Advantages, &c. And Delays are 
langerous, as well as unreaſonable: 
for by mag Neglects Men grow 
nore careleis and forgetful of Du- 
y.; as well as more hardened and 


oy 
Ore} 

Tl \ 
't! 
but 
veg. 
ole 
ne- 


n you by Time, and appear with 


ro-M* ) 
ink Preater Frrepgr and Advantage, 
Nad ] dare undertake, if you never 


ome till you have no pretence left 
o the conttary, while there is any 
Deceit- 


ecure in Sin. The ſame pretence 
or preſent Neglects will grow up- 
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6 time; and not rather Se. III. 
+ caſt of all Thoughts off it, and £ 
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Sect. IIl. Deceitfulneſs in the Heart of Ma I 
Vor Subtilty left in the Devil, ya 


i. 2, ture. I remember the Love of th 


vi. duced ſay ing: I love them who low 
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ſhall never want a pretence. 

Beſides, In every matter of any 
conſequence, tis certain the ſoonet i 
the better; and 'tis always beſt to 
begin betimes. It will be moſt 
pleaſing to God, and highly accept. I. 
able to him: we have many Inti. 
mations to this 3 in the Scrip. 


Eſpouſals, and the Kjndneſs of ih 
t Jout h. My Soul deſires the firſt ry: 
Fruit. Divine Wiſdom is intro. 


me, and they who ſeek me early ſhal 
find me. The Apoſtle John wa 
the Diſciple whom Jeſus loved, pro- 
bably becauſe he was the youngel 
of them, as well as of the {weeteliſiges ; 
natural Temper; and he loved the (2 
young Man in the Goſpel, win 
came to enquire after eternal Liſe 
A young Joſeph and Joſiah, a young 
Obadiah and Timothy; are SY ans 

with 


| 
f . 
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with peculiar marks of Favour. Sect. III. 
Early Votaries at his Altar are tlñe Y 
moſt pleaſing Sacrifice. When we 
onſecrate the Vigour of our Vouth, 
ner Wnd the Flower of our Age to him, 
tons highly honourable to his Inter- 
zoll et, and a powerful Recommenda- 
-Pt-Mion to others. And 'tis more be- 


ti. Meficial to your ſelves: For you 
lip · ecure a clearer Evidence of your 
rn Integrity; lay a Foundation 


Wor early Acquaintance with God, 
nd greater Improvement in Grace ; 
f more Experience inthe Chriſtian 
ife, and greater Furniture for Ule- 
lneſs, and growing Ripeneſs for 
lory. And who would not be deſi- 
us of the peculiar Favour of Chriſt, 
nh ſo high and ſingular Advanta - 
IM 
(2.) I ſhall briefly conſider the 
cruples of the Feartul : the Doubts 
d Objections which ariſe in the 
inds of weak and humble Chrit- 
ans, and thoſe who are more ſub- 
ct to Diſcouragement and Fear. 
| 8 | Per- 


140 Se., Dedication, 0 
Sect. III. e ſome may ſtumble at N T' 
UY'V Threſhold, and queſtion, whethW#hi 
"tis a ſtanding Appointment unde he 
the Goſpel, and not to be taken i les, 
a ſpiritual Senſe. There have bee dt 
ſome artful Inſinuations induſtr her 
ouſly ſpread abroad, and put inmiad t 
Peoples hands, to ſtagger thei [hat 
Faith, and weaken their Regards ane 
this holy Ordinance. We ma ul b 
} ſay of ſuch Perfons as the Apoſth s F 
does of EHymeneus and Phyletus, am 
upon much the ſame Reaſon; Me © 
2 Tim. ii. concerning the Truth have erred, [n al; 
h ing the Reſurrection is paſt alreac a 
and overthrow the Faith of ſomt ul 1 
Nevertheleſs the Foundation of Ge 
ſtandeth ſure. And tho I woul ulge 
not entangle a Practical Diſcourk puld 
with matters of Controverſy, 5. 
in a Thing which ſo nearly affe& 
our Practice, I think it will no 
be improper to repreſent the Sup 
geſtions, and ſet the matter 1 

rights in a few Words. 
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i The Subſtance of the Pretence SeR. III. 
1,Ws this : * That the whole Action of SW 
e Lord's Supper with the Apo- 
\ i Miles, was only the Jewiſh Paſſover, 
co od there was no Inſtitution of ano- 
der Ordinance in the cloſe of it, 
ind to ſucceed in the room of it: 
hei bat it was to be only a Remem- 
1«MWrance of him in his ſhort abſence, 
Will his coming to them again after 
os Reſurrection: That there is no 
auhtimation that the Apoſtles ſhould 
e this Rite afterwards; and St. 
ln Ps account to the Corinthians is 
* nly an Hiſtorical Relation of what 
ur Lord did with his Diſciples in 
he laſt Paſſover. That it was in- 
ulged to them for a while, who 
Would not preſently be brought off 
18 the Jewiſh Rites, and was the 
q:aFable of the Lord to them who 
\ noſed Faith in it: But there is no 


Sue blolute Command or Injunction to 

r * Diſſertation concerning the Lord's Supper 5 
two Parts. Printed 1708. And R. Bar- 
V Apology, Prop. 13. 


Th con- 
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Seat. III. confirm the poſitive uſe of it, e ſa 
WYN'V perpetuate it to the World's end diff 


That 7:1 he come, ſignifies only Me fa 
Appearance after his RefurrectionWſhi 7 
441 is never uſed of a final Appe: e ( 
ance, or coming at the end of they * 
World: That now he is fpiih, 5 
rually preſent with us, it can Mfhe 
only underſtood in a ſpiritual ſenſſind B 
like Chriſt's Supping nith us and bout 
with him; i. e. of an internal, reihe / 
ſpiritual feeding on him by Faith » 
Janſwer; Here are many Thin ni 
roundly aſſerted, and with a greiſhe B 
Aſſurance, without ſufficient He C. 
dence, and upon very plain Miſta hat 
There ſcems a plain Diſtinctider, - 
between the la Paſſover, aPeliy 
the Lord's Supper; for tho tis Ty 
ſonable to ſuppoſe from Matthſſpas c 
Account, that *twas the ſame Breifſne 
and Wine uſed in the Paſſover, be 
it was uſed to another purpoſe, aur F 
had a new Form given it. Oe þ 
Lord takes of the Bread and Wi pl. 
of the Paſſover, and uſes ſome Foun 
, 
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„e fame Expreſſions, but to quite Sect. III. 
end different Purpoſe and End. For WP 
ye fays upon breaking the Bread 
tio i5 my Body : and upon taking 
pee Cup, This is my Blood of the Mat. vv.. 
tien Teſtament, which is ſhed for ma- *6, 28. 
lpinh, for the Remiſſion of Sins : i. e. 
n he Memorial of my Body and 
(cn{Mnd Blood, and the Sacrifice I am 
out to offer. Agreeable to which, 
rede Apoſtle ſays; The Cup of Blej- 
ich g which we bleſs, is it not the Com- * 
bing union of the Blood of Chriſt? and 
oreWe Bread which we break, is it not 
Ee Communion of the Body of Chriſt ? 
ſtakWhat was this to the Jemiſh Paſſo- 
xctioſer, which was a Memorial of their 
upeliverance from Egypt, and only 
is Type of ſpiritual Bleſſings? This 
thenpas clearly another Thing, and de- 
Breened to another Purpoſe and Uſe; 
r, be a ſtanding Memorial of Chri/# 
„ Ar Paſſover ſacrificed for us, and of 
Oe New Covenant in his Blood. And 
Wi plainly appears from Luke's Ac- Luk. xxii. 
me Fount to have been diſtinct from the 
— Pal- 


Seck. HI. Paſſover, and after it was finiſh, 
ere was a ſtamp of Authority, Nel 
much as the Example and Comma cx 
of Chriſt could give it. And we fi er 
the Apoſtles themſelves obſerved Y a 
as a divine Inſtitution, not only a Fer 
| ter our Lord's Reſurrection fromtii int 
[|| Dead, and Aſcenſion to Heaven, the 
118 in Acts 2. but after the Deſcent ¶ aſic 
| the Holy Ghoſt, and largeſt EfluW:oo 
If ons of ſpiritual and miraculous GifYY gif 
I and when he was moſt eminent int 
preſent with them in that ſenſe : I tis 
in the 20th of Acts. 1 
; The Apoſtle Paul evidently dj wh 
il clares a divine Appointment to ti pre 
Corinthians, and not merely relai the 
a Fact; for he ufes the fame Forney 
of Expreſſion concerning it, as ¶ vb. 
does of the great Articles of tithe 
i Chriſtian Doctrine, which he M 
1 Cor. xv,ceived of the Lord, and deliverei i Mo 
3- . ,, them, to be believed and obeys 4 
28, 30. He corrects the Abuſe and Corry 
tion among them, directs in ti Th. 
right manner of Attendance, 1 E 
| | relalt 19 . 


| 

| 
[| | 3 
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le ;elates the Puniſhment which be- Seck. III. 
kel the unworthy Receivers. Be- * 
1 fides, the Corinthians were not 
ef Jews bur Greeks, who had no Incli- 
* nation, but great Averſion to the 
y af Jewiſh Rites; nor is there the leaſt ji 
mt intimation of any Indulgence to l 
en ¶ chem for the x: Foy or laying it 1 
nt aſide 3 when they grew aa xvi. 3. 
\ftuY roo fond of it, and it occaſioned compared 
Git differences among them; as he did | 5 * 
cnt! in che Caſe of Circumcifion. Ad 
e: ¶ tis with a degree of Ignorance, equal 

Bat leaft to the Confidence with 
y a which 'tis aſſerted ; That the Ex- 
o to preſſion, till he come, dont point out 
clatYthe time of its Countirmance, and is 
Fon never uſed of his final Appearance: 
as when "tis the uſual ſenſe of it even in 
of ii e Evangeliſt; M hat ſhall be the ſig u Mat. wiv, 
he M Coming, and of the end of the 3- 
ered Marla? And, So ſball alſo the Coming Ver. 27. 
beye * Son of Mas be. The Apo- 
orru ny ks of it in this ſenſe: 


in ii That we may gz tin Confidence, and 
„ut be 


I Joh. | 
aſbamed before him at his Com- 25. 


relaJ'92z. And the Church breathes out 
by her 


146 Se / Dedicatin, | 
Seet. 14}. her Deſires in this Form of Expr. 
Kev. Mil. ſion: Even Jo come Lord Jeſ n 
20. 


plainly: ſeems parallel to the other 
Phraſe in the Inſtitution of Baptiſm: 
Mat. viii. Always unto the End of the World, 
And certainly they had need tore. 
member him after his Reſurrection, 
and in his glorified State, as wel 
as juſt while he lay in the Grave. 
Nor is the grand. Pretence les 
unreaſonable; as if the uſe of any 
ſenſible Signs were inconſiſtent with} 
ſpiritual Worſhip, and there were 
no need of any outward Reprelen- 
tations to aſſiſt our Faith, and at- 
fect our Hearts. We muſt ai/cern 
the Lord's Bod) indeed, and feed 
upon him by Faith: but the Ele 
ments of Bread and Wine, broken 
and poured forth; taken by us, and 
eat and drunk; are proper to fig- 
nify the Crucifixion of Chriſt, and 
our Participation of him, to out 
very Senſes, and are a gracious Con 
deſcenſion to them. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, is evidently ſet forth 
„ i 


in t 
| pefo) 


ten 


and 
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in this holy Ordinance, crucified Sect. ITT: 
before our Hes: and good Men of. 
ten find the moſt enlarged Liberty 
ind exalted Frame of Heart; the 
warmeſt and moſt lively Exerciſe 


of every Grace, in a ſerious Atten- 
dance on it. It ſeems a very wiſe 
and gracious Appointment, and 
very proper under the Influence of 
a diyine Bleſſing, to promote a ſpi- 
ritual Good, So that this is really 
to call in queſtion the Wiſdom and 


Kindneſs, as well as the Aurho- 


rity of the Redeemer; who has 


made ſo 2 a Uſe of outward 


Signs under the Goſpel, and fo ad- 
mirably adapted them to their End. 
But to leave this, and proceed: 
Others ſay, I am not fit for it, oi 
clear in my Right to ir; that I 


am one who ought to come, or 


may lawfully come: For I doubt 
whether I am S-zcere, and in a ſtate 
of Grace; at leaſt whether 1 ain 
duly repared and in a ſuitable 
frame; whether 1 have ou the 

| H 2 Head. 


4 


ty8 


Nat. xiv. 
1. 


J \Self- Dedic al on, 8 
Se. At. HPdalag-Garment, and ſhould be 
N weloome Gueſt, and a worthy Com. 


municant.— But why do you fear 
you are not Sincere? What is the 
Ground of the Doubt? Examine 


the matter a little diſtinctly. 


Let 


me ſay to you, as our Lord did to 
Peter; Whevefore doſt thou doubt, () 


thou of little Faith? Perhaps you 


doubt upon inſufficient Reaſons i 
Cauſe : As be. 
cauſe of the weaknels of your Faith, 


and without a juſt 


and want of lively Exerciſe and Ex 


perience; or the ſtirri 


indeed a lower 


s of Cos. 
ruprion, and frequent rifing of re-. 
bellious Motions: which may arge 


| ree of Grace, 
tho not a total T8, and may 


be a juſt Reaſon of Humiliation, © 
when *ris not of Diſcouragement 


Are you not unfeignedly willing to 
be the Lord's, and to give your 


ſelves to him entire and utireferved: 
© to. believe in the Lord Jeſus with a 

7 eſpelt ro all hi 
Commands ;- and hate every falſe wy 
8 is: es 


our Heart; have 'reſpett 


* 
2.\ JL 
0 


by 
m. 
eat 
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| Are not the Remains of Sin the Sect. 11. 
greateſt Burden, and perfect Purity . 
your Ambition and Aim? Can you 
deny or difown this? And then do 


you think there is no Evil in un- 
reaſonable Doubts of your good E- 
ſtate, as well as in raſh and pre- 
ſumptuous Hopes? Don't you dit- 
honour God by denying his Grace, 
and injure and diſcourage your own 
Souls? Fe, ö 
And what Fi neſs do you think 


Iss neceſſary? Perhaps you think 


more required than really is ſo. 


is not a Worthineſs of Deer ; 
for fo none are worthy. The beſt 


Men, in this ſenſe, are unworthy 
of the meaneſt Mercy, and the 
common Enjoyments of their 
Lives; of the Crumbs which fall 
from their own Table, as well as 
de rich Proviſion of Hi. 1 am 


- vol worthy of the leaſt of all the Gen. xxxii, 
ercys. and of all the Truth, which'® 


bon haſt ſhewed to thy Servant. 


is only a Meetneſs and Suirable- 


2 


_— 


F 
— — 


„ — — ß = — 
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Seck. IIe to it, which is required; tha an 


there be ſomething anſwerable in us to 
to the Nature and Defign of it. br 

And ſo the beſt Preparation for the for 

Lord's Supper, and ſureſt Title to V! 

to it, is a Heart fincerely devotedſf} I 

to God, in the Exerciſe of Faith 2% 

and Love and Repentance, and /-* 
Thankfulneſs: A Heart habitually *. 
willing in actual Exercile ; reſign. 

ing and engaging it ſelf ro God act 

And a due Senſe of great Unworthi-f Re 

neſs is a pope Exerciſe of an up. A 

right Soul, and a great part of our e 
Preparation and Meetneſs for it. ** 

We are the more ſuited to itbya of 
humble Senſe of Sin, and kindly 
Acknowledgments of Soul. The 
Publican went away rather juſtifith 

Luk, xviti, Who. cries out, God be merciful to 
£5 me 4 Sinner. And the Prodigal 
Vas not the leſs welcome, when be 

Lak. xv, ſays, I am no more worthy to be calls 
„ thy Son. The beſt of Men are w 
prepared in ſome degree, and not 

o fit as they ſhould * ney 

| | an 
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n and Diligent Soul has often realon St 


io make the humble  Supplicaric 
. for himſelf, which Hezekcah made 
the for the People who cat the Paſſq- 
to ver otherwiſe than it was written; 


ted The good Lord pardon every, one 2 Chron. 
ith 10 prepares his Heart to ſeek God, xxx. 19, 20. 


and he Lord God of his Fathers, tho he be 
ally not cleanſed according to the Purifi- 
ion- cation of the Sanctuary). A Defect in 
Jod actual Preparation is not a ſufficicnt 


thi- Reaſon for Omiſſion or Neglect 


ap. N and this holy Ordinance is a proper 
out means to promote our Preparation, 
7 it and improve the Frame and Temper 
by a of our Minds. After all; If in- 
ndly deed you are not fit to come to the 
The Lord's Table, how are you fit to 
ifel die? Or fit to pray ? You take 

© upon you to ſpeak unto the Lord, 
and you muſt quickly appear before 
bim ; that which will fit you for 
One of theſe, will fir you for the 


e un Other. And dare you continue in 


va ſüch a ſtate, in which you are unfit 
JCere 0 leave the World at laſt, and for 


ang "BI 4 Abe 


upplicarigy - 


— — 


Seat, II. the acceptable Performance, of 
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gu 


SYN other Duty as well as this? 
. -#urther; Others are. often heard 
to ſay, Tis a very ſolemn Thing, 


and JI am afraid to venture: | 
dread the Conſequence of anworthy 
Receiving; for he who eateth and 


Airinteth unmorthilh, eateth and drink. 

eth Damnation to himſelf. IT muſt 
come under ſtricter Ties to God 
than ever; and if thro the Weakneſs 
and Deceitfulneſs of Heart, or the 


Power of ſurrounding Snares, I 
ſhould break my Covenant with 
God, I ſhould involve my {elf in 


greater Guilt : and had I not bet. 


ter never come under fo ſacred an 
Engagement, than not be faithful 
to it, and be only the wore for it? 
I anſwer; The eating and 
drinking. anworthily, which the A. 
poſtle condemns, was not the Weak- 
nels and Defects of a ſincere and 
humble Soul, but groſs Wickednels 
and Abuſe; great Irregularity, 
Uncharitableneſs, and * 
Ns — W 


* 4 
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E 


Perſonal and Sacramental. 


ay I eating every one tateth before ano- Sect. Il. 
ber his own Supper, and one is hun- OD 
ard ory, and another is drank : and they 21. 

ing, did not diſcern the Lord's Bod); or Ver. 25. 


; | diſtinguiſh Sacramental Bread from 
71) che common Bread of a Feaſt. For 
an ¶ this God inflicted great temporal 


canſe many are weak and ſick among 


nels cha hened of the Lord. But what 
n is this to your Cafe, who are not 
h 4 milty of their Diſorders ? Should 
you heighten and extend the ſenſe 
of the Judgment, who fall ſo much 
ſhort of the Nature of the Offence ? 
Or fear a higher Puniſhment than 


was inflicted on them, who are not 


Partakers of their heinous Sin? 
And what neceſlity is there of 
ating and drinking «zworthily, or 
breaking your Covenant with God? 
Why mayn't you come duly prepa- 
red, and receive the ſaving Advan- 
tage? Tis not becauſe tis impoſſi- 
dle to be done; for then none 
N NC a 


nt Judgments upon them. For this Ver. 30. 


you, and many ſleep. And they were Ver. 32. 


£4 * Seife Dedication, 


All. would ever be able to do it, ant 186 
many ſerious Chriſtians are faithfi [ye 
to. their Covenant-Engagements, I bet 
Tis not becauſe of the Difficulty Th 
of doing it, and your own Weak. fa 
neſs and Inſufficiency of your ſelves: bu 
For his Grace is ſufficient, and he is der 
able to preſerve us and keep us fron bel 
Falling. And tho tis a ſolemn En. al 
gagement to God, 'tis an Engage. 
ment to Sincerity, not to Perfec. if 
tion; and nothing is properly a}; 


breaking a Covenant, but Inſinceri Ur 

ty and Unfaithfulneſs. And arc yo 0 

not already under ſtrict Engage ba 

ments to that? In reality, youard}* | 

not more at liberty to bh Carelelf \, 

0 and Secure, tho you refuſe to cone; ch. 

0 nor bound to any Inſtance of ne tec 
if Duty, when you do. Tis rather; 1 
| Renewal of former Engagement: f 
| AP adding farther ſtrength to them p 
"8 than doc ing under any which we Lag 
[ ..weremot un er before. And hat i 
i ble; 1175 18 ver uſeful to revenl 8 
| 2 Hall ng, "ani | make us 'Warchtfulſ 

| | ani: 
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* 


tuous and. Secure are more ro, * 
Ill 


betrayed, and likely to be forſake 
The humble Diſciples who were a. 
fraid of themſelves, did not fall fo 


foully as Peter did, who was Confi-. 


dent of ſtanding We need the 
help of all Engagements to hold us 
faſt to God, and fix our wavyerin! 
and unſteddy Minds, and 'tis well 
if all will do. And why ſhould 
we fear the Evil which attends 
Unfaithfulneſs, without regarng 

be 


the other Extreme, or Fear of, Ned. 


lecting it? Is not that a great Ur. 


i td, 


rence and Metec for N 
Eee err A. 7 | 
boy heir xelpeRt. ro 'a Püt) by 


= J, 14 17 
4 id 
WF - 


F 


and Dependenr, when the Preſump- Se 


Il, 


—% N 


— — 


Sect. II turning their backs upon it, and 
V dutgof the great Regard they have 
toſ it, to let it alone. Does all the 
Dinger lie on one fide? Will not 

the guilty Neglect expoſe to the I bl 
divine Diſpleaſure, and forfeit the I fo 
e of a gracious Appoint. S. 
ment? Don't you break Glems be 
Ne to God under which I pe 

you ſtand already? And have you pc 

no dread of the Evil on the other th 
ſide; or Apprehenfion of Loſs to ſj ay 
your Selves, and Anger of God, by I th 
your Diſobedience? This might y. 
ſerve for a Pretence in any other I y. 
Caſe as well as this, and be uſed & w 

to excuſe away all the Duty we 8 
owe to God; for there is danger in Im 
praying unworthily, and hearing I to 
the Word, Cc. as well as in receiy- Cl 
ing unworthily : but who is fo ſh 
weak or pore, to make thata YG 


Wl! Reaſon of Neglect, and not rather w. 
Wh of the greater Care? dit 
it Once more; *Tis ſaid by ſome, th 

ut is it Neceſſary? May we not be Ii 


8 afe 
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and I Ssfe without it? Will not every Sec. 117. 


lave true Believer. in Jeſus be accepted Fas, 
the of God, and eternally faved, tho 
not be never come to the Lord's Tal 
the ble? — But what if it is not ab- 


the folutely neceſſary to the Safety and 
int. ¶ Salvation of the Soul; and may 
emn be diſpenſed with in ſome ſup- 
hich I poſable Caſes; as the want of Op- 
you portunity, or preſent Incapacity, 
ther | thro bodily Indiſpoſitions, or un- 
s to avoidable Darkneſs and Fear: may 
, by there not be ſufficient Reaſon: for 
night your Attendance for all that? Will 
ther you do nothing in Religion, but 
uſed what is juſt abſolutely neceſſary to 
we Salvation? Then you may neglect 
er in many other Duties you now pers 
ring form upon the ſame pretence; as 
ceiy- ¶ Chriſtian Conference, Family Work 
s ſo ſhip, and Singing the Praiſes of | 
hat a 1 God, c. I am ſure at this rate | 
athet we act uncqually towards our Bo- | 
dies and Souls; the Concerns of 
ome, this World and the other. Who 
ot be is ſatisfied with the mere Neceſſa- 
Sefe ns . ries 


90 
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Sect. l. ries of Life, and don't deſite Con: 
V yenience and Accommodation? 


Don't Men labour for Improve. 
ment and Increaſe in all ꝓhe ſeve- 
ral ways of Life, and neglect their 
Souls, and hazard Heaven to gain 
the World? Don't they plainly aim 
at greater Eſtates, and aſpire aſter 
higher Honours? Who almoſt is 
content with his preſent State, or 


willing to ſay, s enough? Shall 


we be Profuſe and Boundleſs in our 
Deſires of other Attainments, and 
ſo unreaſonably Thrifty and: Con- 
tracted here? Haye we no Great. 


neſs and Ambition of Soul in ſeel- 
ing the true Riches, and a Treaſure 


in Heaven? | 

is well for the Profeſſors. of 
this degenerate Age, that we can't 
ſay *ris-abſolurely neceſſary, when 


ſo great Numbers every where live 


in the habitual Neglect of it, and ſo 
ſmall a part of moſt Congregations 


come to it, who attend upon every 


other Branch of, the Chriſtian Wor: 
5 | 


ſhip. 
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ſhip. They part at the Lord's Ta- Sect. III. 


ble, which is the means of their 

nearer” Union to one another, and 

eſpecially deſigned for the Commu- 

nion of Saints. And yet there is 

a great Difference to be made be- 

tween ſimple Neglect, and proper 

Contempt; between preſent abſtain- 

ing for 38 Reaſons, tho faulty 

and defective; and refuſing to come 

at all, eſpecially under Convictions 

of Duty, and fair Opportunity and 

Call. Tho the former may ſtand 

with Sincerity and Acceptance, the 

latter, in the Judgment of all Di- Contemp- 

vines, cannot; bur affects our State, us dam. 

and hazards Salvation it ſelf. 
But if it is not abſolutely neceſ- 

ſary to Salvation, *tis highly neceſ- 

ſary to ſome other purpoſes of great 

Importance. ?Tis neceſſary to clear 

up the Evidence of your Sincerity, 

and give you a comfortable ſenſe of 

it: for what is Sincerity, but In- 


tegrity and Entireneſs of Heare in 
Self- ſurrendet and Subjection : to 
Inn 


God? 


WW. Self-Dedication, : 
Sect. IM. God? The wilful Neglect of any 
WYV one. Appointment of the divine 
Will, is a Challenge to your Sin. 
cerity, and Ground of Suſpicion 
and Fear, And 'tis neceſſary to 
the Peace and Strength of your 
Souls; tho net to the Being of 2 
Chriſtian, yet to the Well- bein 
and flouriſhing State of his Soul 
For the Lord 
intended for more lively Enlarge- 
ments of Heart, and abundant 
Communication of divine Influ- 
ence.; and the Neglect of it muſt 
needs: weaken your Souls, and a- 
bate your ſpiritual Joy. Beſides, 
tis neceſſary to keep up Church 
Society. and Communion, and pre- 
ſerve.the great Badg of viſible Di. 
ſtinction between the Church and 
World. If this Humour generally 
obtained among profeſſed Chriſti- 
ans, it would naturally. tend to 
break up Chriſtian Societies, and 
weaken the Bonds of their Union 
and .Friendſhip. to one.” another, 
And 
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And is not this neceſſity enough S 
to! 
s heartily concerned for his Souls 
Proſperity, and deſirous of higher 
Attainments in the Chriſtian Life; 
or bears a due Tenderneſs and Re- 
gard to the Kingdom and Intereſt 
of the Redeemer in the World; to 
come to the Lord's Table, and be 
found in a conſtant Attendance 


upon it? 


—_. — 


— — 


1 * 


. 
SHALL conclude all with a 
few words of Advice, with re- 

ation to Sacramental Coyenanting 
with God. | 5 
1. Be well iaſtructed in the Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine. The Principles of 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, or great 
Articles of neceſſary Truth, lie in 
narrow Compaſs, and are eaſily 
underſtood by an ordinary Capa- 
city, with a little Diligence and 
Care; as eaſily at leaſt, as we ar- 
| | e 


engage a ſerious Chriſtian, Wbo 


— — cre — — 
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Sect. IV. tain to human Learning, and: the 
LY I Knowledg of Arts: We may ſooner 


gain the Knowledg of Religion, 


than acquire a Science, or learn 4 


Trade: and who makes that a Dif. 
ficulty, tho ®ris a mere Entertain. 


ment of Mind, . or Labouring for 


the Meat which periſheth ? 


Get needful Knowledg, and im- 
prove your ſpiritual Advantages; 
the ſingular Felicity of a religious 
Education; the daily Uſe of the 
Holy Scriptures in your hands; 
the frequent Opportunities of pub- 


lick Inſtruction; and the many pri 


vate Helps by judicious Books, and 
converſing with the more Expe- 
rienced. Endeavour to know him 
Job. xvii. 3. h is the only true God, and Je 
Chriſt whom he hath ſent : To know 
God in Chriſt, adminiſtring hi 
Kingdom thro: the Mediator; andi; 
1 Cor. ii. a to nom Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru: 
ciſied: In all his Offices and Per 
formances for our Recovery, 2 


well as the Dignity and Glory 1 
Oz N 44 11 55 
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the his Perſon: To know the Goſpel. Sect. IV. 
ner ¶ Covenant, or method of divine Diſ- 
lon, penſations, and have a diſtinct view 

u ai your Minds of the great Arti- 

Dif I cles of Chriſtian Duty, and the 

aun. great Privileges and Bleſſings ſecu- 

fer ted. The knowledg of the Chriſ- 
Ian Principles is a good Prepara- 

im. tion, and abſolutely neceſſary to a 
ges; regular Admittance, and due At- 
10U5Y tendance on the Lord's Supper: 
theFfor we muſt diſcern the Lord's Body, 
nds; which is there repreſented ; and 

pub · I underſtand the New Covenant, which 
PFs ſealed and confirmed. 
aud 2. Look well to the Sincerity of 
XPFthe Heart, or unfeigned Willingneſs 
hills be the Lord's. As tis a Cove- A 
Jeſaſlnant-Tranſaction with God, the 
Ierand Requiſite is Sincerity, and the 
sum of all our Preparation. This 
Jis of the utmoſt conſequence to 
be conſidered, and the cleareſt and 
Ihorteſt way; for it lies directly, 
ind is all comprehended in this 
Jingle Point. If you are heartity 
| willing 


„the Lord, and conſent to his gra- 
cious Covenant; fully determined 


Sect- IV, | 


illing to give up your, ſelves to 


for God in the Judgment of vom Oualif 
Souls, and cleave to him with purpoſe 22 
of Heart; ſubject to his Autho- Nes 


rity ſo far as you know it, and {a quit. 


tisfied with his Diſpoſal; willing to 22 


take your Lot with the People of 
God in all Conditions of Life; ger ! 
and God himſelf as your Portion for lablen 
ever: then you are fit to come to N 
the Table of the Lord, and ought 


Bread, 


to do ſo. And fear not Rom bo. ye 


Acts viu. 
36, 37. 


rance with God, and ſpiritual Profit, 
if you come but thus prepared. 

The ſame Faith which qualifies 
the Adult for Baptiſm, qualifies, Ge 
for the Lord's Table; for there is Bp, ;, 
the ſame common Nature to both. 
And I may fay in this Caſe, as 
Philip to che Eunuch : when he 
ſaid, Here is Water, what hinareth 
me to be baptized? Philip faid, 
If thoa believeſt with all thy Heart, vard 
thou may ff, What ſhould hinder a fg 1 


ſincere 


—  ——————— 
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incere Believer from ſealing and Sect. IV. 
Jenewing his Covenant with God ? TV 
Irhe Apoſtle marks out the great 
Qualification for it, Let us eat the 1 Cor, v. 
lea with the unlevened Bread f. 
lincerity of Truth; and expreſly 
requires, But let a Man examine 1 Cor. xi. 
Wiſelf, and fo let him eat of that? 
Prad, and drink of that Cup Con- 
der the ftate of his Soul, and ſui- 


I ableneſs to this Appointment. 
0 af 
| 3: Satisfy your felves of your 


ordinary Courſe and Walk. How 
do you live? Do you walk in all 
he other Ordinances and Commands 
f the Lord blameleſs ; with Gofpel- 
iincerity, and prevailing Regard, 
o God? And walk according to this 
Rule, in your ordinary Courſe, and 
hity Affairs? Do you make con- 
cience of Prayer to God, ſecret as 
well as Publick; of Reading and 
Hearing the Word of God? &c. Do 

JVyou live in all good Conſcience, to- 
wards Others, in the daily Exerciſe 
of Truth and Juſtice, and Charity 


in 
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Sec. IV. 


Defects in all you do, and ſome. 


A Self-Dedication, Tak) a 
in all your Dealings and Affairs of fand ſ 
Life? of Purity and Sobriety in I fitne 
the Poſſeſſion of your ſelves, and ſit w. 
all Enjoyments of Life? And tho Apoſ 
there are many Weakneſſes andJi o 


times ſinful Omiſſions and Neglects, 
which are deeply lamented, and 
heartily ſheer, ; is not the Drif 
of your Life for God, as well ag 
the Bent of your Heart, the main} 4. 
Scope, and governing Tendency offparec 
all you do? Don't you make higFand 

Will the higheſt Reaſon, and his Tears 
Glory the laſt End, of every de- early 


| liberate Action and ſolemn Under Ire c 


taking of Life? Do you live unidſ have 
God? Is your Faith a real living Why 
Thing, not an empty Notion, oiſungre 
vain Pretence; but a Principle ol 
divine Life, and which appears i 
all the genuine Fruits of Holinel: 
and Righteouſneſs; fo that yo 


may be truly faid to live by Faith 
aud walk by Faith? This is of alYout 
others the moſt ſenſible EvidenceQdinar 
2: | an 
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and ſureſt Proof of our Intereſt and Sect. IV. 
Iritneſs for Covenant-Solemnity, as V VV 
it was the great Ground of the 
Japoſtle's Satisfaction and Joy: Thy 2 Cor. i. 
[is our rejoicing, the Teſtimony of our © 
e Conſcience, that in Simplicity and 
„ godly Sincerity, not by fleſhly Wiſ- 
dif dom, but by the Grace of God, we 
fe ede had our Converſation in the 
aSWorld. 
in] 4. When you are thus far pre- 
offlpared for it, don't trifle with God 
nis and your ſelves, by unreaſonable 
ig Fears, or needleſs Delays. Come 
Yearly ro the Lord's Table, if you 
er- Iare convinced 'tis your Duty, and 
have reaſon to believe you are fit. 

Why ſhould you be detained by 
Jungrounded Scruples, or mere Pre- 
tence? e 
If you ſay, When would you 
Yiave us come to the Lord's Table? 
At what Age of Life? Would you 
nave Children and inexperienced 
Youth partake of the greateſt Or- 
dinance of the Goſpel, and become 

[i Church- 
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—, a Self-Dedication, 3 
Sect. IV. Church-Members? I anſwer, there love 
s a great Difference and Diverſity] and 

in Capacity and Attainments, and ſoev 
perhaps tis not poſſible ro fix any in f 
time of Life; nor would I have any tenc 
come raſhly and unprepared, whe- bitic 
ther Young or Old. But in gene- in « 
ral, when Perſons are grown ta will 
Years of ſome Diſcretion; are ca- in 
pable of knowing the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, and making a Judgment 
of themſelves; of an underſtanding 
Choice of God, and entering intd 
Covenant with him; when theyll in t 
arrive to ſome reaſonable Satisfacy 
tion of their own Sincerity, Te 4 
are fixed and determined in theig 
Courſe and Walk: I think they 
may and ought to come to the te 
Lord's Table, be they of what Age Lor. 
they will. . afte 

* F. Let younger Perſons eſpeciſ he 

ally be firred up to Emulation by] the) 

| others Example. There is a pred firſt 
vailing Force in a near Example 
eſpecially to younger Minds. They 


lov 


| | 
| 
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ſoever appears Excellent, or is held 
in Reputation, is apt to ſtrike their 
tender Mind, and enflame the Am- 
I bition of their Hearts. We ſee this 
Jin every other Caſe: you are not 
willing to be outdone by others 
in any kind of Excellency, as 
Knowledg and Wiſdom, or Strength 
ne and Courage, in a graceful Mien, 
no} or mere Civility ; and will you ſo 


in the greateſt Excellence, and the 
I] higheſt Commendation, in your 


others in their younger Years, of 
tender Heart, and who fear the 
Lord from their Jouth; who enquire 
after Eternal Life, and know the Ho- 
Y ly Scriptures betimes ; who before 


J firſt ſetting out in it, begin with 
God, and are in good earneſt in 
Religion? And ſhould not others 


jj caſiiy ſuffer others to outſtrip you 


J they enter into the World, or at 
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| love to do what they ſee others do, Sect. IV. 
J and are eaſily led to do it. What. 


| Regards to God, and Care of your - 
own Souls? Don't you ſee lome 


1 Exam- 


Rom. xi. the Chriſtian Church: Bat rather 
11. 


Ves th louſy. And again „ Far I ſpeak 40 
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Sect. IV. Example, of the ſame Standing in 
the World and Rank of Life, ſtrike 
the Ambition of your Nature, and 
raiſe a holy Emulation; - that you 
may be like thoſe you have reaſon 
to believe the beſt. and not out- 
ſhone by any? The Apoſtle urges 
this Conſideration upon the Jews, 
when the Gentiles were taken into 


thro their Fall, Salvation is come to 
the Gentiles, to provoke them to Jea. 


goa Gentiles, if by any means I ma) 
provoke to Emulation them who ar! 


my Fleſh, and might ſave ſome of 


them. And he ſtirs - the Coriu. 
2 


thians to Charity by this Conſide- 

2 Cor, viii. ration: I ſpeak not by Command, 

8. but by Occaſion of the Forwardneſs 

of others, and to prove the Sincerit) 

of your Love, And mentions it to 

1 Cor. ij. their Praiſe, that they came behind 

in no Gift : were not inferior to 
others in ſpiritual Attainments. 


Beſides: 


. ˙ A ˙· A ˙ ooo — — ” - — —— —— _ 
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Beſides; if you deſcend from re- SeRt. IV. 
ligious Parents, God muſt be con- 
ſidered as your Fathers God They 
ſtood related to him in a ſealed Co- 
venant, and {ſecured an Entail of 
Bleſſings upon their Seed. This is 
often mentioned in the Old Teſta- 
ment as a mark of the higheſt Ho- 
nour, and Motive of Regard: ſo 
David tells Solomon; And thou So- 2 Chron, 
lomon »2y Son, kaow thou the God "ili. 9. 
of thy Fathers: And in his Bleſſing 
of the People, O Lord God of A- Ch. wx, 
braham, Iſaac and Iſrael, our Fathers, · 
keep this for ever in the Imagina- 


tion of the Thoughts of thy People. 


= 3 F Sd au CON Inn A EW - 
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The wiſe Son of fo pious a Father, 


adviſes to the Tame purpoſe : Thine prov cri. 
own Friend, and thy Father's Friend, 19. 


forſake not: How much rather thy 


Father's God, his beſt Friend? 
There is a great Endearment in 
the Expreſſion, and an additional 
Reaſon of Regard. *Twas the 
higheſt Honour of pious Anceſtors, 
that they belonged to God, and 
os nnd Were 


172 Se /- Dedlication. 
Se F. IV. were his Covenant People. They 
found him faithful all their days, 
and leſt an honourable Teſtimony 
of him behind them. Have they 
never told you in their Lives, or 
upon their dying Beds; © I have 
f engaged you to God, and brought 
| you up in his Fear; if you con- 
„ tinue Faithful to him, my God 
Gan, l. 24.“ ſhall be your God: I die, but 
4 God will ſurely be with you, and 
« bring you out of this Land: I de- 
© part from you with the hope of 
“meeting you with Joy, and being 
with you for ever: Tow ſhall come 
« to me, tho T ſhall not return to you x? 
Should you be backward to own 
your: Fathers God, and ſecure the 
Privilege of ſuch a State? Will 
you diſown the Relation, and cut 
off the Entail of Covenant-Mercy ? 


— * * y 
* . 2 = 2 P 


* 'The Excellent Mr. Joſeph Stennett told his 
Chileren upon his dying Bed: Know, if you are 
Good and Religious, my God will be your God. 
Vid. His Funeral Sermon 'by Mr, Hodges. 
BY NE 6. Let 
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6. Let Elder Perſons be admo- Sect. lv. 
niſned who have lived long in the 


Neglect of it. Tis ſtrange to Aſto- 

niſhment, to conſider how many 
Chriſtians grow old under a Pro- 
feſſion of Religion in the Neglect 
of the Lord's Supper. What do 
Men mean by ſo ſtrange a Conduct? 
Will you live and die in the Neglect 
of it? Do you propoſe to continue 
all your days in a Diſregard of fo 
plain and merciful an Appointment ? 
Is it not high time to weigh the 
matter, and come to a point ? 
Have you not delayed long enough 
already, and may not the time paſt 

abundantly ſuffice? Can you hope 
at ſuch an Age of Life, for a long 
Seaſon of Enjoyment? Don't it 
concern you to make the utmoſt 
haſte, to retrieve the loſt Oppor- 

tunities, and make the beſt of thoſe 
which remain? Will it not lie 
with weight upon a dying Bed, 
create Uneaſineſs to the departing 
Spirit, -and add to all the Burdens 
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Vup matter for bitter Repentance 
or. flaming Wrath? Can you hope 
John ii. to have Confidence, and not be aſha- 
55 med before him at his Coming; or to 
cb. xi. give up your: Account with Jo), and 
þ 77: wot, with Grief? 5 
What a Shame is it for an old 
Diſciple never to renew his Cove- 
nant, and wear the Badge of Di- 
ſtinction? Do you hope to come 
to Heaven, as Nicoaemus did to 
Chriſt, privately and by ſtealth ? 
To be outdone by ſo many younger 
Chriſtians, perhaps your Children 
and Servants ; to ſee them come to 
the Lord's Table, while you ſtay 
away; and receive the bleſſed Ad- 
vantage, which you want, and de- 
prive your ſelf of! Ler every old 
Neglecter of ſo great a Duty trem- 
ble at the awful Thought of the 
Mat. xxv. fooliſh V. Irgins, who notwithſtand- 
10, 11. ing their Aſſurance and Importu- 
nity, were Hat out and diſowned: 
and leſt, while you now exclude 

your 


Sect. IV. of Nature? Are you not treaſuring 


— —— 
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Pour ſelves, it ſhould fare with you Sec: IV. 
at laſt, as it will with the Jews, © 
who ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, Luk xiii. 
ind Jacob in the Kingdom of Hea- oy | 
ven; and they themſelves caſt out. 
You refuſe the Invitation to the 
Lord's Table, what if you ſhould | 
/ be denied the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
- Eyho are called to the Marriage-Supper Rev. xix, | 
of the Lamb? _ ad og 
7. As to thoſe who have come 
to the Lord's Table, but now 41, | 
ſe, and diſcontinue it; or grow | 
careleſs and remiſs in their Atten- 
dance; ſeldom come, and frequent- I 
ly intermit. Tis very ſtrange for | 
thole who were once enlightened, 
and have taſted the heavenly Gift; | 
been convinced of their Duty, and | 
d experienced the benefit of it; to 
grow into Careleſneſs and Dilregard. 
ze [When you have /ubſcribed with the 
d- Hand to the Lord, would you re- 
u- voke your Conſent? and ſeem to 
1: lool bac, when you have put your 
Je | Hand to the Plough ? Have you 
ur ever 
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Se. IV. eyer found God unfaithful, that you 


John XX. 
24, 25 


ſeem willing to leave him, or fit 
the looſer to him? Don't the fame 


Obligations and Reaſons, which 


firſt brought you to it, continue, 


and ſtand in full force for conſtant 


Attendance ? Don't you need con. 
tinual Refreſhments and Relief? 
May not one Opportunity prove 
more Comfortable and Efficacious, 


if another has not; and be attend- 
ed with more ſenſible Enlivenings 
and Enlargements of Heart, quick 


ning Manifeſtations of divine Fa- 


vour, and vigorous Exerciſes of | 
Faith and Love? And ſhould we 
not be found waiting upon God 


on every ſeaſon of Attendance, as 
well as every Ordinance of his 


Worſhip ? Thomas loſt the Oppor- 


tunity of our Lord's firſt Appcar- 


ance, by an occaſional Abſence from 
the reſt of the Diſciples, and 'tis 


particularly remarked to his Diſ- 


advantage: And Thomas, called 


Pydimus, was not with them when 


Teſs 
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eſus came: This occaſioned the Seck. IV. 
nge Expreſſions of Unbelief, and "Y Y 


made an Apoſtle of Chriſt talk 
like an Infidel, You know not 
what you loſe by a fingle Neglect, 
or choſen Abſence from a ſolemn 
Ordinance. Perhaps it might have 
been the beſt opportunity of your 


Lives. 


8. As to thoſe who do come to 


the Table of the Lord, and renew 


their Covenant there: If you have 


ſincerely given your ſelves to him 


in this holy Ordinance, I ſhall fam 


J up your whole Concern in this ſin- 
gle Advice: Often review Sacra- 


mental Bonds; conſider the Rela- 
tion and Engagements under which 


you ſtand to Chriſt. This would 
J furniſh matter of peculiar Thank- 


fulneſs for ſo high an Honour and 


rich a Privilege: What manner of 
Love is this, that we ſhould be called 


the Sons of God! for Enemies to 


Foe reconciled, and Prodigals en- 


tertained at their Father's Houſe; 
«Ih; how 


178 Self-Dedication, 
Sect. IV. how fit is this to fix a grateful Ha. 
SY bit, and raiſe a kindly Senſe of Soul? | 

It would impreſs. the Obligations 
we are brought under, the deeper ¶ cra 
upon our Mind, and preſerve a J Fo 
Paal. cxix. more lively Senſe of them: We have of 
"_ ſworn and will perform it, that we Ther 
will keep his righteous Judgments, Y of 
Oppoſe your Covenant-Dedication Ifine 
to all the Solicitations of the Devil, I ſiti 
and every Snare of a tempting Y Mc 
World. Revive the Senſe of Cove- Ylt 
nant-Bonds, to ſecure faithful Re- [He 
gards to God, and ſteddy Adhe- Yanc 
rence to his Intereſt : Derive Com. YEn; 
fort and Support under all the | 
Trials of Life, from the Conſide- 
ration of your Covenant-Relation 
to God, and his Covenant-Care of 
ou: Make it the Ground of a 
lively and joyful Hope of final 
Perſeverance, and the heavenly | 
Glory. | 
It would haye a mighty Influence 
upon our whole Chriſtian Courſe, 
and be directive of our daily Con- 
| Ss duct, 
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duct, to make now and then a ſo-Sect. IV. 

lemn Review, and keep a ſtrong SV | 
J Impreſſion upon our Minds, of Sa- 

r F cramental Covenanting with God. 

For as this is the compleateſt Sum 

e Jof our Chriſtianity, and compre- 5 

ye Yhends all the Bleſſings and Duties 

5. Jof the Chriſtian State, we ſhould | 

n find ſuitable Reliefs in all the Neceſ- 

ih F ſities of Life, and fetch powerful 

g Motives to all ſuitable Regards: 

c- Flt would be a conſtant Guide and 

e- YHelp in the way, and the Pledge 

e- and Earneſt of a bleſſed and glorious 

m- End. 
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